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CHAPTER XLVn. 

A new Acquaintance^ 

IVI R. Wcllcrs brought Mn Bently home 
to dinner with him.-^When he laid afidc 
his religious fits (and that was as often as 
he had cheerful company) he was a good- 
hearted old man, and too much trapped 
up in his wife not to refpeft her guefl : 
Bently^ Anna had never ften, though both 
gentlemen had heard fufliciently that fb 
bad a woman had been at Layton. The 
cheerful meal paffed with that mutual fatif- 
fa6tion, which peace in the breafl, and 
plenty on the boards • may be fuppofed to 

indjpire; 
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: As foon as dinner was bver, Anna rofe 
to be gone; when Mr. "Bendy, taking 
hold of her ftruggling hand^ advifed her not 
to attempt walking by herfclC Alarmed, 
fhe begged to know what fhe had to fear ? 
'^ Fear, fweet maid! " anfwered he ; ** why, 
" your dangers are fo manifold, I can hardly 
repeat them all : in the firfl: place, here 
is old Roger Bently^ a hale widower 
of feventy-three, finds himfelf ftrangely 
tempted to run away with you 5 then 
*^ you areconvifted, on the evidence of the. 
^^ envy of the womfeh^ and the admir^ion 
*^ of the men, of the high crime of beauty, 
" and the monftrous phenomena of humi- 
" lity aad raodefty : the firft they cannot 
'^ take* from you; but the. two laft they 
*^ will contrive fo to disfigure, you will 
" not yourfelf know tfeem to be your own : 
*' and laftly," continued he, lowering his 
voice, ". there is a certain handfomc libeir- . 
"tine, of horfe- whipping memory, whofe , 
" violence, moriC plqafing, is confequcntly 
" more dangerous than all." 
Anna had no idea this was the perfon oa 

whom 
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whom Edwin had wrecked his difappomt- 
ment and ill humour: her furprifc at his 
odd accoilment was not fo great as at that 
difcovery. Mrs. WcUcrs, laughing, faid, 
Then, if the fair damfd were in fuch danger, 
it would be quite in his way to (land forth 
the champion of innocence. " Is (he really 
** innocent?" demanded Bently, with a fig- 
nificant earneftnefs. 

" You fee the company (he is in," (aid 

Mrs.WeUers. 

Bently felt the reproof, and getting up^ 
ftriking his oaken towel (without which 
he never now ventured out) hard on the 
ground, told, her he would be hec cham- 
pion and her friend, as long, and no longer 
than (he de(erved it. This rough kindncfs 
alarmed Anna ib much, that (he was not 
capable of making him any anfwerj nor 
did (he find herfelf much eafier by his refo-^ 
lution of walking home with her. Mrs. 
Wellers, who knew the goodnefs of Mr. 
Bently's heart (which, under the appear- 
ance of mifanthropy and obftinate pofi- 
tivenefs, veiled a fenfibility which was pftea' 
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paikftil to him&If^ and ^ genemfity that 
wasiclt by eveiy. individual he could 415% 
without being huit by their grateful ac- 
knowledgements,) was rejoiced at the fa- 
vourable impreffion ihe .faw he had received 
of our heroine j and, -willing to increafe a 
partiality fo vifible; faid they could all walk 
home with her. '^ But come, &)IifrManfeJ,''*" 
faid fhe, " you fliall give Mr. Bently a 
^* ibng/' .Our heroine was too fenflble of 
her friend's kind intentions towards her, 
tO'hefitate at complying with her requeft^ 
thou^ very much againft her inclinations, 
• in the prefcnt inftance: flie fung, therefore^ 
Linley's 



4C 



Alas ! from the day my poor heart.** 



Bently*s eyes l&pre witnefs to the pathos of 
the words 9 and the mdody of the voice 
tranlported him out of himfelf.— — " Do 

/'^take notice. Madam Wellers," faid he, 
half fobbing, " I will have no more of this 

* " girFs fongs i I did not promife to make 
" a fool of myfelf : but I fuppofe you un- 
" derftand mufic ; do you play, Mifs ?" — 

« When 
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*^ When Ihe can gfet an inftrument," faid 
Mrs. Wellers.— A nod from Bendy was all 
his anfwer. 

They fet out for the village in high-good- 
humour^XBeiitiy infiiling on Anna's leaning 
on his arm) and were a& cordially received 
by Dakon and his family^, whofe aflTiduities 
and refpeA to ow heroine "were' equally-new 
and unaccountable.»-*>M:^s. Dalton blamed 
her for walking in the heat, and for alarm- 
ing them by her long libfenc'e^-^-She wa^ 
Peggy's dear Mifs Manfel ; and th^ir oWir 
gations to Mrs^ Wellers, for her kindnefsj^, 
were cndlefs. 

Bently, whofe religion confided in the 
mere private pradlice of a particular kind 
of love to his fellow-crcatorei, 'wkhout ever 
entering the door of a church or meeting,, 
except Eafter, Whitfun^ and Chriftmas 
days, held Dalton and all his feft. (his 
friend Wellers only excepted) in contempt 
and diflikci while th^ good man looked 
on Bently with abhorrence, as a reviler o€ 
religion, a prophaner of the fabbath (as he 
adtually more than once had fufFered (bmc 

B 4 young. 
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young people he had invited to his houfe 
to ftrike up a dance in his hall after tea^ on a 
Sunday evening) and an outcaft of heaveiK 
Few civilities were likely to take place 
between two people fo oppofite in their in- 
clinations to each other : Mr. Bently hardly 
fat down -, he ftaid only to bid Anna be 
fure to feek a friend at the Abbey — Mrs. 

■ 

Wellers was as little diipofed to prc^ong her 
ftay i they were therefore foon at liberty to 
open to their ward the fplendid fcnrtune that 
awaited her acceptance. 



CHAP. XLVIII. 

Ifhe RejeSlion. 

> * « 

A S Anna knew nothing of the friendly 
alliance entered into, between the right ho- 
nourable Lord Patrick Sutton, and the re- 
_verend John Dalton, her furprife was not 
more excited by the matter, which gave 

* them 
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diein fuqh evident pleafurc, than at the 
manner of fvich a propofal's being made ; 
but while her whc^e heart rejcded, with an* 
tipathy and contempt, the moft diftant 
idea of fuch an union, ihe had her doubts 
of itSt beiog ferioufly intended by l^rd 
Sutton. Perfeft matter of diffimulation 
fhe knew. him. to be : once her. bitter enemy, 
and ever the objeft of her diflike, which 
Ihe was at no .pains to conc/ealj^ was it 
Jikely he CQV.ld . n^ean . to. unite himfelf to 
her ? — Some myftery, , Ihe .CQul.d j^ot help 
thinking, lay under this aftonilhing appear- 
ance, and,:as coming from^ hhn, could mean 
her no good. 

Mrs, Dalton was amazed fuch great for- 
tune had not the^power of tranfporting her: 
(he affured. her over and over it was true, 
that £he would certainly be a great ladyj 
hoped Ihe would get Mr. Dalton. a living, 
take Peggy to wait on her, and get Billy a 
place, Jacky into die excife, and Polly, 
Sally, and Jenny, i^to fomething or other. 
Thofe affurances, and thofe .cxpeftations, 
were ccbQcd by all prcfent. She inter- 
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pupted not the volubility that appeared tcr 
have taken pofleflion of the hmifyi i>Qt. re« 
feFved her fentiments for the event, .as flie 
was bid to expeft the avowal of that great 
and good man's affection the next day: 
the evening pafled in the utmofl: harnnony t 
a bottle of Mrs.- Dalton's beft -currant wine 
added to their hilarity, and they retired to 
dream of livings and fat capons. 

Before the fartiily were aflembled to 
breakfaft next morning, a fervant arrived 
with the following letter : ' — . 

To Mifs M A N S E L. 

" Madam, 

: ^' Were not thofe fentknents of tender-? 
ncfs I feel for you founded dn an unfur- 
niountable regard and long-ch^rifhed at-» 
tachment, more . ceremony might be re- 
quifite on their avowal. I have told Mr. 
Dalton my . imj^ntioiis of fettiirig on you 
a handfome allowance^ and making yod 
Lady Sutton. You arc too prudent not ta 
be fenfiblc I muft forego many advantages 
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in this difpdfd of my name and fortune 5 
but my reliaaice is on that, and the *grati- 
tude for yourdifpofition, which, together 
With my great love for your perfori, out- 
balances every argument of intcrcft and 
ambition. 

" I wiflx the matter concluded im- 
mediately; Mr, Dalton may inlpcft the 
writing, and I will follow this note, if 
(which I think cannot be doubted) your 
anfwer be propitious j till whCn, 
I am^ my lovely girl. 
Your devoted 

Sutton/* 

Whife Anna was perufing this proud offer, 
the Daitons were impatient to fee, to con- 
gratulate her and themfelves, to fpeak con- 
firmation of their own hopes, and to aflift 

in raifing hdrs* They were feized with 

• 

wonder at her ftay above ftairs ; the fervant 
was very courteoufly defired to walk in an<i 
fit down, and divers qtieftions aiked about 
his good Lord. At length Mrs. £)alton's 
impatience carried her up ftairs : iOhie found 

B 6 our 
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our heroine in the aft of fcaling a letter, 
which, with great compofure, flie direftcd 
to Lord Sutton, and then accompanied her 
down. The perfon who brought the letter 
was the great man's great man, viz, his fer- 
vant out of livery, and the fame on whofe 
fagacity his Lordfhip depended fo much> at 
the time he was fo good as to fend our 
young heroine into the world for expe- 
rience. He was vaunting his own import- 
ance to the gaping Dalton and his fina- 
pering daughter, when Mrs. Dalton en- 
tered, followed by Anna'; the good crea- 
ture not forming an idea a Lord could be 
rejefted, ftill running on in her caftle-build- 
ingprovifipn for her family, blefling the 
accident that threw the lucky orphan in 
their way. 

The fervant, who had not the leaft re* 
colleftion of her perfon^ ftood up^ at their 
entrance," 'with the' utmoft refpeA, and re- 
ceived her letter for his. matter^ with a fer- 
vUity in his manner that fliewed his pene- 
tration. A treaty with fo beautiful a crea- 
ture, bore omens of the good fortune of the 

nego- 
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negociation which this txufty-domcftic knew 
how to make u(e of. As Toon as he was 
gone from the door, every mouth was open 
with inquiries of the contents of the letter^ 
and her anfwer, which laft Mr. Dalton 
hinted he might have been confultedon. 
She produced the letter : he read it twice 
over, making remarks as he went on, ex- 
patiating on the generofity, die goodnefs qf 
heart, the franknefs of difpofition, and 
above ^, the humility of the writer, whofe 
praifes were echoed by his wife and daugh;- 
ter. " Well, my dear girl," faid Mrs, 
Dalton, " now your anfwer ; I long to fee 
*^ that : I am fure it is clever, you have 
** fuch a knack at your pen." She pre- 
fented a paper with the rough copy i but it 
is not in- the power of pen to paint the in- 
ftant change of countenance, the furpri(e 
and dejedkion of one jmtp the rage and 
malice s>f the other, when Dalton read tlie 
following:, 

" My Lqrd, 

<* I am equally ignorant of the fentimenta 

of 



14 A N _N A. 

t>f tendemefs, or the regard on which thcjr 
are founded^ that gives your Lordfliip a right. 
to .wave any ceremony confiftcnt with your 
dignity, or due to me* The contents oF 
your letter, my Lord, whether ferious or 
•ironical,, it is not in my power to deter- 
irine ; but I frankly own, nothing coming; 
"from a man who, unprovokedly, could la 
-tflentially injure an innocent orphan, caa 
be either agreeable or eligible, in the com-^ 
mon occurrences of life, much ¥i^ when 
the facred union of marriage is propofed. 

** My Lord> I really have the prudence 
to fet too great a value on my own peace 
and happinefs, to facrifice either to your 
imaginary generofity j nor will (I truft) 
the gratitude of my difpofition be called for 
in the acknowledgement of any farther fa- 
vour conferred by your Lxjrdfhip on, 

, Myluord, &c. &c. 

A. ManselJ* 

The paper fell from his hand> as he con^ 
eluded it, and his wife's face exhibited a 
variety of colours i fpitc and fury darted 

chcir 
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their rays fiom the eyes of Peggy j but 
Ipeech was denied to them alL 

Anna naturally concluded^ their own 
^tciKfs might lead them to wifli to iee a 
perfon on whonij five confefled, they had 
many xlaims, in ^ ficuation to repay them 
evory d^igation ; but Ihe had no fufpiclon 
they would lodk on k^. as a paffive ma- 
chine, to work dieir own advantage with ; 
iitde Ids could j(he expeft the fcene that 
followed: " Wretch!'* cried Dalton, at 
laft,. ^\ and have you, then, dared to fend 
** thife fcrawl to that worthy nobleman ? Who> 
•* ungrateful fool ! doft thou think, is bound 
^} to fupport thy upftart pride j or how wilt 
thou pay what the law will enforce for 
thy maintenance and bringing up, which 
I now demsttid, and will inftantly employ 
" an pjfficct to arreft thee for ? You Ihall go; 
f* M^am, to jail, and fee if there, in want 
•^ of food, raiment, and every neceflary 
"idf fife, you will find another Dalton !^ 
Widi tftefe words he went haftily out of th^ 
ro(^2* kaving Anna a liatue of furprife 
and terror. It was now her turn to be 

dumb> 
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dumb ; tears were likewifc denied her : fhc 
already faw herfelf in.the'xude. hands, of 
jb^iliffs, and artticipajted the terror of the 
prifon (he was thre^teried with,. Mrs. Dal^ 
ton, though flie had no idea her hufband 
could really intend a meafur^ h^r confci-* 
ence told her was at once barbarous and un-^ 
juft, was, in reality, fo much difpleafed and 
hurt herfelf, that (he xhfi readier adopted the 
condudt he had aflumed, though, at the fanie 
time, (he was fure it was n^eriely meaiit to in- 

9 

timidate her. Peggy, the unfeeling Peggyi 
forfook the caufe of her youth and fex,, to 
vent the moft cruel, reproaches for Anna's 
ungrateful return to her fathi^r's charity, 
and reviled her, in the bittereft terms, for^ 
her pride and poverty j adding every infuh 
envy and ill-nature could invent to her in- 
veftives. It is not probable ao early pe- 
riod would have been put to her eloquence, 
had it not been interrupted by the iudden 
fall off the chair, where (be fat, of the un- 
happy objeft to whom it y^ s^dtcScd. 
' Pale and motionlefs, when they beheld 
her at their feet^ fright and terror took 'th$ 

place 
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place of anger j ahd dear felf being ftill the 
objeft in view> operated now as ftrongly in 
their endeavours to recover, as it had be- 
fore done in reducing her to the (ituation 
fhe was then in : they got her laid on a bed, 
unlaced, and almoft wafhed her with hartf- 
horn in vain. From the inftant Dalton 
left the room, her fenfes forfook herj nor 
had ihe been fehfible of a {ingle reproach 
from either mother or daughter. To their 
mutual confternation and diimay, they 
found every effort to reftore her to life in- 
efFcdtual : they lent to every probable place 
^fter Dalton; he was not to be found. 
They then began to have the moft alarm- 
ing fears for her life, and at length ient for 
Dr. Collet : his (kill and attention, in half 
an hour, brought her to the appearance of 
fenfe ; but her perfeft recovery was pre- 
ceded by a violent burft of hyfterics. Collet 
found himfelf exceedingly intercfted for hi$ 
patient: fo lovely a woman he had never 
before feen; and thefituation in which he 
found her left not a doubt with him but the 
diforder was on her mind 1 and notwith- 

ftanding 
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{landing all he had heard concerning hei>, 
ihe had fo much the peculiar happincfs or 
bearing in her open countenance the traits 
of innocence and ingenuity, that Collet 
became an inftant convert to her looks t 
he afked, with the voice ofkindnefs, how 
fhe found herfelf, and whether there were 
any thing, in, his power, is doftor, or 
Triend, that would foothe or relieye the 
evident diftrefs of her mind. She thanked 
him fervently for the humane offer, but 
laid, at prefent, fhe had not fufRciently 
the power of f ecdlleftion to avail Tierfelf of 
his friendibip, nor did fhe choofe wholly to 
decline it : flie earncftly begged, then, to be 
left to herfclf ; which w^s cooipKed with, oa 
the part qf Mrs, Dalton, with fome diffik 
culty. 



CHAP. 
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T 3was -by this time three o'clock, ancf 
BO Dalcon feturned ; her dread of his re- 
appearance was unfpeakabk : at firft it 
eccunrcd to 'her Ihe might go to Mrs* 
Wallers'; but, ^'thatftcp could not fail to 
eitfS^e'Dllton, what could fiie hope from 
it, but to be torn from her proteftion, or 
to be a tax on the generosity of people 
who were little more tha«i ftrangers to her^ 
to pay his demand I Jf the id^ of Mr* 
Bendy*s particxilar charge prefented itfelfi 
k was accompanied by the fame conclu- 
fion ; and her return to Mr. Manfcl was, 
for that reafon, rendered imprafticable ;, 
but to continue under the roof of a man 
who could firffer fuch a thought to enter 
his heart againft her, was to put herieff 
cntirdyin his power. A3 to Lord Sutton,. 
it was unfortunate for that paffionate lover,^ 
'^ that 
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that he never obtruded on. the thoughts 
of his fair miftrefsj unattended by fome 
very untoward circumftance by way of 
concomitant to the antipathy fhe felt for 
him. 

When, little nnore than an infant, fhe 
was difcarded by Mrs.' Melmoth, be was 
the perfon to whofe baneful influence ihe ' 
attributed, that misfortune s when (he loft 
the favour of Lady Edwin, be was the 
fulpcfted, thou^ fecret enemy i and nom^ 
when her heart was breaking with grief 
and apprehenfion, her mifery originated 
with bim : and could any circumftance on 
earth induce her to hefitate one moment, 
whether to rejeft, at all rifles, or unites 
herfelf, for life, to a being fhe held with 
fo much reafon in abhorrence ? His fhe 
determined never to be -, and no way 
ofFerins: to her imagination to avoid him- 
but f5jLght, it" no fooner ftruck her as her 
only refource, than fhe inftantly refolved 
to put it into execution : but here again 
a thoufand difEcukies occurred; fhe was 
wholly without acquaintance, dcftitute of 

friends^ 
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friends, and had Very little money : not 
a creature in the created Ipacc of nature 
could Ihe apply to for proteftion or aflift- 
ance ; nererthdefs, the alternative was too 
horrible to fuflFer her to deliberate 5 her 
part was to refdlvc. 

The ftage, fhe recollefted, pafled to- 
wards London at five o'clock ; could (he 
but reach it, fhe would have hope. Mrs. 
Wellers was in London, on the inquiries 
after her charadber in Grofvenor-fquare ; to 
her fhe might eafily write, . and by that 
means put it out of the cruel Dalton's 
power to be trpubfefome to her friends. ' 
The idea that again brought Dalton and 
his threats to her mind, was fo terrible, * 
all fear of danger, all dread of throwing ' 
hcrfelf among flrangers, vanifhed : of the 
wickednefs and villany every where to be 
met with in the metropolis fhe had heard ; 
but it mufl be bad, indeed, if in any part 
worfe men than Sutton, or more barba- 
rous than Dalton, were to-be found: the * 
leaft delay might put it out of her power 

to^capci he might now be coming to put 

his 
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ills threats in execution^ that very night 
might be fpent in a prifon, from whence 
ihe could not be. liberated, but at the ex^ 
pence of everjr thing dear to her : no time 
"was therefore left for confideration. 

Her bed-room luckily contained all jier 
trunks, and what elfe of value ihe could 
call her own; (he haftily packed up a. 
couple of gowns, fome linen, and a few- 
valuables, the late property of the deceafed ' 
^^rs,. Manfel^ tibat done, the doftor's.. 
friendly offer recurred tp her memory; fhc 
"begged them^d.to call him without dif* 
turbing her miftrefs, who was at dinner ; 
the girl, who very much refpeftcd her, 
obeyed, and Collet was introduced alone 
to his fair patient. ' 

Her terror and agitation increafing as ' 
'^hc day advanced, her* natursd timidity 
gave way to the urgency of her af&irs : 
Ihe therefore inftantly^fked him if he were 
in eacneftin lus- offers to ferve.her i Upon • 
Jiis word h?:wa^. • 

« WcU, the'n^Vsir,'; faid (he, " it is of. 
^^ the laft. imppitanc^ to me to 'be able, to , 

« quit 
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"*' quit this pjace diredly : I have not a 
^^ moment ta» lof^ nor a friend in the 
«* world i I am in debt to Mr. Dakota 
■*' more than is in my power to payj but 

I leave things of. value behind me: thofe. 

trunks are. aU full of good clothes, 

given tm (burfting into tears) by a dear 
^^ friend who loved me : I have no ynfk . 
^^ but to pay as far as all I have will go j 
^^ will you, Sir, be fo good as to put your 
** feal Oft them for that purpofe f* " I 
^^ will do any thing you wilh me,*' faid 
the goodrnatured Collet, greatly moved.— 
*^ God reward you. Sir/* anfwcred flie: 
~^* one favour more I have to aik» which , 
**' is, your . advice how I fliall oonvey this 
•'^ bundle to the ftage, unfeen by the fa?- 
'^^ mily."— ." I will "fend my boy," returnked. 
Collet : " throw it out of the back win- 
'*^ dow; he ihall receive and carry it rovuod 
"^^ the corner, whitlier you had beft foUosn: 
^^ the moment y^u get out.** 

Mrs. Dalton now coming tip, the doc- ^ 
'tor took himfelfofi^ fuit giving a fignificant 
glance at the window. When he was gone^ 

Mrs** 
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Mr3. Dalton began to wonder what was 
become of her hufband, where he could 
be gone, and on what errand ; for what- 
ever he might fay in his paflion, fhe was 
fore, except very much provoked indeed, 
he would never take the ftep he had threat- 
ened Anna with: to be fure it was a very 
grievous thing to have a young perfon they 
had brought up as their own, and loved fo 
>vell, turn out fo obftinate, felf- willed, and 
blind to her own intereft, as well as theirs ; 
and after always behaving fo well to her, 
tb have her refufe an offer that would be 
the making of them all : but (he hoped, 
on ferioufly confidering the importance and 
advantage of Lord Sutton's love, Anna, 
her dear Anna, would think better of it. 
The good woman, who really loved our 
heroine, blended her happinefs fo entirely 
with the intereft of her own family, that 
flie perfuaded herfelf it was one and 
the fame thing, and her intreaties were 
accompanied with tears. Anna had the 
gcntleft of human hearts : every inftance 
of maternal tendernefs now returned to her 

memory J 
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memory: Ihe lecoUefted, with gratitude 
and affe£lion, the cxpofed date of her in- 
fancy, and candidly owned to herfclf, the 
hopes entertained of the aggrandizement of 
her family through fuch uncxpefted means, 
were natural j and therefore, in confe- 
quence, the difappointment bitter: (he was 
now, for the laft time perhaps, with a 
perfon who had been to her a careful good 
woman ; it was yet in her power to fatisfy 
her own feelings, by amply rewarding the 
care taken of her helplefs years; or it was 
yet in her choice to abandon what had 
been to her a parental roof^ and, by ex- 
pofing herfelf to a pitylefs world, encoun- 
ter evils of which fhe had but a faint idea*-*, 
her coward heart fhrunk from the trial.- 
But what was the dreadful alternative ? 
Lord Sutton, proud, defigning and vin- 
dictive, were it probable he would forego 
a fcheme, which, by his own note, it was 
proved, had coft him fo dear; or would 
he not rather feek revenge for the indignity 
offered his pride ? Intereft fhe well knew 
to be the god of Dalton's idolatry : fo rich. 
Vol. III. C fo 
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fo. powerful a man, whofe very name car- 
ried a talifmanic influence with narrow 
minds, wanted not the means, and it was 
idle to think he would wartt inclination, to 
prevail on him to aft as he direded : the 
cruelty of his difpofition ftie knew, and 
dreaded being its viftimi but to marry 
him, or indeed any other man but one in 
the world, fhe would die firft ; and again, 
the terrors Ihe before felt at the thoughts of 
Dalton's return, feized her, which, on her 
being forbid walking in the air, increafcd 
to fuch a degree, it was with great diffi- 
culty fhe was kept from fainting : fhe then 
begged to be left to reft, as fhe was too 
weak, and too much exhaufted, for conver- 
fation. Mrs. Dakon, with her natural 
good-humour, defired her to think on what 
fhe had faid, and put it in her power to 
inform Mr. Dalton, when he came home, 
of her refolution to apologize to Lord 
Sutton for the rude and improper letter 
fhe fent him. Anna's eyes filled with tears 
a{5 Mrs. Dalton afFedtiontely embraced her 
at parting : again her, refolution wavered— 

when 
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when, calling her eye towards the window, 
Ihe faw Collet's lad : that inftant, tlicre- 
fore, was the crifis of her fate ; no time 
muft be loft in deliberation j flie threw out 
the bundle,- and recommending herfelf and 
her caufe to the proteftion of heaven, ftolc 
down unperceived, through a back door, 
into a lane, from whence a foot-path 
crofled a field, out of the fight of the 
houie, and led to the high road : at the 
ftile Ihe found the lad waiting with her 
•things; and in half a minute the ftage, 
which Collet had ordered to ftop there, 
drew up : fortunately it had no other paCT- 
enger ; flie haflily got into it, and drawing 
up the Ihutter, which was half wood and 
half glafs, took breath. 
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^be Storm. 



N the firft hurry of Anna's fpirits, fhe 
knew not whether to lament or rejoice at 
tlie fuccefs of her fcheme : her unfiriended 

C 1 fitua- 
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fituatiorij and total ignorance of any part 
of London, but that leaft eligible for her 
to be feen in, or any one perfon to whom> 
in her prefent fituation, flie could properly 
apply, fp.fliocked her imagination, that 
the coach no fooner moved off than her 
courage failed ; fear and apprehenfion 
tempted her to return. Suppofe Ihe went 
to Mrs. Wellers, only to try whether a man 
who had brought her up with his own 
children, could really be fo cruel, fo in- 
human ; or whether his threats were . not, 
as Mrs. Dalton faid, the efFeds of paffion, 
which would be forgotten when that was 
over : at worft fhe could but leave the Hill 
privately, if he perfifted iti his demands. 

This new plan, aided by the recoiling 
of her imagination at the dreary profpedt 
before her, had well nigh been adopted, 
when over the top of the Ihutter, as fhe was 
going to caft a wilhful look on the place 
fhe had left, a hackney-coach paflTed, in 
"which fhe plainly faw the hateful vifage of 
Lord Suttoo m earncft conference with 

Dalton 
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Dalton — ^A fight fo confirming to b^r worft 
fears, turned the fcale : flie threw herfelf on 
her knees, to thank Heaven for having in- 
Ipired her with refolution to fly from the 
fnare laid for her, and again endeavoured to 
think of fome place, where ftie might be, for 
the prefent, fccure from the evils (he had 
efcaped, as well as thofe to which fhe might 
be ftill liable. After turning in her mind 
every poflible means of procuring a fafe and 
creditable lodging, fhe was obliged to leav« 
that eflTenrial point to chance. 

It was about half pad fix when the fl:agc 
got to Whitechapel : the firft ftand they 
came to, fhe defired the driver to call her a 
hackney-coach, and changed her vehicle, 
without having yet determined where to go. 
After being repeatedly afked by the coach- 
man> where he was to drive ? not being 
able to recoiled any other place, Ihe an- 
fwered, " Weftminfter/'—" Weftminfterr* 
repeated the man, *' is a large place — yoa 
^^ may as well order mc to drive to Lon- 
" don— ,What part muft I go to ?'* This 
queftion, Cmple as it was, confufed and 

C 3 V difturbed 
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difturbed her: after fome hefitation, fhc 
anfwered, " The Abbey." — The man 

> 

mounted hi» box, and drove ofF. Every 
ftep they went filled her with unfpeakable 
apprehcnfions they fliould foon reach their 
journey's end : where upon earth could 
Ihe go to then, whofe exiftence feemed 
of confequence to no creature living ? Even 
the (helter.of a hackney-coach had a degree 
of comfort attending it; yet of that fhe 
fhould foon be deprived. Every bufy face 
flie paffed, however mean their appearance, 
wpre objefts whofe fituations were, in com- 
parifon of hers, enviable. — They had a 
home ; they had connections ; they were 
not deftituteof the endearing ties of blood: 
even the wretched wanderer, who knows 
not where to lay his head, could fhare his 
miferies with parents, children, or fome 
kind relatives, who would feel for, if they 
could not relieve his diftrefs. In the midfl: 
of thofe infupportable refleftions, it began 
to thunder and lighten; the rain poured in 
torrents from the heavens; and the coach- 
man, impatient himfelf to obtain Ihelter 

from 
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from the weather, drove on at a furious 
rate — Anna was naturally terrified at thund- 
der ; it was a w^aknefs (he was particularly 
lubjedl to ; but, at this period, the terror 
of the ftorm, loft: in the more Ihocking 
fituation of her mind, was not attended to, 
till, turning the corner of a narrow ftrect, 
which the coachman had chofen to cut the 
way as fliort as poflible, one of the hind 
wheels flew off, and the coach was infl:antly 
overturned : providentially fhe received no 
hurt, but what was the efFe6t of the fright ; 
and that was much lefs than it would 4iave 
been, had fuch an accident happened to. 
her in lefs diftireiTed circumfl:anccs. — People 
flocked to their doors, although the ftorm 
continued ftill too violent to fuffer many to 
gratify their curiofity, by crouding round 
the broken vehicle. However, a decent, 
elderly woman, at whofe little Ihop-window 
hung a few pair of gloves and ftockings, 
together with fome children's Ihoes and 
caps, opened her glafs door, and invited our 
heroine in. She thankfully accepted her 
civility, and was conduftcd through a fmall 

C 4 fhop 
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Ihop into a fmaller parlour, where fat a 
young woman in mourning, who very good- 
naturedly offered her chair, and afllfted 
the woman of the Ihop in her civilities. 
The tears of Anna, whofe inward agitation 
was far greater than her apparent caufc, 
were no longer to be rcftrained ; fhe wept 
violently, and having given that feafon- 
able vent to her emotioiis, grew more com- 
pofed. The firjfl thing that then, ftruck 
her> was tfee bundle^ which, in her confu- 
fion> ibe had forgotten to take out of the 
coach i but, entirely ignorant of the villany 
praftifed conftantly in the metropolis, with- 
out feeling the leaft alanncd^ ihe now di- 
rei6^ed bcr ittteation to the carriage;. 

A mf>b had by th^ tioie furroimded it: 
the coachmim had taken off the horfes^ and 
was going, as he faid, to afk his maftei-'s 
dire(^lQns about the coach, when he was 
i^opped to give an account of the lady's 
biondle : the man either had not ieen it, or 
pretended he had not ; for he dircdiy re- 
turned, and (earched every part in and about 
the coach, without fuccefs ^ it was not to 

to be found. 

When 
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When this unfortunate circumftancc was 
told Anna, fhe aftualty gafped for breath j 
and for fome moments her countenance, 
ever exprefBre of the feelings of her heart, 
betrayed the moll poignant de^air. A 
watch, two guineas, and a mourning ring, 
were her whole poflcffion — ^Without a fingle 
change of any fort, a friend to fpeak to, or 
home to receive her, ftie found herfclf rery 
much rndifpofed ; had uncommon pains in 
her head and limbs ^ and the accumulating 
misfortunes that followed her, fa affefted 
her^ Ihe thought her woes were drawing to 
a period— Not able to ftand, fiie funk t5 
the ground, exclaiming, God be mercifel 
to me ! What is to cdme next I The wo- 
men in vain attempted to foctfhe antf pacify 
her : the agitation of her mind, the adven- 
tures of the day, and the unc^rtaiiBity of 
what might yet happen before the clofe of 
it, added to an uncommon heat and drought 
which increafed every moment, induced 
her willingly to accept of the humane offer 
made her by Mrs. Hughes (the young 
wdman I merttiohed^) to He ^ktaftt on t4ie 
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bed, where Ihe prefently fell into fo found 
a fleep, it was not eafy to awake her. 

The hofpitable women gave themfelves 
no other concern, as the night came on, 
about their gueft, than what the idea of the 
fuflerings of the friends of fo amiable a 
creature on her ftaying out, fu^gefted— 
I have faid, Anna's countenance always 
made her friends : they were charmed with 
her looks and manners nor could they re- 
frain, as fhe lay afleep, admiring the beauty 
of her perfon — ^Above the middling clafs 
they were Hire Ihe was : her drefs was per- 

fedUy genteel and good ; though plain, it was 

« 

indeed the very Circaffian defcribed by Mifs 
Bibbins—- A large black bonnet and cloak, 
a morning-cap, and hair quite undrcffed, 
half hid the elegance of her figure, when (he 
entered the houfe; but when thefe were re- 
moved, fhe appeared, as fhe really was, a 
moft perfeft creature. 

At midnight fhe awoke ; but what, was 
the confternation erf the women, to find her 
totally infenfible to every thing around her, 
and burning hot I, They immediately fent 

* for 
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for a neighljouring apothecary, who pro- 
nounced her in a fever of the irruptivc kind. 

The diftrefs of the women may be con- 
ceived, when in addition to the fmall hopes he 
gave of her recovery to fenfe, before the turn 
of her diforder, the fearch, which was made 
in his preferfce, into her pockets, left them in 
entire ignorance of her family, friends, and 
conne6tions,^n this dreadful ftate. Pro- 
vidence threw our heroine on the benevo- 
lence of people whofe goodnefs of heart 
and humane difpofition was fuch, that 
power only was wanting to render them of 
the greateft benefit to fociety. 

Mrs. Hughes was a young widow, whofe 

concerns had brought her to London for a 

few weeks, and had accidentally taken that 

lodging : flie declared, (he would not only 

give up her bed to the poor ftranger, but 

would defray the expencc of her illnefs; 

the woman of the houfe and her daughter 

agreed alternately to nurfe her, and the 

apothecary engaged his conftant attend- 

ance.~Jn this ftate of infenfibility, happy. 

to her, we muft now leave our heroine, and 

return to our friends at Lay ton . 

G 6 CHAP. 
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A nolle Mind in Diftrefs. 

"^ HEN Dalton went out in the morn- 
]ng> his firft aim was to overtake the fervant 
who carried Anna's anfwer ta her nobk lo- 
ver : rage gave him ftrength, and between 
walking and running, he reached the man- 
fion of Lxyrd Sutton within one minute after 
the maa got admittance. The next thing was 
to endeavour to foften the harfh ungrateful 
letter his lordfliip had juft received. — He 
was Ihewn iota the library, where he found 
tdiat flower of nobiHty, trying to hide his 
mortified vanity and anger under the ap- 
pearance of contempt* — *' Very well, Mr, 
*^ Parfon," faid he, with the open letter ia 
his hand, " upon my honour, this fame ward 
" of yours does you infinitje credit." ** My 
" Lord, I beg, I intreat your Lordfhip" — i 
bowing to tlie very ground. — " Oh, pray fay 
<< no more, the thing is at an end ; I fhall 
" certainly not trouble Mi6 aay more ; yet,' * 

•^fweaning 
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^^iwearing pretty roundly, •* a man of my 
'^ raiJc, my conaedions, my fortune and 
•' figure in the world, to be refofcd by a 
•' wenchr with not a fixpencc — but it is now 
** plain ihc was undone j that Welch fel- 
•* low had certainly gotten her : it was im- 
^ poffible fhe could elfe have been fb blind 
*• n> the honour he had done her ; but Ihe 
^ would dearly repent i«." — «« That fhe 
^* (hall indeed, my good Lord," anfwered 
Dal ton ', " if yourLordfliip gives her up, flie 
«' fh^ill rot in a jail." At this threat, the 
noble, munifitcnt cowntenance of the peer 
iH-ightened up : he agreed fhe deferved no 
favour, either from hrs goodi friend or him- 
felf, nor Ibould flie find amy^ bw wften he 
was acquainted with what had palled in the 
morning, ^e blamed Dalton* for his ivell- 
meant zeal, wifely concluding, if there really 
was a connedriao' betJween- her 9fnd Edwin, it 
was likely he wouM be applied to by her 
€>fi' ftich an exigence. However, after many 
arguments- pra and e&ffy it was determined 
Daiton fhould fue out a writ agadnft Anna 
for one hundred and fi% pound!», and take 

down 
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down an officer, in order, if circumflances 
fhould render it neceffary, to oblige her to 
return with him to town; and' his Lordfhip 
condefcended to be of the party ..-*But the 
Supreme Power, who counterafts the deep- 
cft-laid fGhemes> rendered this ftep the 
means of difconcerting the whole matter j 
for had they not been met, as I have related, 
by our heroine, her terror at tlie ftep ihe 
had taken would have certainly carried her 
back, where, in all human probability, flic 
muft at laft have become the property of 
the man ihe moft hated on earth. 

She was not miffed when they arrived at 
the village. — ^In order to avoid any alarm^ 
Dalton and his noble con;ipanion alighted 
before they got to the houfes and the officer 
was directed to put up the coach, and wait 
at the King's Head. 

Mrs* Dalton and Peggy were at tea, when 
this unexpefted honour dropped in on them j 
grievous was the tale they had to relate..^ 
The fliock poor Anna had received dwelt 
too firongly on Mrs. Dalton's mmd, not to 
be repeated with fincerc diftrcfs 5 and Lord 

Suttoa 
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Sutton was warned^ by a look from the hu£- 
band, not to truft her with any more of their 
intentions than could be avoided* 

Mortified and enraged, as was that nobl^ 
man, he could not help betraying different 
emotions, during her account of the pitiable 
fituation of his lovely conquerefs, to find 
himfelf, and what was more, his fortune, 
held in contempt, at the fame moment that 
he yet adored the implacable objcft> wh© 
thus dared rejeft his love, and fcorn his 
power: to know, when they were of the moft 
confequence to his peace> all his arts^ all his 
plaufible, his ftudied manoeuvres, failed in 
their expedted efi^cft, inflifted on him a fen- 
Bble grief i and the idea, that Ihe who occa* 
(loned it was like wife miferable, gave him a 
malignant pleafure. Biit again, when fancy 
brought to his mental view, the lovely, 
the enchanting maid, her in whom all his 
wifhes centered,^ torn with anguilh, finking 
Vith diftrefs and fear 5 feelings of tendernefs, 
utter ftrangers before to his callous heart, 
foftened and unmanned him ; equally unable 
to bear fcnfations fo new, or to cxift under 

the 
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the torture oY fufpencc^ he dtttrtd to fee 
her, and begged Mrs. Dakon to afliire her 
it Ihould be, if ihe wifhed it, the laft time 

» 

he would trouble her. 

She went up ftairs-- but returned in a fe- 
cond, with a look of confternation, and told 
them, Anna was not there ! 

^* What ! was Ihe fo foon recovered ? Was 
«^ flie out ? Oh," faid Dalton, '^ FIl roufe 
*♦ her, rU warrant you ;** and, going up, 
called loudly on her name at every ftep. In 

* 

ftiort, the apartments, the gardens, and en- 
vironsy were all fearched j no Anna was to 
.fee found, " Well, h was very fly," Peggy 
laid ; " but ftie was undoubtedly gone to 
" Mrs. Wellers\" She was difpatched to 
inquire— flic had not been there— ^that lady 
•went early to town, and was not returned. 
A general council was now called, and 
inquiries made in the neighbourhood. Mr. 
Bently's parting words were over-heard by 
Pe^y^— fhe would lay her life Anna was 
gone to the Abbey. Another meffenger was 
ient there, and returned unfuccelsful. Lord 
S^Mfton cei^ld not thiidk of g^ng home on 

that 
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that uncertainty, though his heart fiink 
within him, andjealoufy was among the new 
and comfortable inmates of his bofom. 

Late in the evening, a mefiage was 
brought from Mrs. WcUers, defiring to fee 
Mifs Manfel in the morning : thejr avoided 
^ving the fervant a hint of her abfence, at 
the requcft- of Lord Sutton, whofc pride was 
gratified in the fuperior notice taken of her 
he fo ardently wilhed to call his own. He 
ftaid there that night, but without even ly- 
ing down, and relpeft obliged the family to 
accompany him. 

The morning came, but without fatisfac* 
tion ; and the anxiety of his foul ib afiefted 
his heakh, and lowered his fpirits, as to ren- 
der him an objedt truly deplorable: he 
defired fbme tea, and ordered the coach ta 
convey him home. 

G H A P T E R LII. * 

Candid Conclufionsn 

vV H I LE the tea was getting ready, Mrs, 
Wellers, having heard fome rumour of die 

elope- 
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elopement, which was confirmed by Anna's 
not coming to her appointment, walked 
down to Dalton's. As fhe had no know- 
ledge of Lord Sutton's perfon, (and either 
that was not an emblem of his rank and dig- 
nity, or fhe was fo ftupid as not to obferve 
it) her eyes bruflied (lightly over him to Mrs. 
Dalton, whofe looks plainly fpoke her want 
of reft, and difturbed mind : fhe afked af^ 
terMifsManfel. 

Mrs. Dalton burft inro tears ; her appre- 
henfions were fecret, but difmal ; and fhe 
dreaded every rap at the door would Fatally 
confirm thefadprefagcher mind had formed. 
Her hufband, who now faw the matter 
would become the talk of the place, thought 
to make the beft of it, by faying they had 
had a few words, and Mifs Manfel had left 
them in a huff, Mrs. Wellers fighed. But 
made no comments on either fide. After a 
little infignificant chat, fhe took her leave ; 
it was, fo much had fhe been influenced in 
favour of Anna, painful to her to encounter 
the furmifes and hints, fhe knew would em- 
ploy the whole village : fhe could fay no- 
thing 
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thing in vindication of her favourite, and 
it was irkfbme to her to hear condemned a 
young creature, who had made fo great an 
intereft in her efteem, in fo fhort a time : 
Ihe therefore took the field-way home ; 
where, when Ihe arrived, Mr. Bently was 
ivaiting for her. " Why, Madam Wellcrs,'* 
faid he eagerly, "your little friend is naught 
\^ at laft i jfhe is gone off, it feems. Well, 
*^ weD, I have been deceived by man, and 
*' betrayed by woman -, and fince this girl, 
'^ whofe looks caijied the innocence of in- 
fancy into the maturity of beauty, has 
likewife impofed on my hopes by a 
falfe appearance, I will no more be a 
dupe to my own wiflies ; but. Madam, 
^^ can you fay nothing for her ? will your 
^^ candour give her up? Do fay fome- 
" thing — for the credit of human nature, 
" do — fay this is acurfed fcandalous place> 
«' that the girl is ill ufed, and that flie is 
'^ under your proteftion; — for the love of 
« God, do." 

« I wifh, Mr. Bently," anfwered the 
good woman, " I could with truth fay all 

" you wifh in her favour." 

« What, 
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** What, you can^t then ? and (he h not 
'^ gone to your fon's ? Curfed be the arts 
** that feduccd the faireft work of heaven ! 
^^ But is it quite over ? can nothing be done 
•' to fave or reclaim her ? Half my fortune 
•* would I this moment give to have her 
*' now (ittting at your right hand in inno- 
•* cencc and honour." 

Mrs. Wellers, whofe foul, fraught with 
every virtue of humanity, had all her fex^s, 
Ibftnefs about it, and ^rfiofe attachment to 
Anna had been as pleafing as ftrong, was 
affcfted beyond exprcflion at the eameftnels 
of the generous Bently : fhe dropped a tear 
which infeiSted her companion. 

At this nnomcnt a Mrs, Wilfon was an- 
nounced. This perfon was formerly a fervant 
in the femily, married the coachman, and 
was at this period miftrefs of the inn hereto- 
fone defcribed : fhe was an old maid when 
flie entered the holy pale ; was then, and 
ftill continued, a woman of that volubility, 
and thirft of knowledge^ few things pafled in 
the village, ,ihe was not acquainted with, 

cither 



N N A. 45 

cither in the public or private tranfadiom 
of its inhabitants; and fewer IHU ihedid 
not repeat with her own comments and ad- 
ditions. She knew Madam Wellers was 
very fond of the.girl at the Methodift Far** 
fon's, though ihe had not taken half the 
notice of a niece of her's ihe had recom-* 
mended to fucceed in her place : her natu« 
ral love of goflip was therefore increafed by 
two motives ; one was, a defire of ihewing 
Mrs. Wellers how ill judged her partiality 
was ; the other, a bit of revenge for her 
prefuming to take a young perfbn into 
greater favour than her aforefaid niece^ She 
ftill continued to wafli her miftrefs*s laces t 
the excufe for this morning's call, was to 
know if ihe wanted any thing done^ and 
before an anfwer could be given^ aiked if 
ihe had heard the news ? 

Mrs. Wellers guefled it reipeded Anna, 
and not being under any reftraint with this 
woman, anfwered in the negative, and bid 
her repeat what ihe had heard. 

" Why, dear me. Ma'am, that young 
^^ body at Paribn Dalton's has &ewB her 

** cloven 
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^ cloven foot at laft j in good earneft Ihe js 
gone ofFwiththe gentleman, he who ufed 
you fo ill. Sir, curtfying to Bently: 
*' what a pity it was you was fo deceived 
•* in her \ — every body wondered how it 
" could be." 

" That Ihe is gone, •' faid Mrs, Wellers, 
** I believe, but not with any gentleman,'* 
" Ah, law, ma*am, well, to be fure, it's 
** vaftly good in you : but indeed *tis a 
*5 great pity. Dr. Parker's old groom lives 
" with him; and he told my hufband and 
** I, no longer fince than yefterday, what 
** a fine beautiful lady his wife is, and 
" what a power of money fhe brought him : 
" for my part, I think 'tis a fhame fuch 
** fluts are fufFered to live j I would have 
" them burnt alive. There was he, in a 
** . horfeman's great coat, and Tom out of 
** his livery; I hardly knew him, I am 
*^ fure, waiting and peeping about at our 
" houfe,«tiH he got her off; but it will 
*' come home to the huffy, that's, a fure 
" thing." 

Mrs. Wellers was aftoniflied--Mr. Bently 

queftioned 
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queftioned her over and over j Ihe varied 
not — indeed there w^s little room for varia- 
tion, as it was litcr^ly true, Mn Edwin 
having fent his valet to reconnoitre, and 
hearing by hin> that Anna walked alone to 
the hill, watched for that opportunity of 
following and fpeaking to her : her fudden 
illnefs reached Mrs. Wilfon 5 and Ihe, ac- 
cording to cuftom, fet it going. Edwin 
was foon informed of an accident that ren- 
dered his journey a fruitlcfs one ; ncverthe- 
lefs he waited, till, by the fame channel 
of intelligence, he heard of her recovery, 
and then returned to London. Mr. Bently 
groaned, and beat a tatoo with his oaken 
towel; Mrs. Wellers was loft in thought, 
when Dr. Collet made his appearance ; and 
Wilfon was ordered to wait in the kitchen. 
In the afliftance given our heroine. Dr. 
Collet had been wholly aftuated by the 
divine impulfe of humanity and compaf- 
fion; he had not at the time fufFered a 
thought of the propriety, .. or even the lega- 
lity, of the aft to intervene between his 
philanthropy and his prudence; he had 

folemnly 
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folemnly engaged to put his feai on her 

eScGts : but it had not occurred to him it 

was proper he £bould know her n[K>tives for 

the defperate ftep (he was Caking : he had 

promifed young Herbert to watch all her 

actions; and yet had affifted her to move 

to a place which he knew nothing of : thofe 

things cbnfideredj he was- out of humour 

with his own condudt ; and mu&d on the 

part it now became him to a£t> till, bewil-^ 

dered in his ideas, he walked to the hill to 

conimunicate the whole tranfadion, and to 

take Mrs. Wellers' advice and opinion on 

it. Mr. Bently and the lady were at firft 

jbarely attentive, but the ftory foon made 

intereftcd auditors, when it was ocmdu- 

ded : ** Then," cried Mr. Bently with tranf- 

port, *^ fhe is not at laft gone with that 

puppy J and Ihe was willing to give up 

her finery to pay her debts, poor girl, 

though given by a friend who loved her 

too! Ah, lovely girl, thou wilt find 

many, 1 fear, who will fupply that lofs, 

** Love ! Yes, the lion loves the lamb to 

'^ deftroy it: but it ihall be thine own 

" fault. 
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*^ fault, if, whether now innocent or guilty, 
** thy future fteps lead not to honour and 
" peace/^ Mrs. WeHers* fWt impreffions, 
at hearing Collet's relation, were thofe of 
joy ; but when (he laid every circumftancc 
together,, there appeared fiotktng in her 
aj^licatioa to the dofbsr, for lus afllilance« 
to clear her from the fufpicion of goin^ 
with Edwin : the manner of her departure, 
at the infant ibe knew enquiries were 
making inio her cl>acaAer> was radxer g 
confirmation of the worit; aad, indeed^ 
was one ftrong reafoA why he was dii&t^s- 
fied at his own conduft^ which ^ppeare^ 
on reflet^Eion,. rather an a£t of weajcnefs thapi 
liumaniQrt vN<* f^ Mr. Bently; he wa^ 
obftin^i^ly bent oxi retaining, cveyry favourar 
Jbk impreflion of her, and fo peevifti at the 
leaft hint tKat tended to fet any part of her 
cond\i£t in 3^ hlatriaJt)ie h^> that Mrs^ 
-Welleirs fpfFerf d him to depart without acr 
quaintiDjghirn, ;^ Ihe 4id? the dpftor, -with 
all henr^afons ,far fearing; the woifli 
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CHAPTER LIIL 

French Policy. 

W H E N ^505 left die Edwin family, it 
was not with the tnoft favourable ideas of the 
ftability of their friendfliips, or the confift- 
cncy of Aelr xronduft. 
• Frajan }iad ftrong reafons to fear, as well 
as to hate Anita. No fooner^liad ftie ftiut 
tach avehue of kindhefs to fifer at Melmoth 
Lodge, than, infatiate in avarice ds rfevenge, 
{he began to confider how, in every point of 
view, the innocent girl's ruin could be turn- 
ed rnoft to her intereft. Half the money 
Mrs. Melmoth, by defire of the Colonel, 
had ordered, flieput into her own purfe: 
void of principle^ modefly, or common ho- 
nefty, it was not to be expefted the amiable 
governante would lofe any opportunity of 
blackening the charafter of a young crea- 
ture fhe had fo deeply injured, and whofe 
return to favour would difcover her fraud 
and iniquity. One enormous afl: of wick- 

ednefs 
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«dnefs too often is fucceeded by another $ 
encouraged by the fucceisy or neceflltajted to 
conceal the pall, the progreffion of vice« 
after the firft plunges> becomes not only 
eafyj but convenient. Madame Frajan 
wanted not.thefe inducements; the money 
was already her own. Some point lace of 
Mrs. Melmoth*s became next a temptation, 
too invitingly .in her way to berefiftcd: 
Anna was employed in looking it oyer, the 
morning of her difiniffion frorn the Lodge. 
It was very elegant and valuable ; but, had 
it been ten times more fo, Mrs. Melmoth 
would not have thought of demanding it 
of our heroine before her departure. In a 
few days, however, the lace was inquired 
after? the houfe was fearched from top to 
bottom i it was no where to be found — it 
was certainly ftolen. Frajan infiftcd qji ha- 
ying her trunks and drawers examined, 
-although, Dieu mercie^ fhc had heretofprc 
be^n trufted with jcjwek, to the. value of 
;^pufands, and ; , could have hqr . charaftcr 
Attefted by fome of the. firft Er^gliih la* 
dies \ but, as it had been her misfpjtun^ 
to-be companioned in the manner ftic 

D 2 had 
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had been flncfe her refidtncc at the Lodge> 
itot otify her trtmfes, but her perfoii 
itiui ht fearchcd, Jlr thij rcafonablc re-* 
qtiftft Mrs. Mihtiotk beggiad Hie iraght by 
all ift&wis be mdulged. Na hce cc^uld b^ 
.foundj irfd the chrkf, on viliom the wmd, i 
few rridnths befiirfe, i^r^' not fuflfertW « 
blow too fotig^ly, m whofe bblbiri- vide of 
any kind harf liot found* a piac€> was brand-' 
cd Jts a thief; Mr% Melmoth's aflfeirs* wtte 
in too much confufion to fuffer him to at- 
tend to the chit-cha:t of his houf« ; aAd his 
wife^s ereduRty kid Ker tob optrt to the it^ 
"tifices of Frajah : Ihe wis theeatfier duped 
by her, as the ftory fpread abi-oad, and wSi 
implicitly bdlitved at Afliby Grove. Go^ 
iorierGbrgfet protefted h was what heex- 
pe^ed i that gsfllant veteran, thcha^ h'e'had 
riot k dottbt ibout who had realiy 'got the 
face, i^zs pleafcd to encourage ahy ref)ort 
that W6xiid kdd t6 thedlfgracebf the po6» 
'otphih, ahd fftf e^ Bkr^ach partk^,iih«^ 
trraftrty ind regrcft might^lfe have>6^«>edi 
tor hW rfe-critrancc to favoitf it MelikCfth 

'Fhud> 



• i\: . 



A N N iV- 5^ 

r 

Thus, fkft amoDig the jkpmitSj then Itf 
the village, thence into . every ^eademan's 
houfe in the vicinity, thence 'to the next 
market-town, and fo owr tlip .county by 
degrees, a lamentable ftoiy .of Mrs. Mel- 
moth's robbery j^ and by .whom, was circu- 
lated, and univerfally believed j ?yith this 
iimple addition, the one fuit of poiqt was 
magnified into three, to which were Jjd^^ 
fome jc;wels ,c^.gr^at vftlue. 

jy^si^ atlaft comiflg.tOjMr.,??!^^ 
jigii^y greatly fi(;ce].er^tcd |the^(J^charge.pf 
j'flijan i. he turned her wt <^f the houfe »tl^ 
«^|itf.he,h«»d it, deqfetfkgr Jie ,4|ioul4 gf 
4bon i^fpeit his own chU$l\Qf i;>ejueg;4i%(>P^ 
as Anna. 

On Ffajanfs retum.tD^ndQia^ ibelojpnd 
•her friend £he Colonel in defpairiof caopven*- 
ing theiugitive Anna, buttery cijdl vto^qi 
idbough unable to procuoe her^^fXitSioi) ior 
tto <my; other genteelfamily ; joid LadySVKi^ 
-drixi, .beiDg.4t(that;tin3e pdS:&;arx)f3m(jr #G- 
icovery in theipQWeraf her ^lei4f cJ^Mk^ 
.to make,(;hiiving ibfeo .Wl6)«l!9ftW^:ifl|?n- 
jTupteiJ, inii.i5ery.i»t9reft wg ^i 4lM^«^itJi J^ 

D 3 own 
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Own footman, by the perfon moft concerned 
in the difcovcry, namely, her Lord, necef. 
Iity obliged the accompliihed French wo- 
man to lower her views ; and (he afterwards, 
filled the feveral ftations of 

Figure-dancer at the play-houfe, 
Bar-maid at an inn. 

Sultana to the matter of a ftroUing pup- 
pet-ihew, 

Teacher at a boarding-fchool, and 
Houfckeepcr to a fingle gentl«nan/rj/^iirr> 
from whom fhe had received notice to pro- 
vide herfelf, at the time her ennobled patroli 
formed the defign of giving the coup de gract 
to his fbrtime, by csurying off, in his fifty- 
fixth year, an heirefs under twenty-one, 
< ' Lord'Sutton was introduced to Lady £d-^ 
win ^nd her daughter, at a fafhionable alTem* 
h\fy whwe he was an invited gueft,K The 
-riches of the Edwins were exaggerated by the 
^world: thibeconomy of their well regulated 
expcnces enabled them to do fo many bene- 
Volcht; and even magnificent things, and 
•their piaym^hts of all kinds were fo pundual^ 
'that, ample as was their foitune, fame 
' -> ' '^ . doubled 
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doubled it. The ancient and honourable 
houfe bf Trevannion was likewife univer- 
fally known and acknowledged ; they were 
the firft women at the aflembly,. and his 
pride attached him to their party during the 
evening. The weak fide of Lady Edwin 
wa5 family pride -, of her daughter, perfo- 
nal vanity. Lord Sutton's ftudy was wo- 
man'^ weaknefs, and his triumph their folly : 
he made fo good a. ufe of his penetration^ 
that he received from Lady Edwin a gene- 
ral invitation to Grofvcnor-fquare.. 

There,, in his frequent vifits^ he faw his 
way to Cecilia i he artfully exhibited his 
own riches as a temptation whereby he 
might poffefs himfelf of hers, ^t foon be*- 
came enamoured, he adored, he died for herj 
and fo far fucceeded, as to obtain her per- 
miflion to apply to her parents for their con- 
fent to. his felicity: but Welch obftinacy 
was not to be fubdued by Irifh fraud i for, 
though he had made himfelf matter of every 
memorable event in Lady Edwin's family, 
though he knew the particulars of all the; 
battles in which her anceftors had diftin^ 
' D 4 guifhed 
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gui/hed nJicmfelves j .andhe had the princely 
Llewellins>y.the heroic Tudors, and the va- 
liant Hughs of her race, at his finger*s endj 
it would not clear, from his own genealogy, 
the blot of Gorget. 

The fon of an Irifli adventurer marry Into 
tTie famfly of Trev'annion ! the ofFer was not 
fimply rejefted, it was an infult i Lady Ed- 
win would not hear it mentioned; flie.ftioulc^ 
blulh to look on the bulls of her progeni- 
tors after fo ignominious an aft : all flie could 
be prevailed on, and that with great diffi- 
culty, was to conceal her indignation, and 
put a negative on Lord Sutton's propofal, 
without afligning any particular reafbn. 

Mortifying as this .rejection was, 'he con- 
cealed the rancour it oQcaRonedj the pride 
of Lady Edwin ftimulated His own ; hers 
could not be greater than 'his : the differ- 
ence was, hers was founded on a real gran- 
deur of foul, that valued the Virtues as much 
as the honour of her anceftors, 'and fhe 
piqued herfelf in equally fupportingboth r 
his was the poor boaft of riches accumulated 
with difgrace, and wickednefs crowned with 

fuccefsc 
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rlliqccfc. .Not .dcfpairifig i of ^bring^ : the 

.daughter <rojav^nge hisvCaule<QnrthQ!nMiil4)lfr> 

he.afi0£bed:to>fubmit mih xefpeA.rad pA- 

-tknce taalfcotiencejvhichK^hi^fhin^/ fte 

.^rore to :Mifs Edwin, pf »(>re tl^ jUfe. 

Lifc€ aphUQfQirfier, .?wlule he ,1^4 i* pJsn-lo 

ufid^nDioe p^enul aut.hoFJty;i Ijj^ hiqjfc^ 

:;with a giiiarde^ caution, he 'C9ntaiued hi& 

footing in the family, fp^Sfjngf his: devoirs at 

:f he ^me ; pf vapity .^pji fpl^y, ^ airidupufly 

irnproviijg OTery .qppprtui^iiy of iegr^iatifig 

jHfpfelf into.the yo^ng^L,^fs,^vo^r. 

Mifs Edwin beg^n to jgrpw ^xtreixi^y 
tired of refteaint,- thoqgh Ihe^had ^s^ Jfttle^s 
moft ladies of the agc„in her pviric^ her dfe^, 
^d her vifitors i but r the dignity, of virtue, 
and the regular, honourable fyftem of con- 
duct adopted by her parents, fqrb^e , the 
,^ear fliffation, the polite freedon^,, offoi^ie 
part of i[he hau 4mnde. igL .Hiarrjied l^yer, 
for inftance, Lady Edwin would^h^yq-A^- 
dered to have Uen her daqghtenljni^^upon 5 
a known libertine (he admi)ted;^figtf;^ij^n 
her doprsi.and alUoft^efjrysfee4»|^y,4e. 

Ipi^ed- ' ./ 

D s How 
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How much more delightful, then, to 

.flgore away as Lady Sutton/ accountable to 

jiO one for her adUons I As to the old LiOi d, 

' it would be enough for him to have the ho« 

• iiour of fo fine a creature to bear his name> 

^-Ipend his fortune, and,- at .times, when no 

- taore agreeable engagements offered, to pre- 

fide at his table, without his prefuming to 

interfere in her conduft. 

She had nearly brought herfelf to liften to 
Jiis propofals of elopement, when her jour- 
ney toBcdfbrdfhirefufpended his operations; 
but, like a wife general. Lord Sutton took 
' care to have a friend in the garrifon, in the 
^perlbn of -Madame Frajan, whom he pro- 
cured to wait on the young lady; and, at the 
tiifne thty returned to town, all was ready 
for the laft ftcp : he was to figh, fwear, and 
vow J Erajan, to plead the caufe of liberty 
and pleafure^— when vengeance, in the form 
of an angel, flopped his career. 

Concluding, as I faid before,- that Anna 
v^as really the daughter of Mrs. Melmoth, 
md qtiite ■ out. of his reach, the deipair of 
again meeting her had conquered the vid- 

lenc« 



ANNA.. 59 

Icnce of his appetite, without effacing from 
his heart the impreflion of her beauty. Anna 
Dal ton was often prefent to his imagination; 
her opening charms recurred to his mcmorjr, 
and excited defire when nothing elfe could. 
When, therefore, this trufty confidant 
brought him the news of her re-appearance, 
and that, in a fituation to warrant a renewal 
of his former hopes, the journey to Scotland^ 
the riches, nor the family of Mifs Edwin, 
had any longer attractions : he liberally re- 
warded his intelligencer, and fent her home 
with full inftru6lions for her conduft, and 
a promifc of reward for her future fcrvices. 
After reckoning the moments till ten 
o'clock, he repaired to Lady Edwin's af- 
fembly, where the firft fight of Anna drove 
every other thought of woman out of his 
head ; his heart became a willing vidtim to 
the mature lovelinefs of the child he. had 
followed with his unhallowed wiflies : every 
glance of her eye, every turn of her coun* 
tenance, and every geftyre, gave him 
emotions, both of love and fear. He fat, 
indeed, by Mifs Edwin i he attempted tp 

D 6 com- 
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'compliment ^hel*; but' his looks. His admrra* 
tion, and'his paflion, were all direfted to 
Anna : and his hopes now refted, with anxi- 
ous cagernefs,:on the afllftance of Frajan, to 
-whom he fent a billet before he -left the 
lioufe. 

The envy and jealoufy, wliich had ba- 

nilhed from Mifs Edwin's mind eVeiy kind 

thought of the young perfon fhe had once 

•honoured with her friendlhip and correlpow- 

•^cnce, was increafed by her bbfervation* o^ 

the looks direfted from her noble lover to 

Anna. Pride, in this cafe', was as ftrong an 

excitement to hatred and diflike, as inclinar- 

^tion in that of Herbert \ 'yet- the rancour of 

'her dilpofition muft have recoiled . on hec- 

'lelf, had not her good fortune fumifhed her 

with-fo refpeftable an affiftant «s Madame 

Trajani— After our heroine retired fronn the 

* drawing-room, and the aflembly broke up, 

'Cecilia begged an audience of Sir William 

"and Lady Edwin. 

She began, with; great dfFe£ied humility^j 
ito aik* their- forgivenefs fer^what had paScd 
'in the mornittg, Pledging her naturil 

warmth 
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warmth; of temper> and her vcoLation at fee* 
Uig fb very tinwortfay a perfon held .in fuch 
cftecm in their family.— *Lady Edwin co- 
loured) and rifing haftily, was going out of 
tke room> .when Cecilia threw herfeif at her 
foet, -andvafked only to be heard. 

Sir William dotoi<on his children ; and 
this ibftnefs and humility in his daughter, 
fo unufual^ and fo une3q>e£bed, might have 
gotten from him half his eftate, had that 
rbeen the ob}eft in purfuit; he intreaced 
his lady to hear his dear girli and railing 
her in his arms^.bid her fpeak^ afibring her 
u>f all that a parent's fondeft love could do to 
make her happy .^— A well-timed flood of 
- tears completed the triumph of the artful 
daughter over her guilelefe parents*— -Lady 
i£dwin was re-feated^ and Cecilia^ after a 
^decent. time taken to re-compofe her fea- 
tures, delired her woman might be admitted^ 
^who could acquaint them of Something in 
-AnaaManfel's charad:e)'y which would con* 
vince^thcm of the little pretentions ihe 
ixx>uid have to the rank fliie held in their 
family. 
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SirWilliam wiihed to do without aFrench 
evidence but. his daughter perlifted, and 
Frajan was ordered in. 

The account given by her of Anna was, 
that when (he refided in Mr. Mebiioth's 
houfe, in quality of governefs to her chilr- 
dren, the perfon who now had the honour 
of being companion to Lady Edwin lived 
there, having been taken oflf the parifh by 
Mrs. Melmoth^.that fhe had ungratefully 
returned their charity, by^ every fpecies of 
ill behaviour, and had at laft robbed hea* 
benefadtrefs i. that £he was. then fent away 
to her parochial fettknicnt, fince which fhe 
had not heard of, or even feen her from that 
time (three or four years ago) till this morn- 
ing, when flic was no lefs furprifed to meet 
her in her preferit fituation, than to hear her 
addreflbd by the name of Manfel, her real 
one being Dalton. . 

This ftroke, prerboucerted between her 

and Cecilia, had its eflfeft : fhame and fur- 

prife were blended in Lady Edwin's coun- 

. tcnance j, Ihe profeffed flxc wanted ftith : her 

fifter, Mrs, Herbert, had recommended, her 
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to diem.— Wa$ fbc certain as to her peribiv 
as well as fafb i 
*^ Lord Sxitton, Madam, is Mrs. Mel- 

" moth's near relation; he was at the Lodge 
" when the affair happened, and will, I dare 
^* fay, confirfti my account/' " So you fee, 
^^ Madam," faid Mifs Edwin, " you have 
** not only taken a beggar, a thief, and im- 
^' poftor, into your favour and confidence; 
^* but you have aftually intro^luced her 
*^ to your circle, and made her the compa- 
" nion of your children." 

The forrow and mortification this ac- 
count of Anna gave Lady Edwin, were, at 
thofe reproofs, changed to anger and re- 
fentment ; flie fent a card to L6rd Sutton, 
to aik, if he had kno\^n Anna Dalton at 
Melmoth Lodge ? if fhe were discharged 
from ^ence on ill behaviour ? if her ho- 
nefty were doubted ? and, finally, if the 
young perfon who preGded at her aflembly, 
under the name of Manfel, were the fame? 

« 

** Lord Sutton's beft compliments ta 
. *^ Lady Edwin ; affures her, it is with in* 

^* finite 
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contained in her card 5 l^ut^hopesj fis tjbe 

girl .was ,veiy ,yby)lg wJieniLcftdrS. knew 
*' her, time, j^nd t^e ;grc^ favour ft ewn 
" her by ^ perfgn .ofLady Edwin's r^k, 
" naiay have worked -^change in .her diljpo- 
** fitior>. 

*^ Lord Sutton did know Anna Dalton 
".at MehTiQth ,lL-Qdge-rr-;flie Qcrtainly was 
" not di-fchargcd-fpr her goodnpfcrr-her ho- 
** nefly was indeed mygn fufpeft^d-rr-ftie h 
" the fame perfon, that lives. wiph. Lady Ed- 
** win. as. companion," 

The raomeiTt this card was delivered, to 
LadyrEdwin, ihe wrote to "^Mr$- Herbert 
the better which Anqa was, as I^ve faid 
before, ordered to deliver, feverely re- 
proaching her foTiintroduciog into fo an- 
cient ^nd hpnourjable ^- family, a perfhn 
wh^e^prigin and afttws were a,di%racc to 
any place. She-difen i«ecQunted her crintics, 
as they had been reprefented to her s aod 
bitterly added her change of name as ^ 
confirmation ^ the^vrhole* 

lC H A f»» 
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Ftiite fVedding. 
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RS. Herbert finking under domcftic 
diftrefs> which the diflipated and unfeeling 
conduft of her iiufhand continually in^ 
creafed, wasj^ though exceedingly ihocked, 
lefs folicitous about the fate df Anna dian 
in eafier circumftances ihe would have 'been : 
fhe examined her only on the laft part of 
the charge, and finding it well founded^ 
gave herfelf no farther trouble, but obeyed 
fhe mandates of her enraged fifter imme- 
fliately, 'by difcharging the fallen favourite ; 
and endeavoured to make her peace with 
fhe family, by recounting all file had, from 
fhe deceafed 'Mrs, Manfel, known of heri 
wfijch indeed amounted, as Mifs Edwin 
faid, to nothing, as flie had been intro- 
duced at Uandore, as the near relation of 
fhe parfon's wife.— This dffgracefill hiftory 
pf fhe early part of her lifea gave that young^ 

lady^ 
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lady an opportunity of entirely rooting oi^- 
of her family, an objeft that mortified her 
vanity, and obftrufted her views of con-^ 
queft. 

Mrs. Herbert and Patty- were enjoined ta 
hold no correlpondence, or give any coun- 
tenance to fb worthlefs ^ creature> Mrs- 
Herbert engaged for them both, that they 
would not i and as for her daiaghtec> over- 
awed by her qoufinj^ whoji from her bofom 
friend, affefted to treat the moft: amiab!a^ 
and gentle creature in the world with at. 
hai^hty diftance, thejreverfc of what flae had 
been ufcd to, fhe wanted courage to put in 
a word for her abient friend ; though fhe 
well knew, from the tenour of her condud:^ 
as. well as the principles, fhe had always; 
adopted, and hf r praftice of every female 
virtue,; it was, impoflible fhe could hk 
guilty of thp mean vices laid to. her charge*. 
Though unablr to fpeak. ia Grofyem^v 
fquare, when they returned to their lodg- 
ings, fhe was very eloquent to her mama, 
leminding her qf a thoufand inilances o£ 

goodnefsjj. 
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goodnefs, and even grcathefs of foul, they 
had been witnefs to in Anna. 

Mrs. Herbert, more than half convinced 
by tlie generous pleadings of her daughter, 
would have been happy to indulge her, by 
again ferving Annaj but fhe was not at li- 
berty to a6t as (he thought proper : Mr,. 
Herbert's conne£Uons on one hand, and his 
neglect of his affairs on the other, had to 
involved his circumftances, that the large 
mortgage on their eftate had been twice on 
the point of being foreclofed, when Lady 
Edwin's generofity and afie£tion faved it. 

It was now again in the fame predica* 
ment, without die fame refource. 

Mr*. Herbert was fo far from wiihing to 
conceal the caufes of his ill management, 
that even in this excurfion^ he brought pub- 
lickly his woman and her femily with him> 
and the fame attendants as if ihe had been 
his wife. 

Sir William, enraged at the perpetual 
infults oflfered his filler, refufed any more 
tO; affift her undeferving hulband : diis re^ 

fufal 
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filial VIUI6 avei^^ on the iuffering wife, bjr 
the mofl. injurious ufage. 

Dead to the calls of nature, .and xrallous 
to the pleadings of hum^ty, it was .of na 
impoK to him, that his amu^e «ad pro- 
mifing fon Wjas oWig^d tp his rundis for hift 
prefent fuppoft at the UniveriSty, and hi& 
hopes of ^n qftabjiiibaMAt j^ M^ i that his 
Iftvply djaj^ghi^ -ft qb^rm^ Wiere itotsdly ov»- 
jbacd^dj ffof tviai?^ .the gphbatfaait^ uAiidx 
dcew bdf idie town ii&criier \ek d)aisniag 
^oulki ; jot 'that ills ddEbraiing vi^ife owed^M 
the fnwsDsX lonft of -her brother, even ^ 
contnr^d.appearanoe flienow^made $ while: 
her fixtuiK, iter caidc, oad >aodompltfiiri^ 
me^ .entitled her Co figiwe in^iheiBa^ft'.cir-^ 
cles. Since lus niiftrc^, and>hsrx:yidveii; 
t!0¥»ld 1^ longer ^be fopported, it ^was €M 
iieGOiSapf fp-r ^him tobe ftftli^non imy iefwk 
mib. ^Mirife .\^o.caidd.not;iuppty his^ptO'^ 
fligate neceflities* i . ' 

rCctciliia^s/diflike of .Anna was ivery vifi^ 
i>le, and her latteceft.over her father well 
•knomi:: inlukedat hl^mcr "dependent abroad^ 
4t ^as not for them^ Mrs. Herbert faid^, 

to 
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to fet odt cham^iom for the diilrsSed ; it 
rm^t bd thek* cuinr;* fhc therefore begged 
her daughter ftM lee ttte matter rtk, at,lcafl: 
for the prefent. ^ 

Yotmg Edwitt heard this new charaftcr 
^ Anna ^i«h rx»re plea^re than he chofe 
to Ihewi^ if.ifhe bad loft her reputation^ 
whether jufUy or not, flie woisld. be come^ 
at-ablcy her pide would be leis^ and his 
conqiaeft eafier : his valet HireU. knowing his 
otrtadhmetut to:Mi& Maafel> when h^ heard 
her Gtothciwcrfcfciniihg.ofF, (a.fecrwtof th»t 
kind cafistot.rtn^A long ib^in;^ gtrn^mari'js 
family) hatched *ith fa getod: fwfc«f% that 
he waS^ble Xd inform his mafter Hvhc re (he 
^fH^ gcnic tqt, ^?n he drejSfed fcim^'^ piece 
offetvi^e whkh wasiiandfom^ly.acknevf^- 
Mgpd by Mr, Ed^firt. . * ... * 

A rich wife n(yw bo€oj^H)g flpceffary to 
prevail on Sir William, to give him an in*- 
ifepeij^ent .oj^Utiflui^ept. m life, wlKf( he 

'WhotQl>e fiji^ied) t;^Ai Vf^toot^i^kd bf the 
^Ivice of Ms parent^). and4odifferentto,the 
opinion of the world, he might keep> la thfe 

firft 
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£ilt ilyle^ the girl he \ovtd : the charms (^ 
Mifs Ttirbvillc becaofie every day. more 
attmdting, and the paflion of her lover more 
violent 9 her content was obtained, and at 
the importunate folicitations of Mr. Edwin, 
the marriage celebrated at ' the feat of the 
lady'^ guardian, in Bedfordfhire, almoft in« 
fiantaneoufly^ 

Money does every thing in Laoridon ; and 
Seddon, with that glittering goad, con- 
trived, in a month, to furnilh their houie 
wkh the moft luxuriant degiamce, before 
they went out of town. Mr. Edwin, taking 
Mifs Herbert afide, aftied her if (he did not 
long to hear from her friend ? * " Yes, in- 
'^ deed, my dear coufm, I do," anfwered 
-Ihe eagerly. ""^ Why then," faid he, 
^* write a note, andleave it in my library; 
^^ and," fihiling, ^ I think I can promife 
<^ you an anfwer/* 

She did> direftly, as {he was ihftrufted : 
but an accident happened to the ^ anlwer'^ 
which drew on hcfr the dIfpleaAire of all licr 
family, and nK>rc particularly that of IVir. 
Edwin, ^ ■ •:': 

Aa 



ANNA. 71 

An heirefs, a tosift, a 'coquette, was Mif$ 
Turbville, with juft as much underftandinjg 
as was ncceflary to form fwh a charadter : 
•{he married Mr. £dwin with a difpofitiorH 
■which, had it be^n improved by attention 
and . affedlion on hi$ fide, might have 
•changed the unamiable part of her charac- 
ter, and rendered her a valuable metnberof 
ibciety : his perfon uncommonly handibme, 
iiis talents unqueftionably good, and thofc 
adorned with every advantage that educa- 
tion could beftow ; his msmn^s iftfinciating^ 
4iis addrefs pleafing, and perfeftly polite $ 
it was hardly pofliblc for M-ifs Turbville to 
avoid being fatisfied an^ happy in the choice 
which her dtcti&d parents had made for 
her, 

Mr, Edwin's perfon and manners, if not 
enforced by a great eftate, would have made 
an impreflion on her heart", though, per- 
<hapsi not of that ferio^s nature ^ to induce 
her to forego thw advantage 5 Ihe there^ 
forc, notwithftanding her paffion for admi- 
ration, thought, w^hen Jhe married^ but of 
loving, and being betoved by her hujband. 
- • But 
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Bxit *ycify few- da^rs/ nay fepiur% h&d paft, 
after t^e weddii^ befofe/ihe /ound too 
ftrong. rdafons to fufpe^ the mfttcbi ^n* hk 
&dc^hAd been perfeftly cHie of cotlvj^nkn^. 

The large fortuae (he was heirefk t^ with 
Mr agreeable p^t^, gr^^tr tafbe, in xin^^ and 
in&tke fpirit ai|d vivucity, la^^d iviad^ her a 
^divinity yt'uh h^tf th^ ibpsr of the ag^ >^ flatr 
tered, followed^ and careffed, in every cir- 
cle tn which ihe appeared, ibe had not iu& 
jicited mf. vtm\ could be p^ffi^^dof ft^icjh 
K^harn^s ^lid at^a^ic^ns;, {b-vamverfj»Uy a^r 
JwcW%d^4rwkho«f l^ei^ig ti^nfp<^0d i?^ 
loY^ ^nid gratitiKk; but tjbe cold, in^i- 
tmtfi fet!ting-qut oif i^dwin's career in. hk 
•^riied ftat|b,^;hi&::,4ficr€aifH»g[;neg^ bo^ 
of his wife and home, afforded groundsjfef 
:«..^iflrer€nit^^ f -;; . Jh. ,: ;- , , ...-' 

Sjie was ji^aiws of his- v.ant o£ agedbi^ 
wlthqift any p^rtic^ar tie^^ 4or fu^krion, 
•CetiAia. Edi^, .with:i^<]^2^,;pfidex.,y^yb 
4ind';tafttf fof ifteofeijeK hni^r^ifi^mt.fmJ^ 

law,; ivhWe confidiwj ifef^w^' j Jw. o^v*- 
mina:of ha iTrotftiaNrJbiid m9^ a dii^eyery 
^.i which 
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which ihe was anxious to improve^ and (he 
was, in confequence, underipretence of idle- 
nefs^ often loitering in his library and apart* 
ments : her keys, of which (he had a great 
number, were tried upon the lock of his 
writing-table in vain : it was a very good 
one; and curiofity was in defpair, wheji 
jone morning Mr. Edwin, whofe vifits at 
Brookes's were become long and. frequent^ 
had returned home fatigued, and half afleep, 
at feven in- the morning, and his valet be* 
ing^likewife tired, they had both quitted 
the drefling-room without perceiving his 
keys, which were left on the table, and 
were feen by Mifs Edwin, in her ufual per- 
ambulations over his apartments. 

With trembling eagernefs fhe flew to the 
repofitory of her brother's fecrets, and in- 
ftantly found Anna's note to Mifs Herbert, 
which Mr. Edwin had not thought proper 
to deliver. *^ Now," faidlhe, agitated be- 
yond expreffion, *' Ihall I find out the cun- 
*' ning of that creature ; and now will I 
^' expofe to my fifter the villany of her huf- 
** band." 

Vol. III. E She 
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SbQ ^aft ttii^»keii> no^rHliuiy ai^egred^ 
the note was. to her coufiA. ^ Fod i'' Said 
Ae^ ^ he » aftwsdly carrying on a. c<»rre^ 
<* f{V>ii<}eiicc between iua miftrds and her 
•* l&vcvi this letter la Mift Herbert k 
^ rme^t At Charles ; hoirev«r> wkh or mch- 
7 4)«it your kavse, my wife buocher, I fhaU 
^^ take 'the Uberty of opening this coftt^ 
^* %<>mienoe to your wife:** but after peru" 
fifig it over and over again^ fi^ fouiMl 
npthkig appear that, inftead o{ crimina- 
ting Anna, did not fpeak highty to her 
praife. 

So^ direft a contradiction to her ftifpi- 
cions ftriking her very forcibly, a tranfient 
regret arofe in her mind for depriving 
Anna of her mother's favour : but it was 
only tranfient; for Frajan urging the in*- 
jury offered to Mrs. Edwin, in a corre- 
(pondence with. Mr« Edwin, for which ht 
Tould' have but one motive, and that a 
Ihamefol one, and reminding her,, if flie had 
any defigns upon^ Charles Herbert, how ne- 
ccflary it was to perfuade his fifter of h^r 
diflike to Edwixi^ the fpirit both of rage and 

jealoufy 
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jeak>u[y continued ta laflucnce lier agmift 
the unofifenditig Anoa. 

The ^Mienc Am met Mlrs« Edwin^ the 
tulkii) diflatifified look of that young hide 
kindled inco reftMment^ by the figkc of the 
mclofiare t<^ her bQflMnd ^ fiie now foxind a 
reafcKV for hU deferting her bed^ for his 
cutting indifFercnce, ^xi^ cold neglcft.-*- 
She wept, and tore her hair ; hyfterics and 
bitter reproaches accoi^anied this difco*« 
Very, as (he espied it, of J^r hufbaml's inti*' 
delity. 

The carriage ^as immediately orderec^ 
«id Lad^ Cecilia was furpriied to fee at her 
toilette both her daughters, her attendants 
being at their requeft difmiflfed. The lec^ 
ter was produced. 

Lady Edwin was not more haughty in 
her difpofition, than humane in her fcntin 
ments 5 the pride of high blood was accoib- 
panicd with a generofity of foul, and an 
elevation of idfeasj' that Ihedbemed heredi- 
tary virtues, and which, new to hereditary 
honours, was moft vaitoWe in her eftima- 
tion. That a girl (he had turned from her 

E 2 houfc 
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houfe and familf, in a manner fo difgrace- 
fill, (hould have ftrength of niind to write 
fuch a note> fo conformable to her own 
ideas of propriety j that a mind fo vitiated 
in its own praftiqes could fo charmingly 
didtate to that of another, was a contradic- 
tion fhe could not reconcile : and the 
warmth of her temper never fufFering her 
cither to be a moderate friend, or placable 
enemy, her partiality for Anna, and in the 
fame degree her anger to thofe who had, as 
flie inftantly believed, falfely accufed her> 
returned ; but the fituation of her daughter- 
in-law, young, fatherlefs and motherlefs, 
.deferted by her hulband at fo early a period, 
which Ihe found to be too truly the cafe, 
affefted her exceedingly. 

His propenfity to gaming, which he had 
always fecrctly indulged, was now public : 
he was married to one woman, while his 
heart preferred another j that other, the 
moft likely, had he been united to her, to 
have drawn .him from every evil habit j and, 
not obtaining her on the terms which only 
now it was in his power to offer, as likely to 

make 
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make him defpcrately carelcfs of the future; 
or, if he did gain her, no doubt could be 
entertained of her entire power over him. 

Thusj then, Lady Cecilia found the bright 
prpfpefts her imagination had formed, of 
feeing the honour and virtue of her anceftors 
perpetuated in her fon, clouded by fears of 
a moft alarming nature ; the more painful, 
as flie could not reveal them to either of the 
young ladies. 

Mrs, Edwin's tears and diftrefs called for, 
ind received every confolation maternal 
afFeftion could ofF<?f j flie aiTured her, and 
begged her to believe, a little time and ex- 
perience, joined with the unabating tender- 
nefs of fo charming a wife, muft have its 
weight in the mind of ^ fenfible man -, and, 
" with refpeft to this paper," added fhc, 
darting an angry look at her daughter, 
" which your officious, and I wilh I could 
^* fay well-meaning curiofity, has expofed, 
for God's fake deftroy it. No one rc-i 
prehenfible thought is here fecn on the 
" part of Anna Manfel ; you find, the only 
" degree of blame fhe can incur, in the 

E 3 tranf- 
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" tranfatftiono by clandeftinely correlpond- 
•* ing with Edwin, is done away ia her 

jBOce. Should your brother, Mifs, know 

of the liberty you Jiave taken jvith his 
" letter, he would not incur my cenfurc by 
f* putting a repetition of fuch a breach of 

the laws of honour out of your power, by 

forbidding you his houfe.'* 

This threat had more weight than an/ 
other part of the converfation on the two 
ladies ; the idcsi of ieparation was not to be 
borne* Young Edwin did not ktLtnd ta 
return to Wdes this fvimntwr : if he quitted 
London at all, it would be to a family 
manfion of his Lady 'a in Shropihire^i and, if 
Mi& Ed^dn .qiwrelled wEth hm, ihe muft 
go with her filly mother, aod be oontent t» 
conyerfe with her fimple cotufin Patty, or 
bexhiefly alone: the firft was a J^ore, tfa0 
ktMr intolerable ; .with a very iU grace, 
therefore, ihc pcmfcntcd to obey Jier mother i 
ftipxdating pnly, that Patty fliduW be jfe^ 
vcoelty 'reprehended, and fojbid, tmdcr paiti 
t>f .tfieir gen0*al difpkafure, ever mnwe to 
tqpeataa^adiaf fbchdifobedience^: in thhi 
f . \ Ihe 
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ih£ was indulged. Aa Lady Cecilia was 
very angry with Mifs Herbert, the pru- 
dence of Anna but a^rav^ed her oScnce i 
and though fhr did not think it heoelTary 
to reveal it to them> iihe had ferious appre- 
henfions of her foa's conduct. In her heart 
Ibe yet efteemed our heroine, and would 
havf gladly reinflated her in her family i 
but, at prefent, it appeared totally impro^ 
pen 

She, ther^re fcnt for Mrs. Herbert and 
her datighier, and, in the prefence of Mra. 
Ed^n Mtd Ceciliai treated her with lefs 
tendernefs and more afperity tlian fhe hail 
-ever done, or indeed hnd occtfioa to ^^ 
bef^ire. 

Mrsu and Mifs Edwin then \f{t them^ 
Jbau^itily returning Mrs. Herbert's civili* 
ties, and totally overlooking tbofe of fa^ 
daughter. 

Mrs. Herbert, with att the ^Qqu^oe ^ 
grief, befo^t her fifter to fofTg;ivc the 
poor girl for what had happened; and Patty 
joining her fuppUcations, Lady Edwin wa» 
ibon appeafed. 

E 4 Saeing 
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Seeing they ftill appeared very difpiritcdj^ 
(he inquired with great tendernefs into the 
caufe. — Mrs. Herbert, with looks of fad- 
nefs and defpair, kept filent ; but Pattys 
burfting into tears, informed her Mr. Her- 
bert had been that morning arreftcd for a 
debt of feven hundred pounds, contrafted 
by Mrs. Nichols; and that he was carried^ 
at his own requeft, to the King's Bench 
prifon, as he faid he was wholly without 
refoiirces to pay that and many other de- 
mands he expe&ed would be made on him*. 

Not lefs furprifcd than affected,. Lady 
Edwin affectionately crhbraced them, fay- 
ing, flie never fliould forgive herfclf for 
^gravating, at fuch a period, the'diftrefi 
they were in i flic infifted, as fhe did not 
know how Sir William would chufe to ad 
towards Mr. Herbert, to take on herfelf 
the government of them, and that they 
ihould direftly fend for what things they 
had at their lodgings, and ordered the maid 
who attended them to follow : the man, ftie 
fuppofcd, his mafter might want. 

Mri^ 
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Rirs. Herbert and her daughter were too 

little accuftomed to fuch fcenes^ not to re« 

joice at leaving a jdace where they had 

fufiered flich mortification and difgrace: 

their baggage was foon removed, and be- 

fore night they were comfortably fettled in 

Grofvenor-fquare, Lady Edwin omitting 

no one thing that could alleviate their dif* 

trefs : but Sir William was inexorable to 

Mr. Herbert, nor would hear of his affairs, 

except he would relinquilh raat eftate, it 

was no longer in his power to keep, to his 

fon; on which terms he offered once more 

to pay off' the mortgage. 

This was refufed with fcorn by Mn 
Herbert; whofe miftrefs being removed 
with him into tlie liberties of the prifbn, 
faid, he wanted nothing of them. 

Sir William enraged at his hardened vil- 
lany, refiifed to hear even his beloved lifter, 
in behalf of a man fo loft to every fenfe 
of honour; and, to avoid any farther follcita- 
tions, he was pre-determined to rejeft, pre- 
vailed on Lady Edwin to leave town imme- 
diately* Mrs. Herbert declined accompa- 

E 5 " nying 
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Hying them : ihc had hitherto fulfilled, tm 
the iitraoft Xf£ bsr power, her conjugal 4u- 
ties i nor caiidikejxowi inthehour of dif- 
trefs, notwichftanding his libertine conduct, 
prevail on herfelf to defeit her hufcand. 
He had forbidden her coming to him ; but 
file chofe ix> &SLJ iTvithin reach of ferving tbo 
ffdrber of her children* 
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Broken Bones. 
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OUNG Herbert, w!h<^e JU ftatje of 
health prwented bis being at Mr* Edwin*^ 
wedding, w^ fent.for tp town on this grie- 
vous occafion,— Though fond of hisfno*- 
iher, whofe idol he was, and always feel*- 
iiig for her ill treatncicnt, he did not think 
liimfelf exoufed by the bad opinion he en^ 
tertained of the isnorals of n^^ikher, fxpm 
paying his duty to him as his fon. 

Indeed 
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Indeed diat unhappy mao had ever 
treated each of his children with indulgfcoise 
and tenderne&> though he fo blindly raa 
on in adtfons he well knew, myft i;n (lie end 
ruin their fortunes. Mrs. Herbert'^ jpii^ 
ture was ail that was kfc of tb9 wreck pf 
their once affluent circumftances,**-<-Ek had 
never propofed to her parting with it ; and 
if he had> her ftrong maternal feelinga 
would have refufed a facrifice £>r wtuch her 
deiar bov would fwflfcr. 
' Charles found his fi^ther in a {icu^tiod 
which wrung his foul, in a paltry lodging 
it a grocer's (hop, up one pair of narrow 
ftairs, in dirty linen, and with an unfhave^ 
face. At a table, with his bottle before himi 
fat Mr. Herbert j his once handfome per- 
fon loft in the flovenly difguifc of inebriety 
and indolence.~On one fide fat hia miftrefs, 
with two of her children, on the of her a 
caan in naval uniform : they were in a roaf 
of mirth^ when the appearance of yooi^ 
Herbert, in whofe countenance the difljrels 
of his mind was vifibly piduredi brought 
the blulh pf Ihame into his jEki^ef's di^, 

E 6 and 
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end impofed Xilence on his compaaions— -^ 
Charles was at firft only fen fible of the* 
dreadful change in Mr. Herbert's circum- 
fiances : to Vifit him in prifon> and . ta 
know that his vices brought him there^ 
were fa£ts that at once filled him with com- 
paflion and (hame — ^but the changed figure 
of a beloved parent, took from him all 
power of rcBeftion. •— In the effufions of 
filial tendernefs, he remembered only thc- 
wretched fate of his father, without think- 
ing on the iniquitous life in which it had 
originated. 

Mr. Herbert was not an ill-natured 
man ; the agony in which he beheld a fon^ 
of whom he had been always proud, 
brought to his mind, in full force, the in- 
juries he had done his family : Ihame and 
grief overwhelmed himj and when Charles j 
•with folemn refped, afked if nothing could 
be done to relieve him from a ftate equally 
idiftreffing and difgraceful, he hid his face^ 
and wept aloud. 

A paufe enfued. 

Young Herbert had then a view of hfa 

- father's 
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ikthcr^scompanionsr— He recollefted NichoUi 
when Ihe waited on hb mother : a glow of 
indignation took pofieilion of thofe features 
which but a moment before exprefied no- 
thing but duty and afiedticm-— Darting a 
. contemptuous look at her, he bid her leave 
the room — She, heated with liquor, rcfufedb 
to obey him ; on which, forgetting the re- 
fpeft due to his father's prefence, he rofe ti> 
turn her out. 

Nichols was violent in her temper, and 
virulent in her language ; her rage incrcafed 
with her refiftance, and her outcries brought 
the man whom fhc called brother to her 
afliftance : he was a ftout, ill-looking fel- 
low, about thirty-five, and made up to 
Herbert, in a threatening pofture, — ^Thc 
young man> whofe natural ftrcngth and 
courage was increafed by a fenfc of a fa-^ 
ther's ruin, and the injuries of a mother> 
who was now full in his mind, with all her 
forrows about her, burfting with rage and 
anguifh, as an obje£t more Suitable to him^ 
he inftantly let go the woman> and feizing 

on 
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•n her champion^ ' threw him dawn ftafi-fl^ 
where he lay fcrvfelefs. 

The alarm given by iuch an afFair wa& 
fbon fpread; a furgeon was tcnmediatel]r 
fent for, who found his collar-bone brokw^ 
and one hip diO0c^ed; aad> moreoyer, frocrt 
the habit of body he was in) pronounced 
him in the utmoft danger : the woman tore 
her hair, and ran about diflra£ted> vowing 
fli^ would have blood for blood 

Thofe threat* from one he well knew ca- 
p9hie of putting them in execution, ftruck 
Mr. Herbert to the foul : it was in vain he 
implored her to be calm, to wait the 
event, and to have in ccnfideration^ that it 
was kis/on ihe fo violently vowed to be the 
deftru Aion of. 

Inftead of the eff^&s be wiihed hi$ en* 
treaties to bav^ it ^oiUy exafperated \^ 
more, a«id feveral eu^preflions (he Aet drop, 
giving him te^on tQ fuppofe her ccmcerii 
]i¥a$ f(xr % perfooi criminally dear to her» 
i^QUgh he had bera looked on, and fup* 
ported by hipa asher brother, he threw iiim*» 
ielf into the arms of his fon, crying, " Oh \ 
*' Charles, Charles, canil thou yet bear the 

«* prefencc 
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^ prcfencc of ^ father, who> for that devi^ 
" has brought thy amiable mothcr> tlif 
" iormlf fiftcr, arid thyfdf to r«m; who» for 
*-^ her, and for wretches like her, has er^^ed 
•* poverty and depcndancc on his poftc- 
•* rity ; and who now, by the vile excels of 
•* wickednelk, has perhaps brought his only 
** fon to an untimdy end ! 

^' Fly, Charles ; leave me, while yet th^ 
*^ coafuikm and the abfencc of that fiend 
*^ will admi^ it! — Save, for the fake of thy 
^ poor mother, a life ef fuch confequenoe 
" to her J let not noy crimes drive her cc^ 
'* madnd& ; let them not rob my inoocent 
*^ Patty of her only prote&or/* 

Charleses heart;, ^wrongby the grkf of hU 
&tiier> and fhocked at the Hkely confer 
quencea of his raftmefs, yet iek a joy not to 
bt defcribed^ at thH confe0ion c^ Ih/$ fenfe 
of the errors <^ hi$ life ; he entreated biffi 
to be comforted i now, that be was iefl$bl^ 
of the wrong ftep^ he had taken* fortune 
yfoxAi agai« fmite on him, [ 

<* C>K, n<5ver> never!" ^weired the diC- 
teaftcd maa.-^^ Go, gQ> my dear> my nor 

« bk 
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*^ blc fon — if thou wouldft not rob me of 
** my fcnfcs, let me know thee out of dan- 
ce gcj. — Si^ear thou wilt inftantly quit the 
" kingdom — ^trifle not with my agony — 
" leave me, I command thee, tjiis inftant, 
** if (running to his piftol) thou wouldefb 
•« not fee me add fuicide to my other fins/* 
^— Terrified at this threat, he fworc to obey 
him. 

The vile woman had now left the room> 
CO aQlft in carrying up the man; in the con- 
flifion and hurry it was therefore poffible to 
pafs unnoticed. " Fetch another furgeon,** 
faidMr. Herbert to his fon, •* this nwrnent." 
On that pretence, he pafled the people in 
the houfe; and, what was ftill more lucky, 
the conftables, who had been fent for on the 
iirft alarm by the outrageous Nichols. 

When he reached the oppofite fide, he 
looked up at his fatKcr's apartment, where 
he faw him ftanding watching eagerly whe- 
ther he had efcaped ; which finding he had, 
he waved his hand, 'pointing to the youth, 
-meaning for him to go to France : this 
he refolved to do; but he had matters to 

fettle> 
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tetdCr of more confequencc to him than 
even the prefervation of exiftence : his mo- 
ther's weak health and ^irits muft be armed 
for the news; and there was one more perfbn 
he wifhed not to leave England without 
feeing. 

He had h«ard from his Itftcr, of Anna's 
difgrace in GrofVenor-fquare : the vices laid 
to her charge he gave not the leaft credit 
to; biit he was not fb clear in his fufpicions 
of her connection with Edwin, which he 
was now confirmed in, hy hearing of the 
note he conveyed to her, from his lifler. 

Attached to her from principle, as well 
as paflion^i which had increafed in every 
interview, he found himfelf unable to con- 
quer his prejudices in her favour. — Not- 
withftanding Co many reafons to think with 
lefs refpeft on a woman of doubtful charac- 
ter, his partial fancy wandered over her per* 
fcftions, and dwelt fo ftrongly on her 
charms j reafon, refleftion, nor the rnluper- 
able bars of fate^ had power to leflen her 
empire over his mind. — Though his peace- 
was deftroyedik and his health impaired by 

thft 
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the coniinuai Oruggks of botpe and fear in 
his bofomi he at kil flole from Oxford^ 
and (what myftcry will not love devdope ?) 
traced Mifs ManTel to Daltan's ; k was at 
this period he made his acqu^tance 
with Collet, with whom he regularly cor* 
relponded i it was him he waniied to fee in 
the iirft inftancej Ttod, a5 he was going> 
perhaps for ever, to endeavour to obtaio 
pne interview with Anna, merely to catch 
a laft look, to- confefs to her his Jiopelefs 
iove, and to try to prevail on her, for her 
own fafae, to return to Parfon Manfel's^^ and 
CO bid her adieu for ever ! 

He crofled the water^ and, taking. a coach 
from Tow<r-HUI, arrived at Layton the 
very day after Anna left it. Collet gave 
Jhim a mQ& friendly reception, and told him 
he bad juft written an account that he waiS 
forry to give him of Mifs Manfel. 

Mr. Herbert'^ countenance;, when he en- 
tered, partly with tfie agitations oF His min/J, 
and partly with the idea in which he had 
indulged himfelf, of venting a paffion that 
deftroyed him, at the feet of the obyeftwho 

irilpired 
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Inipired it, *vb& flufiied^ and changed to a 
deadly pale^ aot daring to afk what he 
dreaded to hear r for, hpwever ftrong ap-i^ 
pearances were againft our hcrQine> the 
rooted gpod opinion and rclpeft which 
her conftaat fociety fmd condudt had given 
J^im at L<landore> and the eftablilhed amia^ 
ble chsiradler flic; bore during her refidence 
there, as well as the love exprefled for her 
by fo good a. nian, and fo worthy a woman 
as the reftor and his wife^. tt^ther with 
f he fccret hopes which ever accompany a 
lover's wifh, had always flattered him 
flie might y«t be iAnocent, though not for 
him* 

But now CoUet^s difinal countenance^ at 
once t^c enfign and pity of ill news^ 
ihocked him beyond the power of ut^r- 
ancc .Afiier a Bttle paufe, however, hh 
rcafbn ttaflbmed its iway^i and he heard ithe 
accotmt qf iKJ?:etepement with emotions of 
ferrowj^ .U:\s^ch <(Hi^ifion was vifibly 
Wended I he r^PCtted her not being fol- 
lowed, though now all doubts ctf her fe- 
do&ittft toy Edwin were at an end. Thofc 
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only who have felt every joy blafted, everjr 
wifh fruftrated, can form an idea of the 
diftrefs of nnind he laboured under at this 
monnent : his heart died within him j the 
thoughts of flying to the continent no lon- 
ger engroffed his attention. Of what value 
was life to a man, deprived of the wretch's 
laft refource, hope ? He revealed to Col- 
let the accident that happened to him, and 
the confequences he had fuch reafon to ap- 
prehend from the effects of his paffion. 

Collet now turned as pal^ in his turn. 
" What!" cried he, "can you then fo 
coolly talk of an event that may bring 
you to an untimely death? Why, fop 
•* Gkxi^s fake, arc yoii hel^ ? Why do you 
** not leave the kingdom ? But ftay V where 
" is the man, do you fay ? Here,' write ; 
" write direftions : and. Lord, have mercy 
** upon us.! what wiU become of your 
*' friends ? You fay, you have a mother j 
" you are too much in love to think of 
" her, I fuppofc. — Come, let us go>*^ put- 
oiog on his hat. 

Herbert^ 
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Herbert, whofe filial attention had been 
whoUy loft in the dcfpair which feizcd 
him on Collet!s. account of Anna, now, 
indeed, remewibered he had a mother j one, 
whofe life hung upon his welfare } and a 
.filler, who doted on him : he ' therefore 
gratefully accepted of Collet*s oflfer to ac- 
.company i liim to town to viGt the man, and 
to render him any farther fervice the exi- 
gency of the cafe required. 

When they reached the Borough, Collet 
alighted, and Herbert went on to the Lon- 
4pn Coffec-houfe> as a place Jefs likely for 
him to be known in, in cafe of the worft, 
than any one in the vicinity of St. James's. 
When Collet arrived at the grocer's, he 
-enquired for Mr. Hjcrbert, and was moft 
agreeably furprifed to hear he was gone 
-from thence: having fent for his lawyer, 
and removed himfelf to the Fleet, his next 
'inquiries were of Mrs, Nichols and her 
broriicr. 

'^ Brother I" anfwered the woman of tht 
houfe, " the fellow Ihe calls fo is bad enough, 
** I believe, and flie fuffers enough for 

«* himi 
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** him ; but I affure you, Stt, tbou^ I let 
*^ lodgings, if I had known ike was nor 
*' Mr, Herbert's wife, Ihe. Should not have 
^' fet her foot here : it was not the ad of a 
*^ gentleman to bring fuch a creature t9 
^* an honei): houfe, when he bad fb' good a 
** iady and fuch Iweet children^-*— Poor dear 
^^ gentlewoman, 'twould have melted a 
^^ heart of ftone to have ieen her and her 
^^ daughter, lamenting o^er each oth^^ 
"*' and falling on their knees to pray that 
^^ the fbn might get out of the kingdom ; 
^^ for the Doftor fays^ the man mii iar^ 
<* tainly die/* 

Collet could bear to hear no more : he 
inquired where the ftirgeon livedo and 
Jiaving the diredion, waited on him im- 
mediately. He happened luckily not only 
<D be a ikililil, humane n^an, but one 
who had walked the hofpitals with Collet, 
and was an- old acquaintan^e.-^He ganre 
him every light into the man's fituatiow in 
his power, aifti concluded by^ facing, if it 
were poffible to keep .the womian from hint, 
he ihould hope to lower the fever i and 

in 
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In that csdkj tke tjii^ being reduced^ and 
the hotkt hty he might recover ; bm chougk 
he had t^d har the evii confequenees which 
\¥Ould' certainly follow her obftinatdy dif- 
Curbing him widi her turbuktit grief> he 
had not been able to prevail on ho: tx> kay^ 
him. 

At Golkt's defire they went i^iere, and 
being fhewn intxi a^ room aid^ning that 
where the patient tay^ they hea-d Niched 
in a loud key, between crying and fcolding^ 
Vowing fereiige.agsiiftft the murderer of her 
dear Jack, 

She was informed the Do6bor wanted to 
l^ak with her : when ihe made bet appear- 
ance, he begged her to think on the advice 
Ite hadgivefn her*; and, if the Kfe of the fiek 
perfon was really dear to her, to permit hicn 
<o be quiet. 

Collet was a very good iux^eon» apothe- 
cary, and man-midwife : he was more 5 he 
knew a little fmattering of the law, which 
he had picked up in his youth at the houfe 
^f an uncle who was of that profeSlon. 

The 
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The landlady entering, with v<5ty littte 
ceremony, at this moment;, to demand her 
rent, and at the fame time to require fecur 
rity for what might become farther due be- 
fore the man would be fit to remove if he 
recovered. Collet aiked who had taken the 
lodgings ? *' Mr. Herbert," was the anfwer* 
—- " This lady, then, can have no right 
** here," faid he; "I will pay what may 
^' be due from that gentlemam ; you muft 
*' yoiirfelf determine whether, when I dif- 

charge the apartmeht, you will accept 

this lady for your tenant." 

** Not for the world," anfwered the wo- 
man i '^ the beil ladies, whofe misfortune 
*' it is to be obliged to live in the rules, 
** occupy my apartments : I have no occa- 
-" fion to take in caft-oflF miftreffes." 

Nichols, whofe cunning equalled her 
wickedneis, for the firft time now thought 
of the unthrifty game flie was playing. 

Mrs. Emmerfon, indeed, knew well 
c^lOugh, from the beginning, the charader of 
Nichols i but while her lodgers paid before- 
hand, and fpent with profufcnefs> mpney, 

which. 
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which, if property applied, would go far 
towards fatisfying their creditors, it was 
her way to be the moft fervile and fawning 
of creatures : but when it was no longer in 
their power to feed her unbounded avarice, 
no one knew the art of changing fooner, or 
with fo little ceremony. 

Mrs. Herbert, the lawfyl wife, with her 
daughter, whofe appearance, in their un- 
drefs, was elegant and genteel, and in a 
carriage, (one of Mr. Edwin's) which was 
fplendid, were objefts of infinitely more 
confequence to her, than Nichols, now 
abandoned by her keeper, •although fhehad 
maintained, at a moft extravagant rate, all t!;c 
family, from the time they had been in the 
lodgings. This the wretched woman felt; 
and though fhe was not fo deftitute of the 
means to infure refpedt, as her landlady 
iuppofed, the idea of being debarred from 
feeing her quondam brother brought her to 
an humble fenfe of her fituation: fhe pro- 
mifcd, if ftie wa§ fuflfered to continue there 
till Tyrrel could be fafely removed, fhe 
. Vol. Ill, F would 
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would not enter his room without their 
leave. ^ 

On this, Mrs. Emmcrfon was promifcd 
payment of every expence that fhould be 
incurred ; and the two furgeons then vifited 
' the patient. 

They found him with every fymptom 
of an inflamnnatory fever, reftlefs, and ap- 
parendy in great agony, yet fenfible. He 
afked, with eagernefs, if there were any 
hopes of his recovery ? Mr. Walker told 
' him, and it was confirmed by Collet, that 
all depended on his being kept quiet. 

After a litde*paufe, ** Then," faid he, 
". gentlemen, you admit it to be doubtful ; 
*' and that is enough to give me warning 
^ that I fhall foon be called upon, to an- 
'^ Iwer, at the bar of heaven, for the fins of 
** my paft life : while I have my fenfes, 
" then, let me make all the atonement now 
" in my power, for the injury I have 
" done the gentleman, who, if I defer it, 
'' and die, muft fufier for an aft to which 
" I provoked him/' 

Mr. 
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Mr. Walker would have advifed him to 
compofe hirrifelf for the prefent, allcdging 
the certainty there was of the leaft agha- 
tion incrcafing the fever : but G>Uet^ who 
thought if he expired as ibon as his con* 
feiTion was ended, it was of far leis import, 
than keeping one moment in fulpcnfe the 
fafety of fuch a man as Charles Herbert; 
ran out of the room, and in a fccond re- 
turned with pen, ink, and paper, and ad- 
vifing him to encourage thofe repentant 
thoughts, fat down with great gravity to 
take his confeffion. 

Nichols, too guilty not to be alarmed 
at Collet's condud, rufhed fiercely in, de- 
manding what they were at ? Her prdence 
vifibly difordered the fick man ; he begged 
Ihe might be fent out of the room, and Col- 
let feizing her, not in the moft gentle man^ 
ner, forced her into an adjoining apartment, 
locked her in, telling her, in a determined 
voice, if fhe attempted to interrupt them 
again, fhe Ihould iiAantly be turned out of 
the houfe. He returned then to his office; 
and took down the following particulars, 

F 2 givcft 
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given at broken intervals of pain by the 
patient : 

" James Tyrrel voluntarily confeffes, 
'* he , lived fellow-fervant with Eliazabeth 
** Nichols, by whom he had a child, be- 
*' fore fhe waited on Mrs. Herbert, on 
*' which account he abfconded, and en- 
** tered on board a man of war -, that find* 
" ing Mr. Herbert had taken Nichols into 
'^ keeping, and that he was a man of inte* 
" reft, he applied to his old friend, who 
** was rejoiced to fee him, and introduced 
*^ him to Mr. Herbert as her half-brother, 
" and prevailed on him to get him a gun- 
^* ner's warrant; that they renewed their 
" connc&ion whenever he could leave the 
** fhip, which having done once too often, 
" he was broken ; fince which they had mu- 
*' tually agreed to make up a fum of money, 
" and- dope from Mr. Herbert ; that they 
" had fucceeded fo far as to realize two 
*' thoufand pounds, and the next morning 
" (now they had gotten all there was to be 
** had) was fixed for their departure, when 
'^ the accident happened which is like to 

«'cnd 
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^ end in this criminal's death: but the 
** faid James Tyrrel folemnly declares, in 
^ the prefence of Jofiah Walker and Je- 
^* remiah Collet, that he firft affaulted Mr. 
Herbert, without any provocation what- 
ever J and he is furc that gentleman was 
*^ wholly innocent of^ any defigns "againft 
« his life." 

With this paper, as foon as figned and 
witnefled, which was done in the. prefence 
of Emmerfon and his wife, who were fym- 
Hioned for the occalion, .Collet was in fuch 
a hurry to get away, that he forgot to \i» 
berate the lady,- or to get into a coach he 
had ordered to be called, but ran away to- 
the London cofFee-houfe, where he found 
Mr- Herbert, with a packet of letters be- 
fore him, fealed and direfted, and himfeif 
ready to fet out. 

Collet congratulated him on the good 
.news he had brought, and (hewing him the 
confeffion of Tyrrel, now averred there was 
no occafion for him to leave his friends and 
country. 

. F 3 It 
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It is not to be doubted but Herbert was 
glad to find the black and abhorred crime 
o( premeditated murder was not attributed 
to hm ', but an acquittal of this, and every 
other error, could not give peace to his 
fcofom : there the fcducing form of Anna 
for ever dwelt. — Reafon nor jdiilofophy 
could reconcile him to her lofs, which every 
moment tfffi6ted him beyond the laft. — 
His heart funk when he refle£ted on her 
prefcnt fituation 5 he had coafiderpd and re* 
confidered how he could eatift, breadhing the 
fane air with her, for ever loft to him.— 
Having x:<»iclud6d it impoflible, he refelved 
to leave the kingdom, and, when on the 
continent, to write to his friends for leave 
to continue fbme time abroad previous to 
his ejltering the Temple. 

Collet's intelligence, therefore, had not 
the efiefl: he expcfted. Herbert found his 
niother had been at Emmeribn's, and that 
flie concluded him gone. The realbn he 
chofe to aflign for parting was, he thought^ 
belt avoided i and having given it his 

friendj^ 
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friend, and engaged his correfpondence, he 
fent for a' chaife, and fet off for Dover, 

Collet, from the time he had left home, 
till the prefent moment, had never be- 
dewed a thought on Lay ton; but the in- 
ftant he had done the laft friendly office for 
Herbert, and had feen him from the door, it 
occurred to him, that he had three women, 
fr<Hn each of whom he was in hourly ex^^ 
-pe^ation of a fummons, two men in fevers, 
and a boy with a broken leg, every one 
of whom he ought to have vifited that 
evening, and that lie had left home without 
the leaft intimation of where he was going, 
or when he fhould return : he had alfo pro- 
mifcd Charles to w^t on Mrs, Herbert in 
the morning, and inform her of all that had 
pajled at £mmerfbn*s^ but without hinting 
that he liad feen her fbn, or on what oc- 
cafion : immediately then throwing himfclf 
into a poft-chaife» he returned to Layton* 
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CHAPTER LVII. 



Lady's Dreffing-RGom. 



T was broad day when theDoftor reached 
his own houfe, which was in no fmall con- 
fufion, on account of his abfence. Finding 
he had not been particularly wanted, he re- 
tired extremely fatigued, and enjoyed the 
heavenly repofe a fenfe of having adted 
under that Divine Command of loving our 
neighbours as ourfelves, and doing unto 
all men as we would they fhould do unto 
us, infures. 

The next morning Mrs. Wellers, among 

the reft of his friends, came to inquire by 

v/hat fudden power Collet had vaniflied; 

her, and her only, he made acquainted with 

the whole affair ; fhewed her the letters he 

promifed to deliver, and which he intended 

going to town to do, as foon as he had been 

round to vifit his patients. 

. .: The 
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The one direfted to Mrs, Herbert, in 
Grofvenor-fquare, caught her eye ; fhe told 
him (he had two days ago been twice there, 

* 

and was affured all the family had left 
town. But as I have not informed my 
reader of the fuccefs of that lady's inquiries 
after my heroine's character, I muft account 
for fome part of her behaviour, by doing it 
now. 

She went, her fon efcorting her to Sir 
William Edwin's, where, expreffing much 
difappointment at hearing they had left 
town, the fervant' told, her, young Mr; 
Edwin lived in Portman-fquare. They 
drove there — -the ladies werenotftirring.— • 
They alked what time they would be vifible ? 
About two o'clock. — At two they returned, 
and were ulhered, through a fuit of magni- 
ficent rooms, into one in which fat Mrs^ 
Edwin and Cecilia, attended by Frajan, 
who was now equally the favourite of both 
fifters. - . 

Mrs. Wellers' curiofity wis^ excited 
about thofe young ladies, more from the 
reports of others, than any thing, ihe had 

F- 5 heard 
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heard from Anna} her grateful remcm-^ 
brance of the former kindnefs of that fa- 
mily had fealed her lips, refpefting any ill 
qualities Mils Edwin might be fubjed to. 
As to Mrs. Edwin, fhe was, in a manner, a 
ilranger to her 5 but fuch very fine ladies 
could not buc be famous— they led the 
mode-^the Edwin cap, hat> ihoe, and fafli> 
were univerfally worn. 
. They were fitting on white fattin Otto- 
mans, a fuperb breakfaft equipage b^re 
them i the room breathed perfumes ; it was 
decorated with the choiceft and moft 
beautiful flowers in the fineft china vafes s 
the toilette magnificently fet out with 
filyer fillagrce boxes ; and the aflcmblagc 
of every elegance luxury could invent, of 
money purchafe, were here in the height of 
profufion. 

Mrs. Edwin's drefs was a beautiful ipot- 
ted gauze chemiie, lined with pale pink 
perfian j Cecilia's the fame, with the difiler* 
ence of a lilach lining. 

But peace dwelt not on the brow of the 
fiur miftreis of this degant manfion 3 a fret- 

ful 



ANNA. 107 

ful fuUenncfs clouded her features ; not in 
the poffeffion of her hufband's affedkions, 
fhe defpifed die ridiculous advice of her 
jnother-in-law, and fcorned to court, where 
her vanity told her flie ought to be courted : 
her houfe was a continual fcene of diffipa- 
tion ; yet there fhe was reftlefs and diffatif- 
fied. Her delicate conftitution began to 
f\ifFer from the fatigue of following each 
fafhionable reforr, in fearch of happinefsj 
and this morning hfcr eyes were funk lan- 
guidly in that head, which ftill violently 
ached, from the late hours flie had kept the 
preceding evening, 

Mifs Edwin was more gay ; flie had at- 
trafted the notice of a man of fafhion and 
quality, who had looked and fwore enough 
to gratify any coquette alive. 

Mrs. Wellers, being received with great 
politenefs and feated, opened her bufinefs ; 
it was (Lady Edwin hot being in town) to 
• inquire, the charafter of a young perfon 
who lived with her as companion, a Mifs 
Mai^fci* 

E & Mrs. 
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Mrs. Edwin, indifpofed and out of fpi- 
rits before, appeared greatly affefted at the- 
nanrie, and prefently burft into tears. The 
fadnefs of her appearance, amidft fo many 
fources of pleafure, had fenfibly ftricken 
Mrs. Wellers the monient fhe came in; 
and to find the caufe originated with her 
favourite, not a little fhocked her. 

Mifs Edwin immediately anfwered her 
inquiries, in a manner the reader will ex- 
peft. Frajan was ready, not only to con- 
firm, but invent 5 and Mrs. Wellers, who, 
appearing ^ very good fort of a woman, was 
told, in confidence, they had every reafon 
to fufpeft Mr. Edwin now aftually kept the 
objeft of her inquiry. 

Mrs. Edwin's tears flowed afrefh at this 
part of the, ftory; and Mrs. WellerSj^ 
Ihocked, mortified, and difappointed, took 
her leave. 

When they were in the carriage, as Ihe 
began to exprefs her diftrefs at what had 
happened, Mr. Wellers, without the leaft 
change of countenance, declared his refolu- 
tjon of ne^r taking any one into his houfe 

without 
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without a good charafter, be their appear- 
ance ever fo fpecious. 

As they drove on, fhe ruminated on what. 
had pafTed^ and all fhe had heard ; but: 
when fhe cBxnc ta compare the afltions fhe* 
had been, told of, with the ingenuous look>. 
tiie elegant manners, and refined ftntimentsi 
of Anna, fuch a flagrant contradidion fhe- 
was aftonilhed at ; and recoUefting howv 
inconfiflent. with. their account of her, had> 
been ths beha^ioui^ fhe was accidentally 
witnefs to when Edwin vifited. her, her- 
partiality returned, and rendered Mifc 
Edwin's char»5tef of Anna incredible : fhe 
once more went to Grofvenor-fquare, in. 
order to get direftions to write to Lady 
Cecilia, and refolved to avoid coming to a 
final^claircifTement with Anna till fhe heard 
from her. 

Again fhe queflioned the fervants very 
clofely about any of the family's being in 
town, and again fhe was as floutly anfwered 
in the negative i. fb. thatstliie letter to Mrs. 
Herbert therc^. might well furprife her; 
though theelopemcnt of our heroine, with 

the 
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die abfencc of Mr. Edwin from home, 
and the pofitive afleverations that he was 
in the village, left it but too probable all 
(he had heard was true, which was agreed 
to by Collet, whofe attacluticnt to Herbert 
was evinced by the concern he felt. Stroll- 
ing home, fli« called at Dalton's, ihercly by^ 
way of bearing the chat of the day* Mrs. 
Dalton was crying ; the dtfappointment of 
her hopes, and the uncertainty of what was 
become of Anna^ extremely afieded her ; 
and the cautious hofband not being in the 
way to prevent her, fhe told Mrs. Wellars. 
the whole flory o£ Lord Sutton's love for 
Anna, and the great offers he had made 
Ker. 

Mrs. Wellers was dumb with aftoniih* 
ment- — ^Ihe could not believe it. The tetter 
he had fent Anna Ihe-had left careleisly on 
th& cable, where Mrs. Dalton had found it : 
it was produced as evidence of the truth .of ^ 
her a0btion. 

Good God r exckkned Mis. Weliers^.. 

what wickednefs lurks under this myftery I 
<* Can it be— can a nobkmanwifli to nuury ? 

can 
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'^ can he court, m an honourable wayy a 
«^ young pcrfon he has himfelf known to 
*< be an impoftor, a thief ?" 

« Who a thief, Madam ?" an(wered Mrs. 
Dakcm, colouring; " not Anna, nobody can ^ 
" accufe her, I am fure, of fuch an aft ; I 
*^ will pledge my life fpr her principles in 
*' every refpcft : very bad things have beea 
** faid of her in this wicked village; but (he 
^< is as innocent, Madam> as a new-born 
** infant, wherever flie is.'* 

" Will you permit me, Mrs. Dalton^ to 
** take this letter with me ? It will help to 
" clear Mifs Manfel, if Ihe is innocent, of 
*' many a vile impiatation.."^ Mrs. Dalton 
agreed to it, and Mrs. Wettcrs took it home 
with her. 

In the greateft aftonifliment flie read it 
over and over; and, in turning it, found the 
rough draught of Anna's anlwer : ^ite of 
her elopement, fpite of the words and ho- 
iKHir of two ladles of the ton, and a French 
waiting-woman, Mrs. WeUers gave way to 
a benevolent joy. Such a proof of the in- 
nocence 
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nocence of her dear girl was, fhe faid, the 
ftrongeft cordial to her fpirits. 

She fent for Bently — he was gone to 
London, and had not been at home all 
night. Collet was next acquainted with 
this extraordinary ciFCumftance — he took a 
copy to fend to Charles,- and the original to 
Ihew Mrs. .Herbert, with which he fet off to 
town ; firft going to the Borough, where he 
heard that NicholSj finding (he was difco- 
vered, had decamped very early that morn- 
ing, and Tyrrel was iaa. fair way of re-^ 
covery.- 
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TBe Fond 'Mother. . 

From the Borough'- Mr. Collet went to 
Grofvenor-fquare.— Mrs. Herbert was at 
fiflt denied 5 byt on his faying he brought 
letters from her fon, he was inftantly ad- 
mitted.. 
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mitted. Here he found a gendeman> cry- 
ing with the diftrafted mother and daugh- 
ter. 

Mrs. Herbert was leaning back . in an 
arm chair, the pifture of filent woe, the 
big tear, in fpeechlefs agony, rolling down- 
her pale cheek ; while Patty, whofc face 
refted on her folding' arms, as fhe fat at the 
table, audibly fobbed. 

The gentleman, who appeared extremely^ 
afFefted, arofe the inftant Collet entered :— 
** We fear. Sir, to afk you the news : — is 
" the villain yet living ? — Is Mr. Herbert 
" fafe?'* 

» 

" Oh !" cried the fond mother, who could 
now fpeak : ^' Say it, fay but my fon, the 
" pride of my life, the darling of my foul, 
" is fafe, out of the reach of that malignant ' 
'' fate he inherits from his mother ; and, 
" while I live, I will revere you as my good 
" angel." — Mifs Herbert involuntarily ad- 
vanced, and, catching hold of his hand, 
burft into a frelh flood of tears. Collet was- 
too much affefted to anlwer: he felt for the 
letters, and, in his hurry to deliver the one 
^ • ' he 
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he rcceiwd from her -fon for her, he game 
into the hand of the gentleman the one he 
had written to fend to Herbert, with copies 
of Lord Sutton's letter and Anna's anfwer,. 
which he had not yet fealed, referving it to 
teU him of his journey to Grofvenor-fquarc^ 

Mrs. Herbert waited trembling to know 
the contents, and Patty eagerly looked ov& 
his Ihoulder 5 but the furprize of each was 
equal> on finding it addre0ed to Charles, and 
^ full of Anna ! Fatty cotouced ^-^the gen*^ 
ifemaQ tutrned paJe.^— 

'' Ah !" cried Mrs. Herbert, « why are 
« you fo much affected ? — Tell, tell me the 
*' woi^i that if myfon rm& die, I may re,- 
1* fign to my own ftte.*' — He begged her 
not to be alarn^d j and, turning to Collet,-^— 
•* You have, I believe. Sir,*' faidhe, *^made 
** fome millake in this letter," returning it. 

" Oh, Cot fo ! ~fo 1 have," anfwered 
the Doftorj^ colouring! " this is Mrs. Her- 
" berths," giving the right, and one to Mifa 
Herbert* 

*' But where, where is he. Sir ?"— 

«---" In France by this time. — " 

«God 
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•' God be praifed," faid Mrs. Herbert^ 
falling on her knees ; '^ fpare^ ^re and 
•• blefs him> O merciful God ; once more 
'' let me fold him in fafety and honour to 
^* imy bofom, and difpofe of the miierabk 
•* remnant of my days, as thou fccft fit." 

The DoAor was too much afie£bed tx> zffitt 
Wilkinlbn in lifting her up, who, when fhe 
was rc-feated, at h«- requeft, her own eyes 
being blinded witfi tears, read Mr. Her- 
bert's letter, which was as. follows : 

'« When I parted from the bcft of mo- 
^ thers, this morning, how little did I fore- 
•^ fee thepoflibility of any event which could 
♦* turn the defircd prefcnce of her fon into 
** fo dreadful an aggravation of her diftrefs \ 
** Arm your heart, my beloved, my ever- 
*^ honoured mother, with that firm confi- 
** dcncc in heaven, you have all your life> 
*' both by precept and example, taught 
'* your children. Fear not but I am too 
" fenfible of the very, few comforts left 
*' you, not to take the greateft care of my 
^ own prefervation : I am fure I am fafe ; 

« the 
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•^ the Tirtues of my mother are my fliield 
'* and defence. 

Forgive, deareft Madam, the unjufti- 
fiable raflinefs that has (though on my 
part perfeftly undefigned) in all pro- 
bability robbed a fellow-creature of his 
" exiftencc : I know your prayers will be 
** inceflantly offered for me ; and, I truft,: 
" fhould the worfi happen, the imputation 
*^ of murder will not reft on your Ion. — My 
*' unhappy father ! what fliall I fay of him? 
" Would to God he could fee his error, all 
" might yet be well. — ^Be happy; my ever- 
** loved mother i grieve not,. I implore 
*^ you ; this misfortune will be too heavy 
" for mcj^ if you bear it not with that firnir 
" nels of mind which has hitherto fupr 
^ ported you. As foon as I reach the 
" continent I will write to Sir. Williani,, 
" for his permiffion to finifti my ftudies 
abroad i. and,, at every pofiible opporr 
tunity,, gratify niy Qwn feelings, inwrir 
ting to. you. — Let me not forget what. I 
owe to the bearer, Mr. Collet, who, ia 
" every fenfe of the epithet, has been the 

waiHi' 
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••' warm, difinterefted friend of, deareft 
*^ Madam, 

" Your dutiful 

*^ and afFedionate fon, 
" Charles Herbert." 

This letter^ which, wet with maternal 
tears, was put in Mrs. Herbert's bofom, 
gave a new turn to the countenances of all 
prefent. — Patty faid, . her brother, her dear 
brother, had written charmingly to her, 
but it was not jufl: now neceflary her mania 
fliould fee his letter \ fhe was already too 
much affefted : — all acknowledged Collet's 
kindnefsi but when he came to Tyrrel's 
confeffion, their joy and gratitude were 
ungovernable. — Patty declared fhe would 
go to her papa that night ; but this Mrs. 
Herbert oppofed, as they knew not how 
he might be affected at the difcovery \ he 
may perhaps choofe, faid fhe, to have as 
few witnefTes as poflible of his feelings. 
Mr. Wilkinfon has bufinefs with him j if 
Mr. Collet will trouble himfelf to go with 
him, he will, or will not, tell all that has 

pafl 
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paft in the Borotrgh, as he judges beft, 
from die difpofition in which they find him. 
Collet again forgot his patients and the 
village, but begged for a difh of tea. The 
ladies apologized for their neglefl: j and! 
while they were talcing it, he afked Mrs. 
Herbert, how fhe had heard of the dif- 
agreeable accident ? She immediately hand-* 

ed Jbdm this note : 

* 

Deferving, unhappy woman, thy curfes 

on me cannot increafc my mifery or 

defpair -, nor can the confcioufnefs of thy 

** own virtues give thee comfort adequate 

/^ to thy forrows. Our fon, that dear, 

" faultlefs youth, irritated by the vices of 

« his father, has forfeited his life to the 

•' laws of his country. He has efcaped 

" for the prcfent. Let thy prayers be 

" offered to the God thou haft ferved, that 

" he may. be fo fortunate as to get out of 

** the reach of his purfuers : — thine may 

*' avail— «?«/^ cannot 

Cp H. 

" Ohl" faid Patty, " if you had feen 
^* -us at the receipt of that Ihocking note ! 

but 
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hut, thank God> (fmiling through her 

tears) it is oyer; it was brought us at mjr 

'* coufin's — ^we went dircdtiy in his chariot 

** to the Borough — ^he was not at homej or 

I am fure he would have gone with us-^ 

and there an ugly woman ran on talking 

** of every thing but what we wanted to 

know. Papa was gone, -and they faid the 

man was dying ; but, God be praifed, it 

** is over, and we fhall never fee that fliock- 

*^ ing place again. Only think. Mama, 

** Mrs. Edwin has never fent, nor Mifs 

" Edwin I" " Inhuman !" cried Wilkin- 

fon, with indignation ; *' but come^ Sir, we 

« Ihall be too late." 

They left the ladies comparatively happy, 
and found Mr. Herbert furrounded with 
papers, a fettled gloom on his countenance, 
and unjfhaved or drcffcd. When Wilkinfon 
entered^ a gleam of iatis&dion besuned on 
his face, but quickly difappeared after the 
firft falutation, Wilkinfon faid, " an exe- 
^^ cution had been laid on the works, and 
*^ that he was dii^atdied by the other part- 
^^ ners to know what was to be done." 

Herbert 
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Herbert was filent. 

" They are exceedingly diftreffedj" con- 
tinued Wilklnfon, 

" So am I," was the anfwen *^ Have 
5^ you feen Mrs. Herbert ?" 

^* He had been there/' 

** Any news of my boy ?" They told 
him he was fafe^ and Tyrrel recovering. 
Collet then gave an account of his vifit in 
the Borough, and named Nichols. 

« O! d— nher! d— n her !" faid he, in 
an agony. 

WilUinfon took occafion now to expa- 
tiate on the fufFerings, the merits, and the 
ftill warm afFeftion, of Mrs. Herbert ; and, 
,at the conclufion, Collet. produced the pa- 
per flgned by Tyrrel. At the perufal of 
this, he fh.runk with horror, but faid no- 
thing.. Wilkinfon then alked, " if he 
" would permit Mrs. and Mifs Herbert to 
"vifithim?" 

. " No^no!" anfwered he fiercely; ." let 
*^ thenfi ftay till to-morrow; I have, affairs 
/.5 to fettl'e, and cannot be interrupted. You, 
«^ Sir," faid he\ to Collet, " have acled 

<« nobly 
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^^ nobly by my fon — ^you muft do me the 
** favour to wear this ring," taking a va^ 
luable diamond off his finger. Collet ftart- 
cd back — to accept of fuch a prefent from 
an infolvent for bufinefs in the cqurfc of his 
profcffion, would have been confidered by 
him as an aft of injuftice ; and much more, 
when it meant to pay for his friendfhip — he 
found himfelf hurt at the idea. Mr. Her- 

■ 

bert, however, would not be refvfed i he 
infilled on his taking it, with a warmt^ 
that plainly fhewed he thought Irimfelf of- 
fended by Collet's declining his offer. He 
therefore, with great relu<5lance, at lafl: put 
it. on hijs finger, fecretly refolving, however, 
it ftiould return to the fainily. , 

As Wilkinfon found Mr. Herbert in no 
mood to talk of bufinefs, he now propofed 
going; the leave they took of him was on 
his fide folemn;, he embraced Wilkinfon 
affeftionately — " Young rnan," faidhc, " I 
" have been your fj^icnd; if, when I am no 
" more, my family fhould want one, do 
*' not forget it.'' • , -> - • - ^ 

,r Vq^.III,/;. :G : <^ Never, 



tai- -Anna, 

*' Never, Sir/* arr(wcred he, ** can I for- 
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get. the many obligations I am under to 
*' you — your intereft, and that of your fa^ 
** mily, (hall «ver be mine i I have no- doubt 
** but yeru wfl! yet," continvrcd he, fiiiiUng, 
^' confer many more favours on noe." This 
was fai4 as they were parting, Mr. Her- 
bert inftantly drew back, and (hut the door j 
and Wilkinfop then had the opportunity he 
longed for of enquiring after the fi«:e xi£ 
-Anna. 

Mr. Manfel had been kid up with the 
gout three months back : his diftrefs at not 
hearing from her, was unfpeakable, although 
he knew not fhe had left the Edwins ; and 
Wilkinfon was charged with a letter full of 
Vemonftrances at her unkindnefs. His fur- 
^rifc at hearing from Mrs. Herbert that (he ' 
^as gone, and that they were ignorant of 
lier prefcnt fituiation, was, as may be ima- 
gined, great, and his anxiety not lefs. She 
liadbeen hisfirft, and indeed his only love. 
While fhe was fin^e, there was a hope, 
which he had fondly indulged. The dif- 

covery Colleti^s miiiake had jnade was at 

once 
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x>nt:e pkafing and painful: he was over- 
joyed tx> fiild) as he liien thought^ wiiei:e Ihe 
•M^s ; and not a little hurt to fee^ by due 
/}yle of his letter^ the Dodor looked om 
Herbert sis her' lover. As ibon as he could 
jpefuiBe the &bje£i: of the miftake 4n the 
letter which Collet had' made^ he informed 
hitn of his commiflion from her ^ien(^ 
,aiid re(}<uBfted the favour of Mils Man&rs 
^dre&. 

The Do£tor^ who h^d not the art of 
Jceeping fecreD6> in return communicated to 
Jiim all tbat bad come to bis knowledge of 
Anna. No words can cxprefs Wilkinfon's 
ailonifhment -, nor could any power on earth 
lefTen his confidence in the honour of her 
principles, or the purity of her heart. He 
heard with- indignatjon the low fcandal of 
the village, and with rag^ the accufations of 
theft confinned by Lord Sutton. He fwore 
to make him prove, or eat his words :-— but 
when lie law the hand-writing of the delpi- 
cable Peer^ his proposal of marriage, and 
che rough draught of her anfwers, which 
proved flie was fenfible of the injuries he 

G 2 had 
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had offered her, he was with difficulty re- 
ftraincd from going that inftant do his houfe. 
In the continuation of Collet's hiftory, he 
learned, to his great grief and mortification^ 
(he was now out of the reach of his inqui- 
ries ; yet he determined, if poflible, to find 
out her retreat, and to prevail on her to re- 
turn t6 Mr. Manfel's. 

They were on the point of parting, when 
who fiiould dafh by but Mr. Bentlyj he 

ftoppcd at fight of GoUet. " Can't find 

" this girl, Doftor J cannot find her," (de- 
liberately taking off his hat to cool himfelf ) 
" high nor low : I have walked over all the 
" towhi have run my head into all the Ca- 
*^ ribbee iflands and blind allies, as well as 
high ftreetsi afked at every houfe with a 
bill up — all in vain : nay, I have had 
that puppy watched — he goes nowhere 
^* but to Parliament-Houfe, gaming-tjables, 
** and brothels : — a wife fenator ! ha. Doc- 
'' tor ! — biit I won't go home until I do. 
" And what do you think Til do next ? 
" Why I'll advertife her, with a handfome 

^^ reward." And away walked Bently. 

"That," 
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« That," faid Collet, " is another of your 
" friend's admirers/' Wilkinfon, curious 
to know more of a being who appeared 
quite a charafter, would have detained the 
Doftor longer i but again recoUeftion was 
the friend of his patients, and direftly he 
took the road to -Lay ton, 

Wilkinfon returned toBond-ftreet^ where, 
having recounted the particulars that had 
paffed with Mr, Herbert, it was agreed, 
they fliould go next day to the Fleet,, and 
cndeavoijr to prevail on him to write to Sir 
William, who, they made no doubt, would 
then fettle his affairs, " And if," faid Mrs. 
Herbert, ** at laft he will be content at 
"^ home, we will give up the houfe at Bath, 
\^ and be happy at Llandore." 

At fupper, he repeated to Mrs. Herbert 
what he had heard of Anna,^ great part of 
which flie knew: — but when he came to 
Sutton's honourable addrefles, it required 
all her confidence in his veracity to induce 
her to give it credit, Patty, on her part, 
loved our heroine with an affeftion founded 
on the folld bails of efteem : fhe could 
'. . G 3 cafily 
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cafily ' credit every other circumftance that 
fpakc to the honour of her friend j but this 
affair of Sutton's* was alnioft incredifele 
even to her. — Indeed they both recdle6led 
his paffion for Cecilia had hot been latdy 
heard of; but ftiU, for a naan of rank to join 
with fo poor an implenQeHt ih debafing the 
charafter of a woman one nK)ment, and the 
next offer her his name and fortune, were ac- 
tions which, in their idea, exceeded proba- 
bility. Wilkinfori, in the honeft warmth of 
his foul, avowed his intention of hunting the 
vile cakimny to th6 bottom that could 
brand a young dreature, who was tihe fweet-' 
eft errifelem erf virtue, with the pnHftitee bf 
vice. No rahk, age, or fex, he f<^tCy 
Ihould efcape his inquiries, nor th^ dearcft 
confiderations on earth prevent his expo- 
fing, ahd, as far as ins in his powei', ^unifli-* 
ing the perpetrators of fo inhuman an aOr. 
Mrs. Herbert, however, inireated him t6 
be tender, for fier fake, of the Edwins. 



C H A P. 



Af N N A. laj 



CHAP. UX. 



An 4lJ*gft<*fion. 



Ml 



RS. Herbert, who had not clofed her 
eyes from the inftant the danger of her 
darling fon had reached her, retired, over- 
Gome witTi fatigue, before nine o'clock; 
and Wilkinfon, not choofing himfelf to lofe 
any time in town, as the company's affairs 
were fo deranged, fet out to vifit fome per- 
{bns who had been very kind to him in his 
infancy, and for whom he had a great af- 
fefition. They were people in rarher low 
circumftance^, whofe regard had been of 
the utmoft advantage to his early years, 
and to whoni he had allowed fbmething to- 
wards their maintenance i from the time he 
had begun to receive the pay of his own 
labour, and for the laft two years, they 
experienced the fweets of plenty, having 
received, by his order, one guinea per 
week. 

G 4 Crofllng 
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Crofling Oxford-road^ two ladies paflfed 
him very quick j and getting into a hack- 
ney coach, it was ordered, by a voice he 
was fure he knew, to drive to the Park, 
The latenefs of the hour, and their being 
without attendants, rather daggered hrni'; 
yet, if ever he faw Mifs Edwin, or heard 
her Ipeak, it was her. A fudden impulfe 
' of curioGty tempted him to follow the 
coach, which, notwithftanding being per- 
petually bid to driv€ on; went a very flow 
pace: they alighted at Spring-Gardens, 
^nd the moon fhining bright, he faw he 
was not miftaken ; they were hardly entered 
the Park, when they were joined by two 
gentlemen, and prefently the ladies were 
divided, both couples appearing perfeftly 
at eafe with each other; 

He could not poflibly be with both par- 
ties 5 he therefore ftuck to Cecilia, whom he 
followed at a diftance, and found the walk 
was to be the end of the prefent meeting j 
for in half an hour, the lady who had fe- 
parated from them, called to the other to 
go : they parted with the gentlemen where 

they 
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they met, the falutations of both being' in. 
French, which Wilkinfon did not undec- 
ftand. He could therefore make nothing 
out from what little he heard of their con- 
verfation ; but certain of .their perfonsj 
and Anna in his head, he thought as this 
was, perhaps, the only time he might 
have to Ipeak to Mifs Edwin, he would 
not let it efcape : there was a myftery, an 
indecorum, in the interview he had been 
witnefs to, that gave him a courage he 
would, on any other occafion, have wanted 
in addreffing Mifs Edwin ; but refpe£t 
is incompatible with the difcovery of a 
lady's intrigue. 

On pretence, therefore, of affifting them 
to the coach, he afFefted to recognize Ce- 
cilia.— Never was meeting with an old 
country, acquaintance fo - tnal-a-f ropes, -^ 
Fain would fhe have denied herfelf, and 
finding that impoffible, laughed at their 
being out alone fo late. As a frolick, Wil^ 
kinfon joined in their good humour, and 
jumped into the coach with them, pro- 
tcftingthat his reipe£t for her family would 

G 5 not 
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libt fuffer him to leave thern iingtiarded 
at that late houf. indeed he had other 
motives— he had art ardent wifli t6 be ad- 
mitted to half an hout's converfatioft with 
Mirs Edwin j which, now that Fortune had 
fo particularly favotlred hiih, by meeting 
her in fuch ^ fituatiori, It fuch dn hour, he 
hoped fhe wduld not fefufe. 

A coquette is a being whofe j)anio^for 
adiTiiration incfeafes with being fed; (he 
is fo well with heffelf, that if a man puts 
oh 4 Ipecious covinteharice in her prtfence, 
Ihe ftts him down as her bv^n, and attfi- 
but^s the fdlemnity of his alpeft to the 
pafllon fhe has inlpired. Let him be gay, 
flie extrts all her artifice and cunning to 
rob hirfi of the free enjbyrnent of his own 
fpirits.— She never doubts his profeffibhs, 
tefcaufe k is at firft more generally her in- 
tereft to appear the dupe of them. Her 
whole bufinefs with mankind is to enfnafe 
and deceive; and knowing the infighifi- 
carice of her own charafler, putting flirta- 
tion otit of the qiieftion, forms no expedj-a- 
tion of being ipprbachcd by the male fex oti 

any 
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any other fufaje£t but love atid mitxiirationj 
or in my other ftyle but that of gaUantry. 

Mifs Edwin peribaiy recoHea^ed WU^ 
Idiifon ', but not fenfiblc of any kind of 
bfoimefs he could have with her^ and her 
iniagination ever on the 'wing for new con- 
queft, fhe immediately concluded he ;wa$ 
a vi&tm to chamis ihe believed irrefiftible. 
True, he was a low country fellow, a mer^j 
idcot i neverthclefs if fhe could but get oxK 
of this fcrape, his ftupidity might amufci 
ami his oddity divert her. It would be 
pleai^nt to rob him of his peace, and d^ 
li^tful, by a ihew of' happinefs^ to ixAl 
him into mifciy . With this humane inten- 
tion, Ihe • fu6fered him to -prtk her hand j 
nor attempted to repulie the freedonci of ;his 
addrefs with any of her uiu^l kaui^n 

Her companion had f>ot yet once brd^en 
filehce, buc fat trembling, in ei(pe(^ation 
of the event ; wJiile CecUia,. ^ritfe iui ealy 
familiarity, entered into chat with: die in- 
truder;, npt once apprehending but flie. 
oould frown him into obediende whenever 
it wias convenient to dxfmxla hkn^ >S(he was 

C.6.. rttiftakjerij 
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miftakcn; the low fellow was as invulne* 

rable to her fmiles as unawed by her frowns. 

when it was intimated the ladies could now 

difpenfe with his attendance. Good hur 

mour/ gravity, fcorn, angep, nor lerious 

remonftrances, had any cffeft on the vul- 

gar creature ! 

He ftill perfiftcd in feeing her home; 

and when there, having half an hour's au- 

dience,— At laft, " they were not going 

*' home/* — " No ! for heaven's fake, where 

" then !" — " It could be nothing to him — 

'• It was very unlike a gentleman to be. 

'* fo troublefome." — " He thought dif- 

** ferently: when he had the honour. of 

" feeing Lady Edwin, which would be in 

^* the courfe of a month, and told her when 

-** and where he had met her daughter, 

** fhe, he was fure, would never thank 

" him for leaving her fo expofed to infult." 

** -—Well then,*' cried Cecilia, peevifhiy, 

** we had fome bufinefs at Madam Cham- 

'* baud's, in St. James's-ftreet, and the 

" evening being fine, we were tempted ta 

<* ftroll out ;«x-our carriage will attend us 

55 there/' 

The 
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The falfehood of this {tory was not cal- 
culated to inipire Wilkinfon with much 
refpeffc for his fair companions; however^ 
Cecilia promifing fblemnly to be at home 
to him at eleven next morning, he alighted; 
and keeping the carriage in view> faw them 
get out at the. milliner's, where, fbon after, 
an elegant vis-i-vis drew up, and the ladies 
having put off' their calces, got into it : 
of this carriage^ as they drove very faft, he 
ibon lofl fights 

This incident made it too late to vific 
his friend in the city, and he returned to 
Grofvenor-fquare, where he was invited to 
take his bed. 



CHAPTER LX. 

The Suicide^ 

WlUCINSON, dn his rifing next morn- 
ing, found the ladies ready drefled> and im^ 
patient to be gone. 

'' I 
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" I know not the rcadiMi,'^ {aid Mrs^. 
Herbert, f« biit. inibead of theqtrtetrepofe 
<^ I expe6bed afrar tiie blefied Jiewi of ye£« 
^ m^d^Yy which I hoped would have giren 
^ me, what I have long been deprived of, 
" a good night's reft, I have been difturbcd 
^' by the moft horrid dreams, and waked in 
^ terrors not to be exprefied**-*-! iear that 
<* wretch, Tyrrel, i& dead." 

Wilkinfon and Mils Herbert did all they 
could to difpel thofe apprehenfions, which, 
Increafing every momcht, he pn)p<:)^ g<Hng 
round by the feorough^. Artd calling at the 
. groeer^s before they went to Mr* Herbert's : 
juft as their route was fettled,: Mr. iEdwin 
was announced. That gentleman was a. 
ftranger 4h hk own. h^ufe 5 and his own 
family were the laft people he thought of 
converfing with. His clothes wqre kept, 
and his fervants refided there ; but except 
to change them^ or flcep oflF the intemper- 
ance of a frolickfome night, it was th^ laft 
I>la€e he was iikely ta be feen at. Some- 
tiAtes, but very rarely, he^id Mrfc. Edwin 

the honour of eating a filtnt diimei' with 

hcri 
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her J and once or tmcc, being prcflcd to be 

6f her parly in the evening, expreffed his 

cxtrenae hiortification and regret that an 

engagement pr^ented his having that ho- 

hout" : fince which, his happy wife had not 

troubled him or herfelf any more on the 

iubjeft. He h^d heard, with ^Jang-froid 

peculiar to the charafter of a modern fine 

gentleman, the fituation of Mr. Herbert. 

— ^Anna was ftill the object of his wiflies \. 

but his paflions were now rather more in- 

terefted in the diviflon of a pack of cards, 

and the chance' of the dice, than on all that 

womin could bellow. The obtaining her 

^as attended with fuch trouble, which he 

hated, and fo much time, of which he had 

iflot a moment to fpare, that except now 

knd then, when a very bad run at play, 

and the effefts of conftant diflipatioh and 

immorality, in his courfe of life, brought 

Ibmething like recolleftion acrofs him, 

1[ which had been the eafe.the day jftie cjuit- 

ted Layton) he feldom bcftowed a thought 

on her. 

But 
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But he could not fo far entirely furmount 
every prejudice of his juveniie years, as to 
hear of the misfortunes of Charles with the 
fame indifference. Kk had flcpt at home 
die laft morning ; and waking earlier than 
common, with the head-ach, his- fcrvant 
was fummoned with tea, which, while he 
was taking, without the lead relifh, merely 
to diipel the fumes of Champaign, Bates 
mentioned the llory of the riiurder, Charleses 
flight, and Mrs. Herbert's diftraftion, with 

the ufual additions and aggravations a tale 

•• • • . 

generally meets in repeating. 

He immediately threw off the languor to 
which he had devoted the morning, and, , 
dreffing with the grcateft expedition, went 
to Grofvenor-fquare, where he was received 
with a gratitude and affe^ion, , that gave 
him' the firfl: fenfible pleafure he had for 
fome nwnths experienced, except the four 
honours at a game at whift, or a lucky cafl: 
of the dice 5 which, however, to do him 
juftlce,^ he was . feldom fo happy as to cn- 
countcf.. -^ 

He 
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He took them in his carriage to the Bo- 
rough ; arid, during the ride, the warmth 
with which he efpoufed the caufe of hep 
fon, made Mrs. Herbert and Patty eloquent 
in his praife. 

Under the thick veil, which his tinjufti- 
fiable purfuitsfpreadover the mind of Ed- 
win, there yet exifted fotne of the principles 
of humanity, honour, and generofity. The 
happinefs he faw he imparted, exhilarated 
his own fpiritSi and the conicioufnefs of be- 
ing now on a laudable purfuit, relieved 
him from the ^»»«i which, of late, never left 
him but at the gaming-table, or a ftill worfe 
place. 

They found Mrs. Herbert had been a 
falfe prophetefsi for Tyrrel was better. He 
then accompanied them to the Fleet, Ed- 
winproniifing every good office in his power 
for Mir. Herbert. 

Mr?. Herbert, as I have informed my 
reader, had long lived on terms of the moft 
iniferable diftrull of a hufband fhe tenderly 
and paflionately loved. — Still he offended, 
and ftill he was forgiven; till theconfe- 

quence 
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qucsice of his indelicate conne&ions had 
injured her health.'— ^rom chat period Qsm 
Reclined his bed; and his condud fince had 
been fo little adapted to heal the ihock Jbec 
virtuous love for him had received, that 
ihe had gradually felt herfetf iuperior to the 
man who was continually wounding her 
pride and aflfeftion^ Tinoe had blunted 
the edge of thofe injuries which had at firfb 
cut her to the foul i and fhe had k>ng ceaie<l 
to think on his cour& of living wiish wif 
other uneafineis than what a good and ge-* 
nerons heart ever feels iti»i jthe i«fiernd peace 
oT thoTe they are connedked with» and faer 
fear for the future welfare of her family in- 
%)ired«-*-3its afitirics were fecrete to her,> 
but when h^r wtereft was wanting with her 
brotha'> =v«hkh he cheaifolly exerted, »s 
ihcy were always f^i&d over by fenie 
plaufiblc pretext or other: — the hopes, 
thcrefiarc, df histeformation, gave her plea- 
fbres but the rapture of n^gaining his faeatt 
was ovst of her thoughts : all her perfon^ 
love for him was transfecced to her child- 
ren; but duty and religion tauglit her toxe^ 

joice 
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jeice m his abandoning hts errors, and u>- 
duced her to adopt every mode of condii^t 
towards him that coiild nender the new path^ 
of honour delightful* 

Pa^ty la!fed her father 1 and now that 
ihe Gcfuld honour as yrcll as jiove hios^^ (be! 
ihould, (he faid, be the happieft , giid otk 
earth. 

Wil}a£idibn had realbii, in ..point of inte- 
fed as well as fnend(lup> to wUh itj, and 
E^win was refolved to relieve his uif^k: 
ffo^his diftrefs. — With thefe drfpoTitiaB^ 
ibsy s^pf^oaqhed the prifi^* When thei 
CQ^ch 4Few u^ the cereHciony of unlocking 
the gj^^, ftrucfe'lVfe.. tkrhert with a .fc-> 
CMNBt h€Mf;ior, ^ii4 Fi^ JS^ped (or hte^^* 
WiUkiijifoaj obferving how they were •eS'^ 
fi^ejdx propofed their ftaying in the coach,, 
wh^e Jie went lup ^ appri^ Mr. Herbert 
c)£ their vi&t* 

' E4>wih woiuld have aecompaAied htm^ 
but Mifs Herbert, frightened a£ tfic looka 
of ihe place, and the ikange oousttenances 
Ihe faw paffing to and fro, caught hoJd 
of him, and begged him not to leave them. 

Several 
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Several people were crowded round tker 
door, and more were gathering. The ele- 
gant carriage which flood fo near, vi as an- 
objeft of curioiity. — The ladies pulled up- 
the blinds next the door: — ^they knew not 
but the place was accuftonaed to be fo^ 
chrongted. 

Wilkinfori's ftay being protradled beyonct 
their ideas of any probable caufe, Mr. 
Edwin offered to feek htm-. Stift Patty* 
clung to him in terror; and Mrs. Herbert, 
again giving way to the forebodings of hei* 
affrightened imagination, waited in pale 
and dreadful fufpenfe. The crowd in^ 
ereafing to quite a mob, with ferious and' 
earneft faces, Edwin begged them to fuffer 
him to leave them a few moments : — he 
could form no idea of what detained their 
friend — ^but it was prefer to enquire;-— 
fome accident might have happened ta 
him j~tHerefore he was permitted to go, 
and the blind a^ain drawn up. 

In a moment, however, he returned with' 
Wilkinfojn. 



i< 
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^ Oh^ what has happened ! whatdread- 
*' fill news have you to impart?" cried 
Mrs. Herbert, in agofiy, at fight of the 
terrified countenances of the two gentle- 
men ; and finding the coach turning frona 
the prifon, " For thelove of heaven. Sir/' 
laid Patty, ^' tell. us the worfL Is my papa 

dead ? Why do we leave this horrid 

place without feeing him !*' 

Stop the coach. Sir," faid Mrs, Her- 
bert, " I infift on it ; I will know the worft 
*' before I leave this fpot." 

Wilkinfon ftill fat in fpeechlefs terror :— 
Edwin, hardly able to articulate, begged 
them to be pacified, and let the carriage 
drive on. 

" Ah no," faid Mrs. Herbert, " I came 
** to vifit and adminifter confolation to my 

ft 

penitent hulband. I will not return till 
I am fure he is out of the reach of my 

" affiftance, or till (which God forbid) J 

*^' know he has returned to his errors, and 

** refufes it." 

Finding it impbflible to perfuade her to 

return in uncertainty, the carriage Hopped. 

^' Why 
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'< Why dim'tJ yoo fpfak, Mf. WiUdnfon ?'' 
Taid fhei 

' The tears- whidi now flawed foora hfe 
manly eyes gave him the power of uttc- 
ranoe«--lie bilged they would not a(k what 
would^ fliock thetn to hear--.-Mr* Herbert 
was rjsaUy out of the reach of all asSftancel. 

*' What, is he dead then ?" afked Mrs, 
Herbert, in a voice of anguiflu 

*^ Not dead — bxit paft every kmd» of 
^hdp*" 

" Not dead ! and IhaJi I then turn my 
•^ bade on the farficr of my children while 
^* he has life ? Open the door— *I can at 
^* leaft receive his laft breath.'* 

It was in vain to oppofe her. — Siie^piiflied 
on, follbwed by her daughter, through the 
crowd^ who, finding flie was wife to the 
unhappy man, in refpc6tful pity, let her 
pais. WiHcinfon, with difficulty, got be- 
fore her : flie followed up the ftume ftairs 
«o the door of the apartmeict to which he 
led. 

Thejpe, on a wretohed bed, though, the 
beft' in* tile pnibii> lay Mr. Hcfrbeft; hk 

eyes 
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-^yes* half elofed, hisjawfaflen, and in the 
laft paftgs of death. Sereral good-looking 
men^ and one woman, were ftanding near 
Che bed :-— die curtains were open to admit 
die a£^— ^ filent honH>r ftemed to reign in 
the minds of the fpe&ators, who had beea 
affmavg dieir imavaiiing affifkance. 

« Oh J Herbert, Herbert !'' (faid thediT- 
treiled wife, iikiking on h^ kiiees by the 
Jbed>'fidei whije Patty,, not able to give a fo- 
eond. look at the hornd fpeftack hcGore 
Jier, hid her face at the feet) " is it thus I 
" fee thee ? •— Are tliefc the comforts I 
" fondly promifed myfelf from thy re- 
^* formation ? — Charles ! Dear Charles !— . 
•*' Dbft: thou not know me ?" (looking on 
Sim for fbme momen£s,/to.fee:if he oUerved 
licr.) 

** What is his difordcr ? Can nothing be 
*' done for him, Mr. Wiikinfbn,. Coufin 
** 3Edwin? Gcndcmai, arc yon of the fa*- 
•^ cnlty ? Can you dt> nothing for him ?" 

A fudden sdtemtian in; the heavy breath 
cf the dying; man caUang- dM their atticn*- 
<son^ At. this iaftant th^/ gathered rotund 

him. 
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him* A gleam of fenfe had re-^nimated 
hifi laft moment i his eyes were lifted up to 
the face of his injured wife. — While her 
tears were in big drops wetting his face as 
jhe hur^ over him^ k^ fetched a deep figh> 
and expired.. 

Mrs. Herbert, fainting in : the arms of 
Edwin ; and her daughter, unable: to move 
from the fpot where fhe at firft had futik, 
were objefts that affefted all prefent. — 
•Thiey were carried^ out of the fcene of death 
into an apartment belonging to the keeper 
of the priibn, and attended by the gentle- 
men of the faculty, who had been vainly 
called in to the dying man. 

As foon as, by the humane efforts of the 
people about her, Mrs. Herbert recovered, 
fhe begged to know the particulars of the 
fad fcene they had been Witnefs to. — In this, 
however, Mr. Edwin and Wilkinfon pofi- 
tively. refufed to gratify her. — Ignorance, 
indeed, of his laft: aft of violence, was/ fii- 
more eligible than to be indulged in ^her 
requefl: j and the reluftance every body ex- 
prcfled of entering into particulars, top fa-. 
. 1 tally 
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tally confimming her moft dreadful apprc- 
henfions, fhe was prevailed on to return 
with Mr. Edwin, leaving to Wilkinfon 
every care about the body. 

Mifs Herbert was fo very nnld in her 
own temper and difpofition, and fo little 
acquainted with the effe<5ls of defperation 
in others, flie had no fufpicion Mr. Her-^ 
bert's death was attended with any Qther 
uncommon circumftances .tban its fudden- 
nefs ; and in this happy ignorance her 
friends wifely let her continue. She fincere- 
ly lamented her father, and grieved incef- 
fantly Ihe had not feen him, to receive his 
laft bl effing before he had loft his fenfcs. 

Mr. Edwin gave them the ftrongeft invi- 
tation to go to Portman-fquare j but Mrs. 
Herbert knew too well the unfeeling dif- 
pofition of the ladies there, to accept it : 
he therefore infifted on being her banker f 
and promifing to fave her the painful talk 
of writing to Sir William, he left them. 

In his way from them to Portman-fquare, 
the awful fcene of the morning recurred to 
Mr. Edwin's recollection; — the dreadful 

Vol. III. H f.nale 
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finale oi a maa, wlx)fe life had been de- 
voted to the fame guilty pleafures he was 
himfelf a flave to, could not but ftiock him 
exceedingly. He had an engagement for 
that day at the houfe of a famous courtezan 
in high life, where |ie was to have had the 
honour of being in company withjome of 
the firfl: young men of the age, in point 
both of birth and talents j no difgrace fol- 
lowing to either from the charafter of their 
hofteiss who, added to her beauty, was 
miftrefs of every accompliftiment, and every 
art to murder tinnc and banifh reflexion : — 
but Ihe was not now prefent 5 and her env- 
pire over the fenfes not being quite fo 
ftrong in abfcncc, as when the eyes were 
fafcinatcd with her charms, he formed ^ 
refolution of (laying at home the whole 
day,; not doubting but on an occaOon fo 
iblemn Mrs. Edwin would (hut her doors^ 

When his fervant attended him, his firft 
queftion was after his lady ^6l fifter* 

The man ftared^—fo unufual wa$ the 
Icaft defire in either of this worthy couple 
to meet, that he doubted his fenfes : how- 
ever, 
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ever, the uncommon gravity or his malWr. 
convinced him he WJts in earneft. 

" They were out." * 

" Did any company'dine there ?** Frajan 
was aflced. 

" O yes; Count Maxweli and Col. 
*' Mendez-"' 

" Who the devil are they!" 

" The gentlemen that dine here .every 
*^ day." 

Mr. Edwin now ftared in his turn : but 
feeling more hurt and aftonifhed than he 
chofc to fhew, only defired to know when 
his lady returned— and then performed his 
promife to Mrs. Herbert, of writing to his 
father ail that had come to his knowledge 
concerning the death of Mr. Herbert. 

Mr. Wilkinfon foon after called, as 
Mr. Edwin had requefled, to inform him 
of every circumftance he could learn re- 
fpefting the deceafed. He found that Mr. 
Herbert had been frorA the time of his 
moving to the Fleet-Prifon very bufy i/i 
arranging his papers — that he went not to 
bed the night he came there — ^his fervaht, 

H 2 who 
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who had lived with him twenty years, had 
begged him to take fome refrcfhment, but 
fee could prevail for no mpre than a difli of 
coffee. — The man faid, that after Wilkinlbn ^ 
and Collet had left him the night before, 
he had fat down with renewed eagernels to 
his papers, and having tied them up in 
feparate parcels, with labels on each, which 
he finiflied about four in the morning, he 
told his fervant he would then go to reft— 
that while he was undrefling^ he afked. If 
he remembered his wedding? and being 
anfwered in the affirmative, he afked him. 
If, then, when he received the hand of 
Mifs Edwin, he could have conceived he 
could ever arrive at fuch a callous piece of 
villany as to ruin her and her children for 
fuch a wretch as Nichols ? — That finding 
by his matter's voice and manner he was 
greatly afFefted, he begged him to divert 
his thoughts from a fubjedt fo diftrefling, 
*and call them to the happier profpefts that 
certainly awaited his new fentiments — that 
he returned no anfwer, but ordered him to 
go to bed in a- little clofet adjoining his 

mafter's 
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maftcr's bed's head. — Finding him, as he 

thought, afleep this morning, he went very 

filently about his bufinefs, and having his 

chocolate . ready, he fet in expeftation of 

his waking— that at eleven o'clock he went 

to his bed-fide, and ftooping to fee if ML 

Herbert was awake, he perceived blood on 

the bed-clothes. — He immediately alarmed 

the place; when they found the unhappy 

man had cut his wrift quite acrofs the 

artery, and was yet bleeding, although life 

feenied to have deferted him. Every af- 

fiftance was inftantly procured — it was all 

too late — he was luppofed to have been 

bleeding from the time his fcrvant left 

him. 
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« 

Modem Senjibility. , 

-lVIR. Edwin was very much fhocked at 
this tragical end of a man of pleafure. The 
conduct of Nichols was far from furprifing 

H 3 him; 
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Uim ; he knew tkat women who once fwerve 
from the paths of virtue, fel4cHnn, very fcl- 
ilooi) 0^p at their firft offence; and the 
d^ip^ted life he led taught him daily to 
koow> that mindsj in which honour ami 
delicacy opc^ reigned, when vice triumphed 
}fi Uheii fte^d, were tlie fureft to be found 
in the oppofite extreme, whea once madq 
the prey erf* man« It is a kind of awfu) 
jufticc, every libertine knows, in the cafe 
of hi& ^onpp^nion, though vamty niay blin^ 
him as to his own> that men ihoiddj in 
their turns, become the prey of the un- 
happy wretchfs they thcmfel^s have robbed 
of feelipg andcpnfckdce^ bift that it fhoDld 
be the fatal means of fuch entire ruin wa» 
new and. horrid ! A tranfitory refolution to 
refonx), for the firft time, entered his mind 
—but how was, it tg-be.efFcfted^^ 

Anna, the Tweeteft model of every per- 
fcftion — could, ihe be procured, could his 
life of penitence be* but begun by that one 
more fm-^wiih.her he could ^ive fcqueftcred 
frdm the whole* world : his wife might en- 
joy his eftate : a little, with Anna^ would 

be 
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lit the excefs of luxury: from her fweet 
-examples his mind and manners fliould ac- 
quire t;he femblance of worf h and honour. 

Widi thefe noble ideas of relinquilhing 
yk«, by plunging more deeply into it — of 
refcuing himfelf from the latent reproaches 
of a gutity confcietice by the plaulible ex- 
cufe of bis own. Jjappincls— jie w'^^ interr 
rupted by .Will^infon'a rifing to take hi*; 
iteave* He.wwiy nbt, howevtr, fuffer him 
f^ gP> but infifltefl on his dining -, pt:omifing 
tJO' accoaapaay lum to Mrs. Herbert^ in 
the evening. 

, ' A kmd ra^ announced, thie return home 
:€f the Ijidies,. aod Edwrn inftaotly went to 
Mrs. Edwin's drcfling^rooai. . Her furprife 
'^C fo umifual a vifitor was manifefted in 
her countenance J and a formal curtefy on 
-her fide being anfwered with as polite a 
:bow on his, Edwin, with caution and po- 
-Utenefs, bfiefty acquaint3ed her witli the ca- 
taftrophe of the morning, and hinted how 
Idfid it would be in her to ^end the 
mourners, and bring th^m home with' h»r 
— ^faid he was forry to find fhe had coni- 

H 4 pany 
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pany to dine with her 5 but he fuppofed he 
need not point out to her, that decency 
required their doors to be fhut for a few 
days. 

Mrs. Edwin heard him with fome degree 
cf feeling and forrow, till he came to ihc 
part which required her to deprive herfclf 
of the fociety (he liked ; but that was too 
muchi a woman of fafhion is above all 
forms but thofe which, infringed, would 
lofc her the firft place at the gold table^ 
or deprive her of the admiration of the 
multitude. 

" If Mr. Herbert had brought himielf, 
*^ by his folly, to ruin and'^ death, whac 
" could that poffibly be to her ?" 

" Or if Mrs. Herbert chofe to mourn 
" at an event, which, really, (he could not 
" help thinking fhould have a very difFe- 
" rent efFeft, it could be no fort of reafon 
« why (he fliould break all her engage- 
« ments." 

" Indeed the thing could not be done — 
•" Sh^ had jippoiAtmems for every hour in 

" the 
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^^ the fucceeding week ; not one of which 
** fhe could break/' 

*' And as to the friends engaged to dine . 
^^ there, they were men • of rank ; one of 
** whom had made overtures of marriage to 
" Cecilia: and as Mr. Edwin propofed a 
" friend of his own being admitted, (he 
^* faw no reafon to 'exclude them ; more 
efpecially as it was not in her power to 
fay fhe knew where a card would meet 
" them at this time of day." 

** Overtures of marriage to Cecilia 1 
** Could fuch have been received with 
" propriety, Madam," anfwered Edwin, 
without my knowledge ?" 
« Oh, as to that. Sir,'* faid (he, " had 
it been poffible to have known when and 
where to find you. Colonel Mendez 
would, I dare fay, have paid you due 
refpeft!'* 

Edwin felt the truth of this reproach; 
but the perfon who had uttered it .was 
equally an objeA- of contempt and diflike : 
her fcornfiil air, therefore, as (he turned ta 
the glafs, had no other effc£t on him, than 
- • 1' H 5 increafing 
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increafing hU difguft j but the honour and. 
wealth of his family, perhaps liloely to be- 
4 come the prey of fome nef dy adventurer, 
filled him with cQficern, aod he refolved 
to acquiefce with the vifit, in order ta 
ju^C of the merits of the lover, and the 
0Winer in which he was received. Coolly 
bowing) he told her, fhe would jdeafe 
hcrfclf, and he would have the honour of 
attendiing h^r in the drawing-room at fix 
o'clock* 

When he loined Wilkinfon again^ he 
could not b^lp mentioning this extraordi* 
ijary eojnduf^j both of his lifter and wife. 
The calamities of the day had entif^ely 
driveft his appointment with Cecilia ckit of 
d^t yovng mftn's headi but the inft^nt 
her name was mcntlof^d, the adventure of 
the laft evening! as well as his intention of. 
Handing forth the champion of Anna, re- 
turned to hi^ mqaptoryv, 

As it wanted foooe tirtie of their dinm* 
hour^ an4 W dreis recjuired alterafien. b^ 
^turned tQ Gi;ofv.en€M--(ci«are, leaving Ed** 
win fully d^tsuW^ijied now i2> eameft tQ 

purfuc 
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purfue the only objefton SaitK that ap- 
peared worth that trouble; ?ie therefore 
ordered Bates to attend him 'early next 
morning, intending to go to Laytdn i from 
whence he would not return * tilf hfe had 
tried every argument which lovfc and the 
offer of his large fortune could furnifh 
him with. >'-... 



«Mri»< 



CHAP. LXII. ' ' 

Emharrajfments. ' ^ 

* A T the appointed hour, the 6on4pany met 
in Mrs. Edwin's drawing-room ;^ nanriely, 
the lady herfelf. Mils Edwin, a Mrs. Cor- 
"bet, Cotint Maxwell, 'Colonel "MendeTf, 
Mr. Edwin, and, introduced by that gen- 
'tinman, laftly, Mr.Wilkinfon. '■ 

Mifs Edwin' had flattered hei^felf, by hfs 
not keeping his appointment, the bo6r Ws 
returned to the Welch mountahisS her ddilf- 

H 6 fufion 
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fufion and ibrprife^ therefore, at the fight 
of him, uihered in by her brother, was 
great, but not equal to his, on recognifing, 
)ii the pM^rfpn of Mrs. Edwin, her companion 
in the; Park ; and in thofe of the two gen- 
tlemen, their efcoites i a difcovery that, in 
his ignorant way of thinking, did not at all 
fpeak to the credit of either party. Mrs. 
Edwin changed colour, as much as rouge 
an inch deep would fufFer her j and indeed 
her confulion was {o viTible, Mrs* Corbet 
afked her if fhe was indilpofed ? The fer- 
vant juft ^wing himfelf at the door, as 
the fignal for dinner, happily relieved her 
from a queftion put with all the innocence 
in the world in mere malice. 

The dinner pafled; without any of the 
party, except the one lady vifitor, doing 
credit to the delicacies before them. Colo- 
nel M^ndez fqoind himfelf exceedingly em- 
barraflfed at the piercing black eyes of Mr. 
Edwin, who feemed to look into a foul nctf 
▼ery well prepared for fuch a ftri6t fcrutiny. 
He had, indeed, never appeared to fo little 
advantage before bis miftrefs. An air of 

conftraint 
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conftraint clouded the ufual gaiety and.eaie 
q{ his Tnieii-»and ftrapge as it actually was^ 
he found himfelf at a lofs for words. 

The Count was guarded in every look 
and a6tion ; he was a very fine figure, po- 
lite, and well . bred, a foreigner by birdi^ 
though perfedly converfanj with the Eng- 
lifli tongue ;. he appeared thoughtful and 
rcferved* 

Mrs. Edwin was, at no time, a woman 
whofe talents would much adorn her ele- 
vated rank > fhe was now particularly de<- 
.ficient, and not aJittle, by her behaviour, 
did fhe add to the very poor opinion Wil* 
kinfon entertained of her, 

Cecilia, fpite of her coqucttry, ofthepre- 
fcnce of her lover, and of the difagreeable 
rencontre with Wilkinfon> could not en- 
tirely hide her emotions, at the animated 
account given of Charles Herbert -, he was 
indeed now an indigent wanderer, his eftatc 
gone, his fortune ruined, himielf and his 
family dependant on hers : there was no pof- 
fibility of indulging her p^tiality for him : 
— flie could not be fo meaflli yet his perfoo, 

hi3 



J5« ANN A. 

I 

his ferrtimerits/his mariners, i-ectrrred in the 
moft pleafing forms iky her imagination :— ^ 
(he gav6 them a figh,— -What more has a 
coquette to beftow on the unfortunate ? — 
and turned her willing ear to the ffattcry of 
che more profperous Colone!. 

The parade iiid oftentation of the meal> 
rendered ftiU more ti^ious by the hurry 
every body feemed in to get it over, was at 
lengrh reraored.- - 

' M'n Edwin was 'trying lo draw the 
Colonel into s| coivter^ion he us iftduftiri^ 
dufly avoided, whetv WiBcihfon, as the la- 
tJieSvWere retirmg^ cfeimed Cecilia's promife 
of half an hour's audience. 

A requeft (b odd, at fuch a time, fur- 
prifed her brother, and' alahined the lover; 
which he perceiving, as well as the young 
lady's embarraffmenr, added, if it would 
not intrude on the etiquette of form, he 
would be glad it might be, in the prefent 
company. [" ^ 

' Cecilia, not daring either to deny or ex- 
plain the manner in which the promife was 
obtained, filently fuffered him to lead her 

to 
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to her feat, while Mrs. Edwin had recourse 
to Kef fairs, which were brought in by 
Frajan. . 

Wilkinfon's whole fotil was in the caufe 
of his bekxvcd. Anna ; he boldly and.man- 
fiiily «cp^iated on the beauty of ^ her per-, 
feny t^e eirtfink: of her underftanding,^ and 
on the graces df her xnind : he repeatred 
many inffaiices oF the gircatnefs of her foul, 
and the goodncfs of her heart ; he brought 
to the mind of Cecilia the virtue and inte^ 
grity of her friend, Mrs. Manfel j he» up-* 
right cdnduaft, and her unimpeached cha- 
Ka6ter: he mentioned' it, as the pride of his 
heart, that it had been devoted to Mife 
Maniet ; and as liis bereft affli<£i:ion, to 
have been rejected : he followed her to {jon- 
do», when he found J3ie might have been 
Qsi^ mare advantageoady and more honoiiir* 
ably cftablifhedi ?^nd then repeated the 
ci^w^lty and injwftieewitfi which (he had been 
treated J told them the cdbmny fiie had! 
Mn under, both with refpedb to Mr; Eciwin> 
and other as infennous charges: in confe- 
q«refK€ oi which> fee* ^ded, m a voice 
' * choaked 
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choaked with the feelings of his heart, " She 
^* is, at this moment, a deferted, unpro- 
" teftcd fugitive, without money, friends* 
^* or the means of procuring any :*' and 
then folcmnly demanded of Mifs Edwin 
her authority for the accuiations flie had 

thought proper to abet againfr a young per- 

fon who had never offended her ? 

, This application was feconded by Mr. 

Edwin, whqfe furprife is not to be ex- 

prefled at the . intelligence this harangue 

conveyed. ': ' ' . x 

-' Mifs Edwin rang for Frajan ;-i-that lady 

had wifely withdrawn herfelf ; — ^ fhe waa 

gone out. 

'^ What !" faid Mifs Edwin, " without 
*' my leave ? Well, it is of no import j I 
V believe I have evidence you will ftot dif- 
** pute/* She then repeated, io her turji, 
all that Frajan had told her, and haughtily 
produced Lord Sutton's card, in coxi£rma* 
fion of Aona's guilt. 

. " Whatever," anfwered Wilkinfon, " was 
*/ the .fituation or diftrcfs^f Anna's infancy,^ 
*< I am clearly convinced the ^ions of 

" her 
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•' her maturer years have been ftriftly con- 
" fiftent with the moft immaculate honour ; 
and here," he continued, " is a proof, 
that whatever might be Lord Sutton's 
fentiments at that period, he has been 
•* convinced they were founded in error." 
. To the unfpeakable aftoiliihment of Mils 
Edwin, and all prefent^ he gave his Lord- 
ihip's offer of marriage into the hands of 
Mrs. Edwin, who could noia attend to what 
was going forward. After peruling it, fhe 
hinted her fuipicions of a forgery, in "v^hich 
Mifs Edwin chofe to accord, though in her 
own mind ftie was convinced, not only of 
^its authenticity, but of the injury done our 
heroine. 

. The hand and ieal could not be counter- 
feits. Lord Sutton's violent love-fit for her 
had gone off in a manner no lefs fudden 
than furprifing, and he had lately wholly 
declined vifiting in Portnfian-fquare. Ce- 
cilia wanted not cunning — and her pcndira- 
tion at difcovering fchemes of iniquity was 
quick in proportion to her powers and in- 
clination for forming them j it was there- 

" fore 
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fore much ealier for her to develope Lopd' 
Sv€t€)n's Hiotlve, thaa ta account for Fra^ 
'^'^i of vfhcik fidelity flie had not a 
doubt«^ 

;. WmdnXbn atked fav^ and wa$ permitted; 
to.Fe&i^n,,lJord Suttoa's card) ^d the ladies 
then retiiTcd,^ tl^ gpntlcmea accompanying . 
thfiPi tacheircoSbe^in ordeyrtaattenxi them- 

: Wix Edwini> t#(3b ixwc<jb: ^kea up with: 
iiit ovft «Jiwir3 »!^ 'to think erf hi3 fifter'^i. 
z^^^gkidly £aSerQd the^UaiicCploi^elj for 
ibis, tiocie, 10 efc^pe his farthtf obfervation ;; 
jBid the JOToixwDt hi& coi*ti. got rwi of Wil- 
-kiiii&i^ihia) &]vburfjtciieinr4nt*^^k^^ : 
to Layton, to inquire into the truth ^ thp 

4iA«;dote»fteltktdju&heAc}; ^^ as ibon a^. 
iie hiad ^i'vea him pvof^r mftru&ions> fot^ 
lowed WilkKiToD^ bjrappointnftcnt, toGrof- 
^e»>r-%uare.. ;: . ^ 
^ , JMr^, HerbertJs gritffor the dreiftdfol and 
^fiidden di^dir of her hulbskrvd ym$ greatly 
tnoHtSed. by her fcnfe of the refignation di»e 
-t©r the c^pcirfations.' of diat Bering *ftie truly 
-ferved^ widioui; tbo paradfi.or :(htm- of ho- 
c. . ing 
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ing righteous over-niucIv--hcir conceriv for 
the welfare of h«r childfen w^a he/ fijrft 
earthly objeft : and now, th^ the unforta-* 
nat€ Mr. Herbert was no more,j fl^ confi- 
4er<ed their ckim en her a$ d^(i>b|«c)[; 

Mr. WUkinfon'sr ^temion to hir aftd hep 
intereft, filkd her with efttem and gra&i^ 
t\ide ; he knew ail Mr. Kkrbim's affwra at 
fbe work&i aiid urged the iimo^diate necd^ 
fity there was for h^r pmience ^ tfee C^Ale s 
but there al&'Wa^ an:e$i?<Hinoa a$wdJtas 
10 the works i it was.not^ therefotie, fit die 
ibould, in her prefenf diftrefltd ftate oftDind^ 
g<> therei yet it^nethiog mv^ be done ji 4nCl 
^^^>H^^^^f^ ^as4^th to leav4 iJoikt 
4oj3(, wfi^hout heating, f^me ti4ir^ of A^n^ 
Jiis owft wifhe^ gave way to his ^gyairful 
4efii?f 0f bek)g of ibme ufe to Mrs. Herbertt 
. When Mr. Herberfc^iipe, fee fovijQd him 
r^fi>ive!d on fetting oyt for Walea^ ^. fi>OR.a$ 
thft^VAcral of the deq^afe4 n?*6 ovftr^^Xhw 
^1^'was related unneoeaaiya by.Mr^ 
Edwin's promifing tf>) take op himfelf thi5 
i^hok dirfiftion of titat, the catie. of Xycrd, 
^d every thing eUe in town, to reader hi^i 

aunt 
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aunt as eafy as the recent calamity woulcf 
admit. ' He accordingly took leave of them 
over-night, in order to go early in the 
morning ; and Edwin returned home again, 
to the furprife of his domeftics, before ten 
o'clock, having called at the undertaker's, 
and given very liberal directions refpefting 
the interment of Mr. Herbert ^ which, 
though as private as |)offible, he defired 
ihould be very handfome. 
< Mrs. Edwiii and Cecilia returned from 
the opera in the fame company they went 
out with, though much mortified at the con- 
dolence of their friends on the fhocking event 
in their* family, which had told them, in 
pretty plain terms, the indecency of their 
appearing in public while the affair was fo 
recent: indeed this was not the firft thing 
that had happened in puWic very humi- 
liating td thofe ladies, who had lately per- 
ceived, though their routs were ftill crowd-^ 
cd, aiid the fame quantity of tickets left at 
their door, that- in private and feleft par- 
ties, and in places where women, whofe 
prcfcnce carried propriety with it, reforted, 

they 
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jthey were often excluded. Their cfcortes 
at all places where they were feen, were cer- 
tainly of that ftamp, that few chofe to dif- 
pute with them the honour of their ac- 
quaintance. 

Out of humour with themfelves, they the 
more willingly liftened to the entertainment 
offered by \ht\x beaux: but this they were 
foon deprived of; for the happy flow of 
fpirits poffefTed by Mendez, and the foft 
languifhings of the divine Count, both va- 
nifhed at the fight of Mr. Edwin. 

Mrs. Corbet, a widow of fmall fortune, 
but an expenfive eftablifhment, had, at din- 
ner, been particularly attentive to Edwin, and 
Ihe rcfumed tlie fatae conduft at their return 
home 5 but as the gentlemen foon took their 
leave, and as her orders for her chair were 
not taken any notice of, fhe could xiot de- 
cently out-ftay them. Ih the time that re- 
mained, nothing but wearinefs, conftraint, 
and ill- humour, were vifiblc: after, however, * 
agreeing that it was neceflary to put on 
mourning, which, the ladies faid, was the 
moil becoming thing in the world, and fet- 
tling 
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tlmg the etiquetu of what ordef of peopte 
was proper to let in, Mr. Edwin forced 'Mm- 
fclf to aflc after their entertainment/ 

" Oh! it was odious 1 nothing but frights 
** at the opera, though an infinienfe crowd, 
** the men lolling on each other's fhoulders, 
** wholly attentive to themfelves i and the 

women, nothing but innpertinence. and 

folly.'* He took not the trouble to ac- 
cede to, or contradift, their opinions, but, 
formally wifliing them a good night, left 
his wife and fifter to their own fociety. 

The monrrent the polite hufband entered 
Ills library, his man appeared. The firft 
glance of his countenance affured Mr. Ed- 
win he was full of news j and, indeed, {o 
hp was. 






CHAPTER LXIII. 

« 

ReHirn to Anna* 

« 

1 H E" fituation in which we parted with 
our heroine was fo interefting and deplo- 
rable, that I make no doubt my reader will 

condemn 
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jcoiidemn me for ieavi);^ liex £>long in foch 

a ftate. 

The fever wad, as prognofticated, of the 
- .eruptive kind ; it Msas the fmall-pox. The 
agitation of her mind had forwarded the 
infe&ioD, wliich (he had received in walk« 
rrig to Mrs. Wdlers' the day before ; and, 
at the period I have mentioned of Edwin's 
fending to the village, ftie had not recovered 
iier fenfcs. 

Bates found cvepy thing, advanced by 
Wilkinlbn, confirmed by the people of the 
place. Mrs. Wilfon, who did not know 
him, affured him Anna was gone off with 
'Squire Edwin, which ht- did not think ne- 
ceflary to contradict; and this being all the 
information he could by any means col- 
left, he left Layton. 

In returning through the city, he recol- 
lefted his filter, who, having loft her 
hufband, a matter of a man of war, was 
come to town to receive fome prize-money 
due to him, and get her pcnfion. She had 
twice dined at the fecond table, in Port- 
man-fquare 3 and^ as he fuppofed fhe would 

foon 
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foon be leaving town, took the opportunity 
of calling at her lodgings. 

He afccnded the ftairs to her apartment, 
without feeing any one ; but, when he en- 
tered the front room, he was furprifed to 
find his fitter and her landlady in tears, and 
a large quantity of phials on the mantle- 
piece : which furprife. was increafed with 
their hiftory of the matter that occafioned 
fuch an appearance. — His fifter was the 
very identical Mrs. Hughes, who had fo hu- 
manely given up her bed to Anna. 

Bates was ftruck with the account, 
which tallying, in point of time, with the 
abfence of Mifs Manfel, he begged to fee 
her. 

Swelled- as was her lovely face, and in- 
flamed as were her eyes, he inftantly knew 
her, as Ihe lay rcftlefs and talking inwardly, 
but of what he could not make out. Tlie 
joy this difcovery gave him may be con- 
ceived to be great, as he knew the genero- 
fity of his matter, in affairs where his plea- 
fures were concerned,, to be unbounded j 
however, he took care to conceal his know- 
ledge 
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^edge of the poor ftranger, till he fhould re- 
ceive his matter's commands, and left them 
with a promife to call the next morning* 

Mr. Edwin gratified him beyond his moft 
ianguine expedation -, and charged him to 
return^ as he *had appointed, and get his 
£fterj at any rate, to their intcrcft ; to order 
«.phy(ician ; to let nothing be wanted; to 
charge Mrs. Hughes, if Anna recovered 
her fenfes, never to drop a word of him, or 
kis family ; and, finally, to inquire if' the 
lofs of her beauty would be the confequencc 
of her dilbrder. 

Baites faithfully executed his commiflion ; 
but finding his fitter rather nicer in the 
matter than he expedtcd, or thought necef- 
fary, he bound her to the mott folemn pro-r 
mife not to betray the name of the friend^ 
who would wifh to fupport Anna, to her. 

A proper nurfc was then procured, and a. 
phyfician fent for, mott famous in the dif-- 
order; and Bates had the good, luck to carry 
kis matter two very acceptable pieces of 
news, namely, that the Do6tor gave the 
greatest hopes of prefcrving both the life 

Vol. IIL I and. 



I70 A N N A. • 

and beauty of his patient. — Again he was 
Rewarded, and again difpatched with frelh 
orders to fpare nothing tfcat money could 
purchale> and to obferve, with refpeft to 
Mr. -Edwin, profound fecrecy. 

Mrs. Hughes was a widow of twenty- 
tight; the beft-temperod creature in the 
Ifvorld : her father was a teitant' to the late 
Mr. Turbviilc, and now -to young Edwin, 
<m an eftate adjoining Sir William Ed- 
win's.— Bates, her brother, had: been taken 
very young to wait on his prefent matter, 
and had now lived with him twelve years j 
had been the tour, and indeed was the 
faithful repofitory of all his fecrcts. The 
confidence his m after repofed in him, was 
well known not to be of the moft laudable 
natwe ; and this good woman would have 
been fkr n^ofct fatisfied to have fupported 
the unknown young perfon, at her ^«^» ex- 
pence, than to hare been fo affifted, undel- 
fuch injunftions, becaufe the whcJe coun- 
try round Dennis Place not only loved, but 
feared the Edwin family too much, to do 
suiy thing that could fubjeft them to their 

rcfent* 
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refentment. Not daring to difobey the or- 
ders of Mr. Edwin', (he was yet very much 
diflarisfied on being (b reftrained : — every 
day and hour brought frefli inftances of Mr. 
Edwin's folicitude for Anna*s recovery, 
and the fevcnth day her fenfes returned i 
but ^hat a ftitc did (he find herfelf in ! 

As foon as her mental po>vers refumed 
their place, and recolleftion returned, what 
a dreadful gloom prefented itfelf ! She had 
but a faint remembrance of accepting Mrs. 
Hughes' bed, but all the preceding events 
came unfought into* her fickenrng imagina- 
tion. The violence of the fever ^abated 
with the turn of the diforderi but fhe was 
(b weak as to be unable to fpeak, and fo 
iibre as to be unable to move : fhe tears, 
that gulhed from her eyes; were the firft 
piroofs, to the women about her, that (he 
was fcnfible. 

Their attention and tendernels were re- 
doubled ; every thing, that could fdpdie or 
revive her, was done 5 and, as 'flie grew 
ftronger, every painful retrofpeft av9{de(3 : 
but it was not in the pc^wer of their kind- 

I 2 ncf$ 
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ncfi to banifh the killing thoughts witiJt 
which her fituation filled her. 

» 

The more (he was obliged to thofe hu- 
mane ftrangers, the more the idea of the 
cxpence and trouble they had been at 
afflifted her : (he regretted, in *the agonies 
of her foul, the prcfcrving her exiftence, 
which feemed, from her infancy, to be de-" 
voted to mifery i -and, her extreme grief 
not only counteraded the effedt of thofe 
medicines wliich were prefcribed, but kept 
her in fo weak a ftate, that the D^ftor be- 
gan to be apprehenfive for her life. 

Bates was conftandy there three times a 
day J and this piece ef ill news he did not 
fail to carry to Mr. Edwin, who^ diftrafted 
at the thoughts of now lofuig her, contrived 
(as he fuppofed, with great reafon, her low 
ftate was brought on- by the diftrefs of her 
circumftances) a plan, from which, he 
hoped^ the moil favourable confequences 
would cnfue. 

He had got into his poffeffion the two. 
letters Mrs. Manfel had written to Anna, 
and, by their help, procured 'one to be 

written 
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written, as from that good man, cxpreffing 
the moft paternal folicitude for her reco- 
very, afligning his own infirm ftate of 
health as the reafon.he came not himfelf.— 
He told her he had, by means of a friend, 
traced her with great difficulty, and in- 
clofed* a bill for thirty pounds, recommend- 
ing it to her to keep as concealed as pof- 
fible. • 

This letter was .delivered her by the late 
Mr. Herbert's footman,- a man whom fh^^ 
well knew,, and who being now wholly de- 
pendent on Mr. Edwin, he could not doubt, 
the fidelity of. 

Anna wept, and alkcd a thoufand qudf- 
tions of the man, who promifed to ca^ again- 
before he left town.. The gneat trouble 
her malady had occafioned in the houf« 
where flie was,, rendered this bill very ac- 
ceptable ;. though it was accompanied with 
regret at being ftill in want of the fupport, 
fhe knew her paternal friend could ill fpare.. 

However, ^ith the firft gleam of plea- 
fure they had feen on her countenance, fhe 
iiififted on paying them for their attendance> 
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and what they had difburfed for her. This, 
Mrs. Hughes was inftrudted to gratify her 
io ; and, having nxade out a very trifling 
account, was liandfomely paid. The Doc- 
t^)r too took his fees from her ; and now a 
little more at eafe, fhe recovered her ftrengdi 
and fpirits. The diforder, though very 
thick on her body, had been remarkably 
favourable to her face. She had yet money 
enough to fupport her for a little tinrc, and 
to purchafe a few neceflaries Ihe wanteds 
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Meetmgt of OMFriinds. 

T H E firft day Anna was able to fit up to 
dinner, Mrs. Hughes, with the wonaan of 
the houfe and her dau^ter, partook, at her 
reqiteft, of the little repaft; which when 
ended, Ihe thajiked them feverally for 
their great kindnefe} adding, that as the ap- 
pearance of fijch a youi^ creature, thrown 

upon 
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upon thc'ir charity in fo remarkable a man- 
ner, who neither then, nor now, fcemed to 
be the c^re or concern of any body^ and 
who really was more deftitute of relations 
than, God be praifed, fhe was of friends, 
fince Ihe knew fhe had one of the latter de- 
fcription, though fhe was not blefTed with 
any pf the former,, muit have excited their 
curiofity -, a curiofity fo natural, that if it 
were untinctured with doubts to her diiad-. 
vantage, their confidence mufl be the refult 
of their own goodoefs of heart : fiie.would^ 
therefore, tell them the fad ctaiixis fhe bad 
on their humane feelir^s* 

Alas ! (continued fhe, weeping) " the 
accident that bromghc me here is not the 
" firft by which I have been left, a mifer- 
'* able orphan, on the pity of (bangers : I 
" am not acquainted with my own name ; 
*' the one I go by is that of the fricnd> t^ 
" whofe paternal love I owe the power of 
^^ repaying the pecuniary obligations I was 
under to you. You have before you^ 
my good friends, the child of forrow, the 
daughter of charity. What, or who my 

I 4 " parents 
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parents were, or whether I am by blbod^ 
conneded with a living being, I know* 
not. The perfon fuppofed to be my fa- 
•* ther died at a ftrange lodging, where he 
** had not fo much as flept; and I was 
** taken from thence by a clergyman.'*' 
•* Who, merciful God!" exclaimed the 
landlady of thehoufe^ trembling with eager- 
jacfs, " was that clergyman's, name Dalton ?*'* 
•—Anna, aftoniflied, anfwered it was. 

" And your's, my dear child,'* faid the 
woman, ** is Anna. Oh ! my fwect crea- . 
•• turc ! (embracing her) have hope, have- 
•* confidence in the wifdom, as well as the- 
" mercy of that Being, who> in^ a more- 
*^ dreadful flate than that of deferted in- 
^* fancy, conduced you a fecond time to 
** the fame humble inftrument of his goodr 
*^ nefs for prcfervation ! Yes, my child, it 
*' was at my houfe your father expired, and' 
^' nccciSity only could have prevailed on 
** me ever to refign you, though I could' 
•* not doubt Mrs. Dalton's care of you ; 
^' but now we part no more*** 

Anna,, 
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Anna, having been told the perfon at 
whofe houfe fhe was left was dead, could 
hardly credit the woman's aflcrtians ; the 
particulars^ indeed, had never been willingly 
entered on by Dalton y and when, by dint 
of perfevering intreaties, he could be drag- 
ged into the fubjeft, he told her no perfon 
was now livings but himfelf, that was in 
any way witnefs to the fudden diflblution of 
her parents, who were foreigners. ,When 
fhe repeated thofe circumftanccs to Mrs, 
Clark (it was indeed her) and the vicifli- 
tudes of her life, flie again and again em- 
braced her, calling her by every endearing 
epithet, and bid her look forward, with cer- 
tain hope, to the events of a life fo mira!- 
culoufly preferved. — " My dear child,'* 
faid fhe, ** what end could that man, who I 
*' always believed agoodChriftian, have in 
deceiving you, I cannot think : it is now 
many years fince I loft all trace of him. 
or you ; and my own circumftanccs get- 
ting from bad to worfe, he might not be 
*' more fuccefsful in his inquiries after me ; 
II but he has in pofTeflion things you fhould 

I 5 " cer- 
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'* certsunly be acquainted with, i«^ich might 
f * lead to a difeovery of your family — ^your 
*• father, I am fure, was a gentleman/' 
She then toJd her every circumftance that 
happened both to him and the woman who 
accompanied him; to which wa& added, 
the account of what efFe<^s were left : the 
value, of the watch and rings was not the 
ot^£b that moft ftruck thcmj it was the 
entire concealment of them and the box of 
papers. 

While the fad retrofpedt of the event, 
which had deprived our heroine of every 
natural friend, and expoied her to the ma- 
nifold evils of poverty and the cutting ne- 
ceflity of being dependent on ftr^gers for 
fubfiftence, filled her with grief and agony : 
fhe could not help joining in admiration 
^t that Providence, which guided her fteps 
to the habitation of the only perfon in the 
world, befides the Daltons, who could give 
her, from their own knoMedgc, information 
of what was of fb much confequence for 
her to know. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs, Clark protcftcd (he never more 
fliould leave her, except for her own ad- 
vantage, or till fomebody ov;rned herj-^ 
and, perceiving the forrow this hint excited^ 
charged her to keep up her fpirits, fincc 
(he was fure her life had not been fo evi- 
dently the peculiar care of heaven for no- 
thing.-—-" Here, only think," faid Ihe, 

what a blef&ng^it is you (hould have 

fuch an education to fet off your fweet 
^* face ; and now that face fo charmingly 
^* preferved : and then, again, you fee in 
** how many inftances you have met with 
'^ fuch good friends: — ^you muft take the 
" bitter with the fweet i and all, I am fure, 
" wUl be for the beft." 

The effufions of a joyful heart were vi- 
fible in all Mrs. Clark's words ; but, not- 
withftanding her confidence in the princi^ 
pies of the reverend teacher, fhe had at 
times very ftrong fufpicions that the trunk 
contained fomething he wifhed not to be 
known 5 and his fo induftrioufly conceal- 
ing from Anna, that, and every other cir* 
cumftance that could lead to any know- 
. / 16 ledge 
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Jcdgc of her family, now as ftrongly con- 
finned thofe fufpicions, Sbe was in reality^. 
what he appeared^ fober ' and religious 5 
fcer outward profeflions were perfecbly con- 
lillent with the principles on which her 
anions were founded. She was ftill a. mem- 
ber of a Methodift fociety ; and for thofe 
tenets Ihe had the ftrongeft partiality. To. 
fuppofe aminifter, whawas held in high 
«ftim,ation. among the preachers of her fe(9:, 
guilty of wronging an orphan, under the 
fanftion of charity, was fcaridalifing the 
whole body, and was what Ihe wifhed to 
avoid I more efpecially as it might not be 
io. He might- have motives for his con- 
duct perfeftly confiftent with his faered 
charader, though not requifite to be made 
public ; but thofe flie was refolvcd to in- 
quire into. Without, therefore, hinting at 
her defign, fhe contented herfelf for the 
prefcnt with Ihewing every kindnefs to 
Anna, who was again brought under her 
roof in fo deftitute a fituation. She could> 
flie faid, not doubt, but Providence meant 
her to be the humble means, either of re- 

ftoring 



A FT N A. I** 

ftoring her to her family, or preferving hcF 
from fome dreadful evil which might clfe 
have awaited her ; and therefore, poor as 
flie was, fhe was fure fomething would tiiri> 
up to enable her to keep her. 

The words of the' good endiufiait ftruck 
Mrs. Hughes yery forcibly j— her own ideas 
of the plot laid by Mr. Edwin convinced 
her they were indeed too pregnant with 
truth, -and half converted her to the faith 
by which they were infpired ; being fully 
fatisfied in her own mind, his particular- 
attention to fvch a young perfon could 
have but one end. Her confcicnce re-^ 
proached her for concealing fufpicions fb 
well founded i but the prejudices of her 
whole life were too ftrong for her good 
wilhesj Ihe therefore refolved to haften 
the conclufion of her bufinefs, which had 
been already delayed beyond her expc&a- 
tion, and leave town as foon as Ihe could. 

• 

Anna, once more with a real friend, and 
treated with ^ maternal indulgence, reco- 
vered dailjp*; and Mrs.. Clark bringing to 
her mind conftantly her loft friend Mrs« 

Manfcl, 



x8i ANNA. 

Manfelj the Llandore family likewife ob- 
truded themfelves qa her ideas. The fuit 
of clothes ihe had embroidered for Lady 
Edwin, fo much admired, gave her the 
hint of a mode by which fbe might per- 
haps procure the means of fuhfiftence, 
more flattering to her pride than going 
to fervice. She had no fooner mentioned 
it to Mrs. Clark, than Ihe fallied out in 
queft of work. 

But whether it was her appearance, which 
was that of a primitive Chriftian,- in a plain 
black fattin bonnet and cloak, a light- 
brown fine camblet gown, fmall (harp fea- 
tures — or whether Ihe happened to apply 
to Ihops who were, as they Md, over- 
ftocked with hands, fhe returned tired and 
unfuccefsful. 

Poor Anna was much difai^xrinted ; but 
recoUefting the perfon who got the trim- 
ming made for Lady Edwin, employed a 
great number g( people, as fhe had been 
once at his houfe with that lady, fhe re- 
folved, as foon as her health would permit 
her to go out, to try har own luck. 

In 
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In the inean while, Mr. Edwin, having 
.fettled all Mrs. Herbert's aiFairs, and paid 
the expence of Tyrrcl's accident, began to 
^X)w impatient to fee our heroine. Mrs. 
Hughes, however, infifted he fliould not 
come to her lodgings without leave from 
Anna, Her inconvenient fcruples ^ greatly 
embarrafied him : he had no hopes of ob- 
taining fuch a permiffion while fhe was 
there i he therefore infilled on her imme- 
diate removal ; which fhe was obliged to 
comply widi j and returned to Wales with- 
out completing her bufinefs. 



CHAPTER LXV. 
The Married Lover. 

Edwin then flattered himfelf litde 
trouble and lefs refiftance would attend the 
completion of his defires, and began his 
operations with great fpirit. He inquired 
for her a9 a ftranger^ and was immediately 

(hewn 
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fccwn to the apartment Mrs. Hughes HaJ 
left. Anna's furprife and difpleafure at 
this vifit were equal 5 it affronted her vir-^ 
tue, it alarmed her pride. Reduced by 
her illnefs, weak and languid^ flie was an 
intcrefting and afFcfting objeft. Edwin's 
heart was by no means callous to the feel- 
ings of humanity: he apologized for his 
intrufion ; alid with tendernefs and delicacy 

« 

(when Ihe had recovered her firft alarm) 
made the moft flaming profcffion of a 
♦violent attachment ;— offered her a cartr 
blancbcy and, throwing himfelf at her feet, 
vowed it was impoffible for him to exifl 
without her. 

The innate love of virtue, and the n^atu- 
ral ab|iorrence of vice, implanted* early in 
the mind of this amiable girl, would have 
filled her with horrour at fuch a propofal 
from any one ; but in this inftance, it was 
aggravated by her knowledge of his recent 
marriage, his family connections, and by 
her fenfe of juflice and propriety 5 yet her 
indignation being really againft the vice, 
while the fon of Lady Edwin, the rektion 
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ef the Herberjs, was on thoft accounts the 
obje6t of her compafllon, fhe coolly ancf 
dilpaffionately Tcjedted, in themoft unequi- 
vocal terms, all his ofiersi remonftrated 
with him on the barbarity of his conduft 
to his wife^ and the fcandal fuch a mode 
of living, if ^optedy. muft entail on his 
femily. Eloquent in th€ caufe of honour^. 
flie intreated lum to have fome concern (op 
the peace pf his worthy mother, and fome 
j^cgard for the credit of his own pofterity^ 
which he knew- to be of fuch confequence 
to Sir William and Lady Edwinw 

He, in return, denied the ch^ge of bar- 
barity to.his wife^ as ihe had. quite as little 
feeling for him as h^ could poffibly have' 
for her. His mother^ his family, and hi» 
pofterity, woiild have reaibn to- blefs her, 
if, by accepting his ofier^ flie would con- 
defcend to be his fwcet guide through life. 
He had no joy at home, no pleiafure- 
abroad: his fortune was already impsHred 
by the want of *happinefs in his domeftic 
cirtlci fmce he had run from one evil to 
aiKtther^ in. vain fearch of the content he 

foiiwli 
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found it abfurd to feek at home* Had 
his parents really confuked his happinds> 
would they have joined him, by their en- 
gagements, lb early in life, to a woman he 
could not help defpifing ? In the unioa 
formed for him, they had confidercd neither 
his tafte nor inclinations. He would gj> 
abroad with her : Ihe ihould there be«r his 
name, and fhare his fortune:— he woidtd 
give the worlds if he had more to offer 
Jber* 

He vns here interrupted l:^ our hcYOine^ 
who faid fhe was grievtd to find hjt could 
be at fuch eafe with himielf> o& fo wicked 
apropofaJ^ as ta ^tenipt &ck ajuftifira^ 
tloa: ihe coAiki, thereforei only beg him 
to have fa much compaffion &f her (kiia^ 
tion^ ^ to refrain teazing her -, and fb much 
refped for unofiendifig innocence, as.tofor- 
beaf iftfuking her farther : it would 'aafwcr 
no purpofe j he woold find her pirindples 
were not . to be corrupted ; andj as to her 
inclinations, ihe had told* him long ago, 
and fhe how folenonly repeated it„ were it 
in his. power to offer her marri^p, with the 

Cull 
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full confent of his family, poor^ deftitutCji 
and almDft friendlefs as Ihe was, they were 
too fervently engaged to admit one doubc 
of her rejection, not only of him, but the 

« 

whole world. 

. Mr. Edwin wanted not underilanding or 
knowledge of. the female heart -, he could 
not therefore doubt but the lips of Anna 
fpoke the langus^e of hers. Mortifying a» 
was this convidion, it did not prevail on 
him to forego^ fuit, in which all his defires 
wece fo interefted : the greater the difficulty^ 
the more valuable the conqueft. The place 
of her refidencc was wholly unknown to any 
but himfelf ; (be was poor^ and, but for hkn^ 
muft have wanted common neceflaries i Ihe 
would yet want them, if he withheld his 
bounty. He found, in her Bight from Dal- 
ton's, her repugnance to Sutton ; and, thai^ 
he knew not all the circunnilances, he na- 
turally fuppofed the more the report of her 
being with him was believed, thelefs likely 
fbe would be to find any other protestor. 
While, therefore, he could contrive to keep 
her concealed, while fhe continued diftrefled, 

he 
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he would pcrfift, AfFefting to be movecf: 
by her arguments, he then endeavoured to. 
prevail on her to fufier him to vifit her as a, 
friend, and to fupply her with any money- 
flie might have occafion for.. Annarablo- 
lutely rcfufed both; and he was obliged to* 
leave her, with no hope of fuccefs to his 
wilhes, but thofe founded* on her diftrefs.. 
From her he went immediately to Dalton^s,^ 
and told them, haughtilys he^was come to 
fee Mifs ManfeFs clothes fent her. The 
poor parfon was ftrucfc into confufidn at 
this requifition : Was itpoflible? Could 
Anna be with Mr, Edwin at laft ? FareweU>, 
^en, to all his hopes from his noble patron^ 
In the fame ftyle of proud fuperiority he 
was told to deliver every thing belonging to 
Anna. Irrefolute how to aft for thtp befti 
that is to fay, mod for his own ihtereft, he 
anfwered, a gentleman in the neighbour- 
hood had put His feal' on her trunks, at her- 
own defire ; that gentleman was fent for,, 
^4 acqu ainted with ; the demand. 

Doaof. 
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l5o£tor Collet^ fuiprifed, and indeed fqrryv > 
*o fee this undoubted proof 6f her being 
with Mr- Edwin, anfwered. If Mifs Man* 

• 

•fel had fent for her things, he prefumed 
the gentleman would produce her writ- 
ten ©rder. No; it was not -of confe- 
quence; he was known, and weuld be- 
aniwerable for her adlions -, he was reiady to 
pay hioH ahd iiifiifted on having the trunks^ 
and bid them detain tliem at their pieril. 

Dalton, fccoUefting. ail was jno\fr 'ovei^ 
with their hopes of the friendftiip of the 
Peer, and conceding this wo\ald be the laUt 
advantage he <:ould expect from his late 
ward, contrary to the advice of Mr. Collet, 
*he greedily feized this lad occalion of poc- 
^keting a fum of money on her account, and 
received from Mr. Edwin a draft for one 
hundred and fifty pounds, for her lodgingi^ 
fcoard, education, and eloathing. He then 
delivered her effefts to the young libertine, 
"who, hugging himfelf on his fuccefs, fent 
them in a hired cart, in his name, to aa 
Jiotel, of no great -eminence for its modeft 
company, ^d prefcntly left Layton. Dr. 

Collet 
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CoUeCj with a rueful countenance and dif- 
appointed mind, went firft toMrs.Wdlers, 
to whom he related die vifit of Mr. Ed- 
win, lamenting with her the depravity of 
the times, and concluding they had beeri 
too fanguinc in the acquittal of Anna, who, 
however blainelefs hkhetto, had, at laft, em-> 
tirely forfeited all claim to efteemj and tlien 
letumed home to write to Mr. Herbert. 

Mr. Edwin, highly fatisfied with his prize, 
itfolved to make a merit of reftoring it to 
Anna, at the fanne time he knew it would 
ruin her in the opinion of every friend j but 
that was a trifle beneath his thought* Elated 
with his fucccfs, he went to Brookes's, and 
from thence was engaged in a fcene of diffi- 
pation, to give it the tendereft of names, 
that put our heroine out of his head for a 
few days. 
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CHAPTER LXVI. 

The Embroider e/s. 

L H.E heahh and ftrength of our heroine 
being now confiderabiy rcftored, dreflcd in 
a clean plain morning gown, ilie took a 
coach to Pall Mall, and alighting a few 
paces from the door, walked to the embroi- 
derer's. 

• Mr. Dcfmonlins was a Frenchman, and a 
fop, but very ingenious, and in high vogue 
rn his way among the firft people. Hii 
wife, to whofe former hufband he was fore* 
man, was an Irifti virago, old enough to be 
his mother, extremely jealous of her huf-^ 
band's love and her own authority, which 
laft Ihe could not bear fliould be invaded, 
by one whom fhe had raifed to the honour 
of her bed arid the profits of her trade, 
from a ftate of indigent fervitude. Mon- 
fieur, on his part, conceiving the felicity of 
his hand at the altar, and the poflkfSon cf 
his moft charming pcrfon, fo far from fairly 

purchafed 
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purchafcd by the change in his fortune, hal 
been thrown away on an ungrateful womarh 
not fenflble of her extreme gdod targain, 
felt ;iot the leaft difpofition to give way to 
the imperious tenciper of his lady, or to dif* 
fipate her jealoufy by not converging with 
thofe fhe difliked, namely, all who were 
youQger or more agreeable than herfelf, or 
by exhibiting any particular proof of fond-^ 
tiefs &r .her j in fliort, the whole pleafure 
and delight of this happy pair was to thwait 
and contradift each other. Whatever Mrs. 
Defmoulins approved, was fure, with the 
•utmoft politenefs and -civility, to be difep- 
proved by her hufband ; and whatever ^as 
propo&d by him, was fure t^ be oppofed 
by his wifei though to iittlc purpofe i for, 
though MonGeur protefted it was with great 
regret and extreme mortification he varied 
from her opinion, he never gave up his 
{)ointw 

Qii.lnquu-ing for Mr. Defmoulins, Anna 

:w.as fbewn into a back fhop, 'where, aflbrt- 

ing of patterns, fat this amiable couple. 

'The lady, who feldcMn rofe from her fe^t to 

: ^ . people 
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people that came on foot, glanced fcorn- 
folly at our heroine; nor would (he, had 
Annans figure been lefs captivatingi have 
probably farther noticed her. Mr. Def- 
moulins, without looking up^ demanded 
how he could haVe the honour of obeying 
her commands? Annabluflied, hefitated — 
blufhed again. The lady fired at the fight : 
this was fome miftrefs of her hufband's, 
who could be lb confufed on no other ac- 
count than her happening to be prefent— 
" Why don't you fpeak, young woman ?" 
feid Ihe, in a tone that almoft petrified her ; 
while it called the man's attention from 
what he was about, who, more in oppofi- 
tion to his wife than in compaflion to her 
confufion, begged fhe would compofe her- 
felf, and let him know to what happy ac- 
cident he owed the honour of feeing her, 
and intreated (he would inform him how 
he could have the pleafure of obeying her 
commands ? The extreme politenefs of thd 
hufband was not lefs embarralTing to Anna, 
than the unprovoked rudenefs of the wife. 
After many efforts: to u(her 'in her requeft", 
- Voi. III. K in 
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in a mannec Icaft likely to give offence, flic 
at length ftammered out a petition to be 
employed j — which was inftantly negatived 
by the wife, and granted by the hufband. 
He did not, however, forget to enquire 
what fecurity fhe meant to give him for 
the work he Ihould cntrulb her with* A 
queflion fo new and unexpected, ftruck 
her into a confufion, of which Mrs. E)ef- 
moulins did not fail to n>ake her advan- 
tage, by remarkingi that none but a fool 
would think of employing her: — an in(i- 
nuation the leaft likely of all. others to 
lefleji his confidence. He,: therefore, re- 
gardlefs of his wife's farcallical expreflionsj 
and deaf to her keen remonftrances, gave 
our heroine an elegant waiftcoat, content- 
ing himfelf with her addrefs inftead of a 
bondfman. She returned home, too much 
elated to attend to the ill-breeding of Mrs, 
Defmoulins, and told Mrs. Clark, in rap- 
tures, of her fuccefs. A fecond-hand frame 
was immediately purchafed, and the work 
began with fuch eagernefs, fhe would hardly 
ipare any time for eating an4 reft. Mr. 

. £dwin 
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Eilwin called in vain at her door ; his letters 
were returned unread, and every offered 
favour declined with reiblution and con- 
fiftency^ No princefs could be happier 
than Anna Marifel while fo laudably em- 
ployed. The waiftcoat was foon finilhcd 
and carried Ikmtic. 

However difcordant weir the general 
difpofitions of Mr. and Mrs. Definpulins, 
' there was one thing, and only one, in which 
they perfeftly agreed ; that was, their own 
interdt. The fcolding brow of the one, 
and the icarelefs indifference of the other, 
were quickly changed at firfl: fight of the 
waiftcoat. They were both good judges of 
theirbufinefs ; and the particular neatnefs 
iand beafiity of her work, changed the harfh, 
unwomanly features of the miftrefs into a 
placid fmile. She was liberally paid, and 
given ifrefh employ, of a fuperior fort, with 
promifcofconftantwork. Her heart bound- 
ed with joy. The moment of her return, 
Ihe fettled a price for her board and lodg- 
ing, as beneficial to Mrs. Clark as conve- 
nient to' herfclf. 

K 2 No 
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No art was left uneflayed by Mr. Edwm ; 
but his attempts to bias her pure mind to 
cyil recoiled on himfelf j and his plan of 
fucceeding through her diftrefs, was rendered 
fruitlefs by her induftry : he was tbcrefone 
forced to give up, for the pn^fent, views 
that had coft him fo dear, and lay by in 
ll^ope of yet being fo. fqrtun^tp as to be in 
^ fome degree neceflary to the proud beauty, 
whofe charms he could neither forget, nor 
wholly give up. 

Wilkinfon was indefatigable in Mrs. 
Herbert's affairs. Sir William Eldwm ad- 
vanced money to clear both the eftate and 
iron works : he fent his fifter the moft fra- 
ternal confolations j and, with freih profef- 
fions of regard, gave her fon leave to pleafe 
himfelf in his ftay abroad. Thofe matters 
fettled, Mr. Wilkinfon returned to London, 
accompanied by Mr. Manfel, whofe anxiety 
was infupportable at the account he gave 
him of Anna. The laft words of his be- 
loved wife dwelt .. on his ears from the mo- 
ment he heard the ipjprics Ih'e had fufFered i 
fee occupied all Jxis waking thoughts, and 

his 
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His dreams reprefented her in the mod help- 
lefs and forlorn fituation. He well knew 
the caufe both of her leaving the lodge, and 
changing her name. His wife, whofe me- 
mory was not lefs dear than facrcd, had 
formed her mind, and been the guide of 
her early years ; could (he be then lefs than 
perfe(ft? — Torvnented with his regret for 
having fufFered her to leave him, and by 
his terror for what might be her then 
diftrefs, he refolved^ on a journey to Lon- 
don ', although, from his gouty habit, he 
was very unfit to undertake it, 

The fight of her old .friencls afForded 
great comfort to Mrs. Herbert; and Patty 
rejoibed in the hope .of being reftored to 
the fociety fhe loved. Their doors were 
ftiut, though that precaution was almoft 
needlefs; for, as they were known to be 
left in very dependent cirGumft:ances, they 
were not likely to be thronged with vifi-- 
tants, in a place where, the heart of M^S. 
Herbert being ftill lefs known than her 
perfon, Ihe could have no chance to excite 
the attention of the worthy few, who were, 

K 3 from 
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from congenial virtues, qualified to affo- 
ciate with her. Neither Mrs. Edwin nor 
Cecilia had condefcended to pay her one 
condoling vifit; and Mr. Edwin having 
liberally fupplied her with money, and done 
eveiy thing he could do with refpeft to her 
affairs, foon became weary of urging his 
wife and lifter to pay her fbme attention, 
or fliew any countenance to their young 
relation, as well as murdering any part erf' 
his own time, by beftowing it on an old 
aunt and inlipid coufin. 

Mr. Manfel's trouble was cordially 
fhared by Mifs Herbert; who, not being 
now under any reftraint, was as warm in: 
the praife of hfr friend as he could be 
himfelf, and jfo earneft to recover her, that 
Ihe prevailed on her mother to poflpone 
their journey to Uandore a few days, in 
hopes to have her with them :— not a little 
did £hc rejoice in the pofiibility of rcMwing 
thpfe fcenes of tranquil happintfs they hid 
pafled together. 

Next morning Mr. Wilkinfon' and his 
reverend friend went to Dalton's, on the 

earneft 



ANNA. 199 

cameft inquiry they were determined to 
make after the loft Anna. — ^The looks of 
Mn Manfcl piAured his mind -, they were 
mildy ferene^ and benevolent : his counter 
nance had acquired a folemn melancholy 
eaft fince the death of his wife> which was 
at this |)eriod much increafed by the un- 
certain ftate of the charge Ihe had left.^ 
True religion> and unaffefted piety, with 
a foul rendered indulgent to the foibles of 
others by paciencc and meek forbearance, 
marked his chara<9lei^— He knew the facred 
'profeffion of Dalton, and could not encou- 
rage a thought of his having afted wilfully 
wrong, and therefore expefted to find him 
in afffiftiori at the fame caufe with himfclf. 
—He was deceived. — Daltdn had been 
to Lord Sutton, to communicate to him 
Mr. Edwin's vifit, and was, in confequencc 
of his deRvering the clothes, turned out 
in difgrace and contennpt : he was there- 
fof* feeretly exultiog oft'lfaying fecured 
<diiA;afh, and tieftowed ^o £itther thought 
6i> her he had fy vilUA&uRy^bhcd: — Mri. 
Dakon, fetting*h«fj4ownRa^b1oSft* creature, 
both as to this world ami the hes^t, agreed 
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it could be no fin to make fuch a libemnr 
pay for his bad adions. 

A frefh inquiry after Mifs Manfel theii 
was not likely to give them much picafure 5 
but the manners and chara6ber of a good 
rlergynian carry witli them an indcfcribablc 

m 

weight among the moft abandoned; and 
guilt did that in Mr. Dalton which a real 
veneration did in his wife — it rendered therfi 
obliging and communicative: but after 
going through the ftory of her elopemejit^ 
Cnking only the caufe, when they came to 
Mr. Edwin's demand of ' her . clothes and 
payment of her debt, neither of the gen- 
tlemen could for a while credit them, till it 
w^as confirmed by Dr. Collet ; and even 
then Wilkinfon fwore there myft be; fome 
myfterv in it. Manfel thought fo tooj and 
they returned to London with increafed 
anxiety, but not with lefs confidence in the 
honour of our heroine. . 
.. They w:cnt direftly to Portman-fciuare. 
—Mr,, EdwJa W2^$ pot at home* — " Wh«i 
" would, k kt ftioft iikjtljt ,ta meet with 
," him ?"^— ** It ,wa» fcty wncertiip."— ~ 
Thejr called agasi, and again — They wrote 

;: , u with 
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with as litde fuccefs — ^They were always 
too foon or too late. Advertifements were 
put in the papers, defcribing Anna, and 
requeuing her to return to her friend, to 
no purpofe. Mrs. Clark kept no fervant ; 
her daughter and herfelf did the work of 
their little houfe between them — ^they never 
read a paper 5 and the refidence of Anna 
was entirely unknown to everybody, but 
thofe whofe defire it was to conceal it. At 
length, wearied with their unavailing in- 
quiries, in defpair of finding her, and Mrs. 
Herbert's prefence being as neceflary at 
Llandore as Mr. Manfel's at his re<5lory, 
and Wilkiafon's at the iron works, they 
were obliged to give up their purfuit ; but 
Wilkinfon protefted he would not . quit 
London tilt he had feen that vile Lord, 
who was the original caufc of all Arinas 
fnisfortuhes, In a fit of grief and dilap- 
ppintment> h^ inquired him out; and, at 
the cxpence of five Ihillings to. his poiter, 
got admittance to the deferted lover, whoie 
unfortunate paflioo had every prdgnbftic of 
coiling him very deif. * "* • ^ 
... K5 ' CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXVIL 

Tbe Infrufion. 

Ju O R D Sutton was at this time very- 
much indifpofed, but too fond of the world, 
and too little at eafe with himfelf, to bear 
the confinement of a fick room. Villars, 
with a careful ferene countenance, was 
{landing the brunt of his ill-nature and bni* 
talitjr ', fli€ had been making fome tea, which 
he faid was tbo ftrong, and* proteiled he was 
the worft ufed man on die face of God's 
earth i that, however, it was hii own fawlt, 
for'trufting any thing to lucb an abfolute 
ideot. 

A tnan in Svabby regimentals, wha had 
the honour of being led Captain to this au- 
guil perfonage, was ^pealed to,, and agreed 
that ic ceruinly was a pity Mrs. Villars was 
not more attentive ; to be furc, the tea was 
ftrong, though fome pcofAc (winking at 
her) liked it fo : now his wife made the 
bed tea in the world, wotld Mrs. Villars 

but 
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but learn of her. In this kind offer, and 
what was farther meant to follow, he was 
interrupted by a fudden and involuntary 
ftart of his Lordfhip. In a voice of terror 
he perfedtly fcreamed out, " And who are 
** you ?" to Wilkinfpn, who was announced 
by the fervant, as a gentleman that had par- 
ticular bufinefs with him. Lord Sutton's 
unufual falutation, trembling form, and agi- 
tated countenance, frightened the whole 
group. . 

.Wilkinfon's natural courage equalled that 
of mod young men ; but he neverthelefs 

felt himfelf fhocked, in an unaccountable 

* 

manner, at what he thought was the apprc* 
henfion of guilt, forgetting that as yet his 
jLordfhip was unacquainted with his errand. 
Tlie (baking of his limbs, the ghaftly ftare^ 
the quivering of his lips turned white as 
alhes, ftill continuing, as he inceflantly de- 
manded who the intruder was, whence he 
came ffom, and wlut he wanted, ftill nwre 
difconcerted him. Villars and the Captain 
concluded fome dreadful frenzy had feized 
hijix: they begged Wilkinfon to withdraw ; 

K 6 wJiich 
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which he would not confent to, but on con- 
dition of re-admiflion if he prefently reco- 
vered. As he was retiring, he was flopped 
by Lord Sutton, who, fomewhat nnorc com- 
pofed, bid him ftay ; but was again ftruck 
with terror at his beginning to fpeak, inter- 
rupting him as he was going to open his 
bufinefs. 

" Phantom of horror!*' faid the trembling 
culprit,- " do thefe pangs, which now fhake 
my frame, announce thy errand ? Thou 
living image of a murdered angel, art 
thou come to vifit in vengeance the de- 
ftroyer of thy mother ? Is tHen the day 
of •retribution already come ? Why did 
you let him in ?" continued he, fiercely 
turning to the Captain and Villars. " Who> 
'^ my good Lord ?^* anfwered he ; '* this 
'^ gentleman fays he is a perfonal llranger 
*^ to your I..ordfliip : he waits uplon you oh 
« bufinefs/' 

* " Let him be brief then, and never let 
^' me fee him more.'* The Captain would 
then have retired, but was bid not to ftiri 
and even the prefence' of Villars was confi- 
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dered as aproteftion. Wilkinfon was then 
called upon for his bufinefs, ^hich he was 
now loath to enter on, as the difturbed mind 
of the Peer rendered his reproaches an aft 
of unneceffary punifliment and mortification 
to a poor wretch, whofe fenfe of gtiilt was 
fo very acute ; but, on his being ftill urged 
to Ipeak, the particular foftnefs and tone of 
his voice again ftruck Lord Sutton into a 
panic : — fcalding ftrangers rolled down his 
cheeks. As well as the extraordinary fcenc 
would let him, Wilkinfon entered on his 
bufinefs ; and producing his Lordfliip*s card 
to Lady Edwin, demanded on what grounds 
he had fb confirmed the teftimony of Mrs. 
Frajan ? A reprieve to a criminal at 
execution could not have a more inftanta- 
neous efFeft than this queftion. He threw 
himfelf back in his chair, as if taking 
breath.-i-^ Is this then allT' cried heV — 
•" Ally my* Lord ! anfwered Wilkinfon. 
" Is the hjin of the charafter of an iri- 
*^ nocent young ' perfon, and depriving 
" her of the few" friends her modeft merit 
^' had attradled, then, fuch a trifle ? Or 

*' do 
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do you imagine your fubfequent offer of 

marriage could compenfa^e for fuch an 

outrage to her innocence, fuch a difgrace 

to your own honour ? I muft, my Lord, 

infill on knowing what were, your rea- 

*' fons for the fufpicions. this unmanly card 

" confirms. I am the difinterefted friend 

" of MifsManfeli and, depend on it, I 

" will follow you to the verge of the earth, 

" till her guilt is proved, or till her calum- 

" niators ihall manifefl: her innocence/' 

" You belong totheEdwins, I prefume V 

— " I do not, my Lord ; 1 have not the 

happlncfs of belonging to any body; 

urged b^ inclination, and bound only by 

honour, I avow myfelf the protedlor of 

Mifs Manfel's charafter. Her perfon, 

wherever it is, as far as depends on her- 

" felf, is, I know, incorruptible." 

If, young man, y,>u credit a^ o&r of 

marriage to her, you n>ay be fure I fiiall 

be glad to find it fo : I adore her, .and am 

'^ not more folicitous to obtain herj &om 

paffion, than from the wifh to make an 

honourable amends for the injury I was. 

innocently led to do her. 

« In. 
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Innocently!" repeated Wilkinfan, in- 
dignandy.— " Yes, Sir, innocently," an- 
fwered his Lordfhip. — " Mrs. Melmoth 

perhaps might be, and I believe was, im- 

pofed on by the wicked French woman,. 
*• who, I am clear, was herfelf the thief; 
•♦ and if you really are the friend of Mifs 
*' Manfel, you will evince it more by 
•' uniting your endeavours with mine, to 
" difcover the place of her retreat ; and, if 
" (he be yet virtuous, perfuading her to bc^ 
" come L.ady Sutton, than in vainly rail« 
" ing at me."— • 

Wilkinfon coloured. — - " /perfuade her 
" to become Lady Sutton ! — / would die 
«« firft. — JVl;, deareft Anna, if I muft lofe 

thee i if the faithful heart, where thy image 
is ever prcfent, muft refign thee, may it 
^ be to one, blooming and lovely as thy- 
** felf, whofe honour and whofe worth fiiaU 
^' infure thy bappincfV} — »(?/>" look- 
ing Ccornfully a€ him, *' to a man, whofe 
•• vices render him contemptible^ and whofe 
" hoary head is> by his own voluntary ac- 
" tions, covered widi fliame inftead of ho- 

«* nour.''~ 
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, <' This,'* replied Lord Sutton, " is a 
** language I would not bear, were it not in 
** my own houfe." — ** Your age and in- 
" firmitics," returned the young man, '* will 
" be your prote6Uon in aay other place as 
*' well as thisi but, depend on it, no place 
" fhall proteft you from the (hame and 
*^ contempt you defcrve, or ikreen you from 
" the voice of truth, when and wherever I 
" meet you." So faying, he fluog out of 
the room, throwing his card op the table; 
. The eyes of Lord Sutton followed him.— - 
When quite out of fight, with a deep figh,- 
he examined the card 5 and, after fome 
time, broke filence, \^ith aflcing the Cap- 
tain what he thought of him? 

It was proper now, that there was no dan-* 
ger, for the valiant toad-cater to be in a rage 
at the infults offered his patron 5 he begged 
the addrefs, that he might have die honour 

of chaflifing him. *^ i^(?«/''-r-anfwered 

Lord Sutton, with a fignificant emphafis 
that ftagnated the poor Captain.; not. fo 
much on account of the infinuation .it cer- 
tainly implied, of his want of prowels, as- 

.. from 
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from the uncertainty it left him in, of the 
fentiments it behoved him to exprefs of a 
matter that had occafioned fuch uncommon 
agitations in his principal. — A filcnce en- 
fued for fome moments, when his lordfliip 
thought proper to leave the room, and re- 
•tire to his library. — Mrs. Villars, relieved 
from her morning's attendance, was follow- 
ing him, but the Cagtain flopped her, to 
beg fhe would favour him with her opinion 
of the late trknfaftion ; for which he pro- 
mifed her his wife fhould teach her to 
rtiake tea: this, asfhe, he prefumed, wai 
a»w>man of chai-afterj ^nd Villars was not, 
he.chofe to infinuate, would be a great con*- 
defcenfion; but that foolifh woman excufed 
herfelf, with her ufual indifference to the 
objedts aroundlier r not having formed any 
opinion, Ihe could give none ;- and hinted 
her fears'^ in rather a feverer manner than 
ftie was accuftomed to^ »" that not having 
*' had his lady's praftice, (he fhould b^ 
"little better for her infttuftions.'* She 
thea left the poor ^hing, fpitefuUy - hupt 
at ha* word* and mourner refpcding his 

fpoufe i 
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ipoufe $ and in a doleful dilemma how to 
condu<St himfelf in the cafe of Wilkinfoit, 
whofe addrefs Lord Suttoo had taken with 
himj he returned home without an inxita^ 
tion to dinner^ where^ notwithftanding his 
profound refpe6i: for her, he thought proper 
to quarrel with, and heat this very beft of 
all pollible wives, becaufe ihe had not 
the art of procuring provifion without 
money. 

Mr. Wilkinfon attended Mrs. Herben: 
to Lilandore, accompanied by Mr. Maofel :. 
they all. left London full of regret and 
anxiety, for the fate of a young creature 
who was the obged of th^ir mutual rtegacd: 
and eileem. 
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CHAP. LXVin. 

ARchhery. 

W E left Anna happier thaa fhe had 
been fince the lofs of Mrs. Manfel > her 
employers were eharaied witfi her work ; 

and 



ANNA. 211 

and as it was always fetched and carried 
by Hannah Clark, who was a very ordinary 
little woman of thirty^ ihe extorted more 
civility from Mrs. Deimoulios, than itwaa 
poflfible fo fine a figure as Anna's could 
have been entitled to* 

The winter was now approaching ^ - and 
as Mr. Edwin, neither by himfclf nor fer* 
vants, had given her any interruption while 
Mr. Manfel was in town, for fear (which 
was rarely the cafe) they might place a fpy 
on his anions, fixe began to conceive hcrfelf 
fafe from any farther infult : fhe had not 
again fttn, to her furprife, the perfon who 
brought her the letter from Mr. Manfel ; 
but concluding he had forgotten to call, 
wrote to that friend her thanks for his iea« 
ibaible fuppiy, and giving a brief account 
of ail that happened to her. She made two 
holidays to do this in, and was juft fitting 
down to her frame, when Mrs. Defmoulins 
entered her apartment, follow-ed by her 
maid with a large bundle, her bufincls 
was, in the firft plaee, to fatisfy herfelf of 
the place of! our heroine's reQdence ; aild^ 

m 
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in the next, to give her the train of a fuit of 
clothes to finifti. — The coat was alreadjr 
done ; it was intended for a prefent from 
a young lady of quality to^ her filter, a 
new-married* Duchefs. — She very much 
wifhed to have it made up by the next 
birth-day; but was taken with a fit of 
wcarinefs, and would do no more to it her- 
fclf ; though its being finiflied by another 
hand was to be kept a profound fecret— • 
It was elegantly fancied,- and variegated 
in the moft beautiful tafte, with embroi- 
dery, foil, fpangles, and crape ; and an am- 
ple price was to be paid if it were done welK* 
—Anna readily undertook, andinftantly iet 
about, a job, from which flie expe6bed as 

» 

much credit as profit."^-M5he -had jproceeded 
rapidly in her tafk, which had ' more t^ftcf 
than labour in it ; when having f^ht for a* 
frefh fupply of one ftiade of fiik/ fhe acci- 
dentally caft her eye on the paper in 
which it , was wrapped— -it was part of a 
magazine, and contained the deaths of the 
month. The firft in the lift was the name 
gf Charles Herbert,Efq.ofLlandoreCaftle. 

It' 
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ft occurred not to her, that the father and 
ion were both of one Chriftian name — 
She was fenfible only of the idea that young 
Herert was dead. — A thoiafand circum- 
ftances now confirmed thofe dreadful fur- 
mifes — His ill health, which obliged him 
to go out of town at the period of her 
leaving Grofvenor-fquare — Mr. Edwin's 
mourning — ^The ' total extinftion of her 
hopes, by his entirely giving her up, which, 
not hearing from him, though her abode 
was fo well known to his family, (he con- 
cluded to be the cafe, now all rofe to her 
imagination, and confpired to diftraft her. 
— ^Again the fatal paper was examined — it 
was indeed Charles Herbert — a dreadful 
^mift overipread her eyes— ftie funk fenfelefs 
on the floor. 

Alarmed at the noife of her fall, Mrs. 
Clark flew to her apartment. The fight 
of her dear child, as flie fondly Called her, 
bereft of fcnfe and naotion, had nearly 
thrown her into the fame condition i the 
houfe, the . neighbours were alarmed-— 
the apothecary fummoned*— rHc let her 

blood 
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blood) and (he foon returaed to a fenie 
of (brrow exceeding all fhe had yet felt. 

In the midft of hcr-misfortunesjwhen every 
other hope forfook her» flie had indulged a 
latent pleafure in the hope of being dear to 
Herbert : to this, unknown to herfelf, was 
added another, that^ by fomehi^py means or 
other, fhe fhould agam be bleftin his Ibciety, 
The laft interview had left its traces on her 
mind,never to be erafed. When fhe Was par- 
ticularly fcnlible of her misfortunes, the re- 
membrance of it was her never-failing re- 
fource ; or when fhe fufFered her naturally fan- 
guine temper to look forward to a poffibility 
of better days, flill he was her firftobjeft: 
butihole flattering ideas no longer foothed 
her imagination ; the relentlefs hand <rf fate 
had torn from her heart the lafl, and only 
fond hope ; the creation was now a void ; 
the world had nothing in it forUer; the 
fCMcA ami^le, the moft beloved youth was 
no nwre — fhe mig^t now, without fear of 
injury to Mifs Edwin, without di^ad of dif- 
t^rbing the peace of his family, indulge in 

A kuiury of ^cf the rcittof|jc& o£ l^is ^- 
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tues ; Ihe could live over again each fcene 
that had bound her foul to his.-— 3he yet 
faw and felt -the benignant glance of his 
eyes — ^thcir Mt languiihments ftill melted 
on her thoughts. But, alas ! he was loft 
for ever and for ever* — In this diftra6ted 
fitu^bn tears and fighs were her only re- 
tie£ Unable to bear the light, it was in 
Tain Mrs. Clark implored her to repoie her 
ibrrows in her faithful bofbm — fhe mourned 
die dear youth inwardly and inceflantly— «• 
her reft and appetite both forfook her — and 
had not another calamity awaited her,which, 
by roufing her faculties, made her grief 
change its objeft, in all probability fhe 
would have funk under the fccret agonies 
of her mind. 

Bates, who knew the wifhes of his maf- 
ter, called often on Mrs. Clark's daugh^ 
ter, and pretending I6ve to that foollfh wo^ 
mani bad egrefs andregiiefs there unknown 
tot hct ixjotber. A few days after this affli&-» 
ing circumfbnce to Anna, Mrs. Clack 
was fent for to vifit a fick brodier at Chat^ 
ham : it was with great relu^ance fhe left 

her 
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her in Hich a ftatc of mind and body; 
but^ as Jhe expefted foxne trifles at his 
death,, our heroine infifted on her going. 
• The firft day of her abfence, worn out 
by grief and want of reft, .Anna threw her- 
felf on the bed, and unfortunately for a few 
few minutes forgot her cares. In this in- 
^rval Bates, called — Hannah waT in the 
kitchen under the (hop : not meeting with 
any one below, a fudden impulfe .of curio- 
fity carried him up ftairs. The door of her 
apartment being open, the beauty of the 
work induced him, treading very light, 
and feeing the room empty, to take a 
nearer view of it. 

. In that evil moment, her ill fate put it 
in his head, having often heard his mafter 
curfe the embroidery, as the means of her 
being enabled to. fupport herfclf indepen- 
dent of him, that if Ihe was. deprived of 
fuch refource, Mr. Edwin miift yet fucceed ; 
he therefore filently .ftripped the train out of 
the frame, and the coat hanging on the 

chairs for her guide^r bundled the whole 

« 
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up, and got off unheard and undifco- 
vercd. 

Anna's forrow was too poignant to fuffcr 
her long to reft. — ^The little bed-room ad- 
joined to that in which her work ftoofd. 
But who can exprefs her feelings, at the 
fight of her frame ftripped> and the coat 
gone ? — She ran dpwn'ftairs almoft fraritic. 
Hannah was by that time in the jfKop.— - 
Search was made—the neighbourhood 
alarmed — ^A little girl who came for a 
Ikain of thread, faid flie met a man coming 
out of the Ihop with a bundle.-— Anna, 
half diftradced, knew not yet the confe- 
quence of this misfortune. She got Hannah 
to go to Mr. Delmoulins'— He and his wife 
were outrageous — they were ruined — ^they 
ftjould lofe their beft cuftomers and friends 
—no money could compenfate for the lofs 
— but if it could, they had taken no fecu- 
rities. Mrs. Defmoulins blamed her huf- 
hand j he curfed, for the firft time, his own 
folly 5 and both vowed revenge on our ill- 
fated, heroine. 

Vol. III. L On 
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On undertaking the work, (he had men- 
tioned her having done Lady Edwin's fuit 
which was fo much admired. — Away flew 
Mrs. Defmoulins to Sir William Edwin's 
to make inquiries. — The fervants there 
told her, the perfon who worked that luit 
for their Lady, was faid not to be honeft ; 
and was, moreover, now in keeping. — 
Inflamed by this news, ihe returned to her 
hufl3and : fhe thought what his ridiculous 
obfl:inacy would come to—- he would em- 
ploy the flut — but flie knew his motives, 
and the world Ihould know them too — 
She would go to Lady Harriot — fhe 
would throw herfelf at the feet of the 
Duchefs — ^Ihe 'would difclofe . thofe inju- 
ries fhe had hitherto borne in meeknefs 
and filence. Oh ! if her dear Timothy 
was but ali^e to fee this day — to. fee the 
bufinefs he, poor dear creature, took fuch 
p^ins to eflablifh, thrown away on ftrum- 
pets ! But it did not fignify — fct what 
the Duchefs would fay. The poor French- 
man, unable to flop the torrent of her re- 
proachies, and confcious of her having op- 
poled 
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pofed his employing our heroine, was filled 
with confufion and difmay. The difobliging 
of the young Duchefs, whofe beauty was 
not more the objeft of^ general admiration, 
than her fweetnefs and goodnefs was that of 
relpeft and efteem, and whofe favour was 
as much the fource of profit to the tradcf- 
rnan Ihe \)atronized, as her difplcafure was 
the reverfe ; befides for ever oflfending Lady 
Harriot, who chofe to have the whole ere-, 
dit of, the work. The fuperipr penetration 
of his wife, now fo evident in this unlucky 
event, admitted not of dilputc j he there- 
fore had neither power nor inclination to 
oppofe her meafures: — fhe infifted oa 
taking out a warrant againft the hufley, to 
which he readily confented : if was, how-, 
ever, too late in the evening to take a ftcp 
of that nature, and the"^ innocent Anna 
was fufFered to pafs that night unknow- 
ing of the dreadftjl fate which awaited 
her. 



*. t 



L2 CHAP. 



220 A N N A« 



CHAP. LXIX. 



ne Trio of Magijlrates. 

Th E lofs of the embroidery affliifted 
our heroine moft fenfibly, asfhe doubted 
hot but the means of her ftibfiftence would 
be taken from her 5 but that was ari ob- 
ject of far lefs concern to her now than it 
would have been a few days ago. Her- 
bert was gone! How gladly would fhe 
now refign a life, which had been a con- 
ftant fcene of forrow ^nd difappointment, 
to be united to him for ever ! In reflec- 
tions on the uncommon cruelty of her fate 
— in delpair of one day's peace — joylefs 
in the prefent, and hopelefs in the future, 
her heart fickened, and the extreme de- 
jeftion of her fpirits, which could not eva- 
porate in tears, brought on a flow fever, 
which preyed on her all night, but inter- 
mitted 
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mitted towards morning, when flie fe 1 into 
a doze, froni which fhe was awakened by 
the cries of Hannah at her chamber-door. 
— Almoft fainting with weaknefs and grief, 
flie made an ejffbrt to drcfs herfelf, and 
opened the door ; when, to her nnfpeakable 
terror, two men entered, who told her they 
had got a warrant againft her. Ignorant 
of their meaning, as well as intent, (he 
- begged to know what they meant ; when 
in burft the inexorable Mrs. Defmoxilins, 
bidding her inftantly go with them 5 the 
meaning was, to punilh fuch demure fluts 
ais her i and, (ince (he could not produce 
her work, fliefhould be employed in Bride- 
well, where thieving could anfwer no end. 
Hannah's outcries brought the neigh- 
bours in 5 when the volubility of the tradcf- 
woman, oppofed to the death-like filence 
of poor Anna, Immediately fettled the mat- 
ter : — " No wonder the gentlewoman was 
in fuch a paflion ; it was a fad thing for 
people to lofe their bread by fuch crea- 
^^ tures : — it was plain enough fhe was ' 
** guilty i that might be fcen in her looks." 

L 3 —One 
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— One of the conftables, however, in com- 
paflion to her youtli and fex, begged Mrs. 
Definoulins would withdraw, and let him 
try to bring her to confeflion. At this 
Anna ftarted : — " I know not what you 
" mean, or why I am thus furroundcd j if 
" it be on account o( the work Ihave loft, 
*^ be pacified, madam j I have one friend, 
** who can -and will fatisfy you. I am," 
continued fhe, '^ very ill able to fupport 
" myfelf under fuch treatment ; but be af- 
** furqd you . will be paid your deipand : 
'* I beg I may be left alone/' 

^* Yes, yes, miftrefs, you wiUhave tinie 
" enough to be alone/', retorted the woman ; 
you muft now be fatisfied at going into 
company,— ^Come, Sir, do your office/' 
— The men feized her. — Slipping from 
their hands on her knees, her face bathed 
in tears, and every token of defpi.ir in her 
countenance, fhe begged to kno^^ what was 
to be done with her, and where ihe was to 
go; but no anfwer was vouchfafed to her 
heart-breaking intreaties : ihe was carried 
down and put into a coach, to be taken 

before 
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before the fitting magiftrates. Hannah, 
locking up her doors, followed weeping, 
and wringing her hands, accompanied by 
the neighbours, from different motives, ta 
the place where the rotation was held j 
they were there as foon as the coach -, and 
Anna was lifted out, being utterly unable 
to (land, and carried before the bench, 
which confifted of three magiftrates. 

One was a fhort thick man, with very 
fyiteful blue eyes ; fo gouty, as to be fcarcely 
able'^ to. walk from the door to his chair : 
he had, from a very mean original, wormed 
himfelf into credit, and, after carrying on 
a great Ihew of trade for a very few years^ 
commenced bankrupt, paid the enormous 
compofition of two and fixpence in the 
pound i and having obtained his certificate, 
by his indefatigable fervices, at a general 
eleftion, to the fuccefsful candidate, he was 
put into the commiflion of the peace ; in 
which, with fome private refources, he con- 
trived to pick up the means of a genteel 
living : He was an inflexible advocate for 
juftice, a conftant friend to the fortunate, 

L. 4 and 
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and an Inveterate enemy to all rogues wba 
IV ere poor. His name wa§ Atwood. 

Next him fat a tall, lufty, fair man, pcMn- 
pous in his manner, florid in his ipeech, 
and a prodigious admirer of his own fenfe 
and dignity. When I fay he was a con- 
traftor, I need not add he was rich. He 
was at diis period famous for his oppofition 
to that government under which he had 
made a' fortune, arid a public vilifier of the 
})rince who had honoured him with a title : 
he was fond of making fpeeches ; affected 
fo tender a heart, that he ha;s beeh knowa 
to fhed tears at a iefficns, with Ids fpread 
hand:^ on his heart, in behalf of a petition 
from a comnuffioner of the turnpikes and 
high roads, while his callous heart retreated 
fpom the woes of his own blood, ^^d he 
turned a deaf ear to the pleas of the di- 
firef&d of aU denominations i a vociferous 
ztkxtw^ of public juftice, and a private vio- 
lator of every humane tie : fo humble, that 
ke would tdl you how deftitute pf friends, 
money, or recommendation, he firft entered 
Qn vthe theatre of life ; and fo proud, that 

no 
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no focicty was any longer tolerabk to him, 
than it was filled with a wonder at his riches 
and grandeur, and bowed the knee of adu- 
lation to his prodigious abilities. This 
magiftrate was called Sir Richard Peacock, 
On his right hand fat a fat dark man, with 
a kind of a black and blue eonnpJexionj 
who, though here in all the pomp of magi- 
ftracy, fcowled his grey grifty brows round 
the hall with an aflumed fuUennefs and 
pride ; at home, in his own (hop, would 
weigh an halfpenny-worth of plumbs to a 
beggar's nephew, duft the gold fugar-loaf 
over his door, fweep the front of his houfe, 

or any other odd matter that required 
doing. 

He was rich enough to fatisfy a mifer, 
and faying enough to pleafe one : his canv^as 
apron anfwered two purpofes j it preferved 
his black ftuff breeches, and it faved a pocket 
handkerchiefs that, and a nightcap once 
white, were the enfign^ by which this ma- 
giftrate was known in the place where b^ 
lived i but under thofe very unfavourable 
eppearance9> he carried a tender, and even 

L 5 a gene- 



226 ANN A. 

a generous heart, at times when he conde- 
fcended to put oiF the importance of his 
charadter : and when he difpenfed with the 
dear idea of money-getting, the milk of hu- 
man kindnefe warmed his heart i and that 
purfe he had taken fuch pains to fill, was 
liberally opened to the calls of friendfhip 
and humanity : and this, to do him juftice^ 
was not feldom. 



CHAPTER LXX. 

^he Friend in ifeed. 

?VV HEN Anna was brd\:fght through 
a mob of runners, conftables, difputants, 
and pickpockets, before thofe auguft per- 
fonages, finking .with, apprehenfions, and 
overcome with feiar^ . fhe ventured to raifc 
her eyes to tfce arWful tribunal before whom 
Ihe was to be examined. 

From the prejudices of firft appearances, 
the grey locks of Atwood gave her hopes, 

which 
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which the mild-looking Sir Richard con- 
firmed ; but from the bent broW of Mr. 
Sago her foul ftirunk, 

Mrs.Defrhoulins, though upwards of fifty, 
drefled in pink and the height of the mode, 
was honoured with a feat within the bar, 
while the poor culprit, in whofe counte- 
nance modefty and delicacy were ftrongly 
. delineated, and whofe pallid cheeks (hewed 
her weaknefs and ill health, fupported her- 
felf by leaning on the bar, Hannah not be- 
ing able to fqueeze up to her, furrounded 
by men whofe appearances ftruck her with 
terror. . "^ ' 

Mr, Defmoulins likewifc foon made his 
appearance j when refpedt to their drefs in- 
duced the worthy magiftrates to give theni 
an inftant hearing. 

Mr. Defnioulins, in a moft polite flyle, * 
told them, he was in defpair at the trouble 
he was obliged to give them j that the per- 
fon who had the honour of appearing at 
their bar, was one in whom he had placed 
great confidence ; that he had the mortifi- 
cation to find himfelf deceived in her; and 

L 6 it 
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k was .with great regr^ and repugnance he 
did hicnfelf Uu^ hpiu^iur of dg^rging her 
with a defraud. 

. " Who are you, 5ir ; what U your name ; 
" aj:\d where do yt)u refide?" demanded 
Jijiftice Atwood* 

WitK W important bpw he was going to 
anfw^r> when Mrs. Defmoulins interrupted 
him: 

^ Lordj Louis, what dgnifies youp giving 
*' fuch a roundabQut tale to their honours \ 
" Plcafe you, my Lord, I keep the Star and 
<♦ Garter «imhroidery warehoufe in Pall- 
** Mall 5 we work for all the ^people of 
** faftdon ; and dus girl, bieing no better 
*f than flie Ihould be, came to us for em- 
'^ ploy." 

" What," interrupted Atwopd, ^.* flje is 
*^ a — a — : you undcrftand me," 

** Yes, indeed. Sir, fixe is no better than 
*' a kept woman jr and we, out of compaf- 
" fion, employed lier; for, God be praifed, 
" we want not for hands or bufinefs j or, 
" indeed, what we might - live on without 

ic," 

*' Bring 



u -^ " 



ANNA. 229 

" Bring a chair for this here lady, and 
« that there gentleman/* faid the civil 
juftice. " Now, Madani, we can hear, 
*^ when yau can fpcak witli more eafe to 
«^ yourfelf." 

<* Well, pleafe your Worfhip, a lady of 
^^ the firft quality (we work for few others) 
** fent us a job, and my fooliih huftand 
*^* would make me give it her, together with 
'^ the coat finilhed by way of pattern ; and 
** now, when it fhouM be done, Ihe has 
*^ made away with it/* 

^*- Well, young woman,'* laid Sir Rich- 
ard, ** you hear the enormity of the crime 
*^ of which you are charged— r-you have, it 
" fcems, been guil-ty of a two-fold of-fence; 
" you have be-tray-ed the con^fi-dence 
** pla-ced in you by thefe wor-thy peo pie, 
" and you have de-fraud-ed them of their 
** pro-per-ty. I pro-fefe my heart bleeds, 
" it drops, I fay, blood, ta fee fuch wick- 
*^ cdrflefs in fo young a crea-tufe. What 
" is your name ?'* — [A paufe}— " Why do 
^' you not fpeak ? What is your name ?** 

« Why 
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" Why don't you arifwer his Worfhip ?" 
(aid the conftable who had brought her 
t;hcrc. 

It was impoffiblc — the agony of her foul 
was too ftrong for utterance — fpeech was 
denied her-— iand an obftinate filence be- 
ing imputed to her in contempt of • juftice, 
oaths were prepared to be . adminiftercd to 
the profecutors^ and Anna ordered to be 
committed ; when Mr^ Sago approaching 
her, and looking under his bent brow, filled 
her with frefli terror. Her eyes were invo- 
luntarily averted, and her bead turned from 
him. 

* Viewing her earneftly, " Can nobody be 
'' found ?'* faid he, in a foftened voice ; 
" have you nobody, child, who will be bail 
" for you ? for, gentlemen/' turning to his 
brethren, /^ according to the ftory of the 
" profecutor, and we have not heard the 
*f poor girl, this at the worft can be but a 
'^ breach of truft : have you nothing to 
" fay for yourfelf, child?" faid he, turning 

tenderly to her. 
' ' Speech, 
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, Speech, .^vith a violent giifli of forrow, 
was now lent her ; — ^with her fpread hands 
00 her face, while the teais dropped through 
her fingers, " Oh, Sir!" exclaimed Ihe, 
^' may the bleffings of the broken-hearted 
** attend you ! — indeed I am wronged — I 
*' would have paid the value of the work, 
*/ which was ftolen froni my apartment/' 
. ^' H^ve you any one to fpeak to your 
« charafter ?" 

Charafter V repeated Mrs. Defmpulins i 

fhe robbed the lady where fhe lived laft, 
*^ and has fince been upon the town — Cha- 
"rafter indeed!" 

" Is this true, child ?" faid Sago. 

", Good God, Sir, no ! for heaven's fake,- 

what lady do you allude you ? or, what 

do you mean by the town ?" 

"I mean Lady Edwin, who knows you 
** to be a thief." 

" Take care. Madam," faid Anna— fome 
remains of her pride, uniting with con* 
fcious innocence- — ^^ wretched and friend- 
<^ lefs as I now appear, there are in the 
" world (burfting into . a frefli flood of 

" tears) 
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<* tears) thofe that will fuppoit my inno- 
•* cence, and vindicate my charafter.-— Lady 
•< Edwin hcrfelf would be one oi the firft 
<* to join in the punifhment of fueh a cruel 
*^ cahimny." 

" Come, conne, woman/' fternly faid Sir 
Richard, " you arc charg-ed on the oath 
" of Mr. and Mrs. Defmou-lins, both peo- 
" pie of un-doubt-ed cr€-dit> with a de- 
" fraud ; and if you have not good and 
^ fuf-fi-ci-ent bail, to pri-fon you muft go : 
" my timCy and that of my bre-thren on 
•^ the bench, is too pre-ci-ous to wafte with 

your e-qui-vo-ca-ti-ons. I am, myfelf]i 

obli-ged (looking round him with dig- 
*'nity)'to at-tend the na-ti-o-nal af-fairs 
** of the realm. What fey you, Mr. a-a— * 
*^ yoUy Siry the keeper of the prifon ?'* 

Anna looked up-; her pride again forfook 
her, in the horror of affociating with the 
wretches Ihe beheld; of being dragged 
away among the abandoned' &( both fexes : 
fhe was fenfibk only to terror ; and, throw-? 
ing herfelf on her knees^ fee addrefled 
Mrs. I>eihrK>ulins ; 

^' Have 
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•* Have pity on my youth, Madam j 
*' confider I am of your own fex : for the 
•* honour pf humanity^ fpare me." 

*^ So I will, if you confefs j fo 1 will, 
*' if you tell me where the work may be 
** recovered j but not elfe/' 

The hulband, a little mollified, would 
now have interfered ; but that ferved only 
as oil on^ a flame : his wife's palTion in* 
crea&d, and Anna was on the point of be« 
ing dragged away, thou^ Mr. Sago wifhed 
S&ll to be favourable ^ but Mrs. Defmoulins 
\infbrtunately afking him ** If he would 
^^ make good her lofs ?'* an end was put to 
the affair ; when good fortune, in the fhape 
of Mr^ Bendy, pufhed in. His perfon was, 
^ well z$ his great fortune, known to the 
worihipful Bench : the bar was lifted up ; 
but inftead of availing himfelf of that ho- 
nour, he fdzed hold of Anna, and lugging 
her in, the tears rolling down his venerable 
face: 

" Ten, ten thoufand pounds bail for her) 
*' will that do. Sir Richard ? will that do,- 
" Mr> Atwood ?'• aad fhaking with his va- 
cant 
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cant hand the thumb of the grocer, '^ will 
" that do ?•' 

The general furprife of thefe diftributers 
of juftice, and the people who were prefent, 
foon gave way to ;the refpedt due to a young 
perfon, under the avowed pro^eftion of Co 
rich a man. 

*' Did I not bid you, my amiable girl, 
" feek a friend at the Abbey ?" faid Mr, 
Bently, as foon as his emotions would let 
him i " why did you n6t eome to. me ?" 

The agony and weaknefs of our lieroinet 
when her guardian angel entered^ was con- 
verted to aftomfhmeht ; how, in the' mo- 
nient when all hope was loft, wh^n on the 
very verge of defpair, could flie believe ihc 
w^s really in the hands of a friend^', willing 
j^nd able to preferve her from wrong, to 
protedt her from infult ! The fuddcn tranfi- 
tion from forrow to joy was too much for 
her reduced fpirits* Way was now made 
for Anna, every body pitied her diftrefs. 
Mr. Atwood offered his own chair, it be- 
ing an armed one, and Sir Richard had a 

bottle 
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bottle' of eau-de-luce at her fervice ; he had 
even a tear ready to fqueeze out at fight of 
fo lovely a creature's indifpofition. Sago 
lamented fecretly the waAt of his canvas 
apron 5 and Mrs. Defmoulins, to the afto- 
nifliment of her huftand, was filent. 
. As Anna revived, her gratitude, too 
flrrong for word^, vented itfelf in a plentiful, 
fliower of tears i — ^they were not the only 
ones fhed on the occafion. Sir Richard, as 
I have faid before, had a- very convenient 
knack at weeping where he was fure no ad- 
vantage could be taken of the appearance 
of hirmanity ; fo that, on the prefent occa- 
fioR> W even fobbed. . » 

E*eady — but I muft here beg one word 
with my readeron the fubjed: of a weakneis^ 
many people would blufh at. I will acknow- 
ledge a watery head, in fome cales, to be 
the fign of a weak heart ; — it was, in Sin 
Richard, more ;-^it was the mark of a wicr* 
ked, hypocritical one : but hallowed, for> 
ever -hallowed, be the fpontaneous and in- 
voluntary drops, excited by humanity, and 
forced by compaflion, which are often ken 

to 
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ID flow from the foul of bravery itfclf, and 
grace the face of the meft undaunted and 
courageous : yes^ the fame eyes from whence, 
in the fervice of their" country, or in the 
caufe of honour, courageous flaflies of iacred 
fire have ftricken confufioh into the hearts. 
of their enemies : at thy Ihrine, O heaven:- 
born fympathy, how have they been fuf- 
fufed ! 

Bently wept like a child. . 

** When you wanted a friend, Mifs Man- 
^ fel> why did you not come to me ?" faid 
he. Alas! poor girl, once acquainted 
•* with the villany of a Suttonj who fhair 
*^ condemn thee for diftrufting all man- 
^ kind? I have watched, followed, and 
^ tried thee : my foul, like thy own^ rent 
♦* with forrow, and robbed of all its hopes,. 
** will receive a gueft, which had long for- 
^* fook its habitation. In raifing thy mo- 
** deft merit I will be joyful— and in ma- 
*' king that beauty, innocence, and ho- 
" nour, which was denied pity, enviable, 
^ I will feel happinefs.\ For you, good 
•' woman, go home — I have reconciled the 

« lofs 
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** lofs of her gown to the Duchefs^ and if 
you find you are no longer honoured with 
the fanclion and cuftom of that fan>ily^ 
** attribute it to their native benevolence^ 
** which will not fufFer them to bellow their 
^* favours on favages. Go l" 

How beautiful is goodnefs ! how awful 
the emanation of an upright mind ! the 
words that were uttered by this hoaieft man 
ftruck all pfefent with refpedt : h^ was no 
magiftrate, but thofe 'iff bo were in the com- 
fnifilon^ fhrunk into nothing with a fenfe of 
their, own littleneil^ and did not interrupt 
his dedfion. 

Mrs. DefmoulinSj with a front equally 
devoid of gentlcnefs or modefty, felt abafli- 
ed, and retired without anfwering the re- 
§5e6tablc nmonitor j and her hulband, who 
fouii^ the natural complacency he had for 
his own dear fweet felf, increafcd by the con- 
ftioufhefs of the mercy he had wiihed. to 
IJiew, marched after her^ bacl^wardt bow-* 
i«ig. aH the wa^ with a mixture oi triunf^ 

Sir 
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Sir Richard had now begun an harangue : 
'* It gives me," faid he, " the great-eft plea- 
*^ fure— It gives me the fa-tis-fac-rti-on— 
*^ nay, it gives me the great-eft — a a a — 
** that is to fay, I ann glad, ve-ry glad, an 
*' af-fair fo black (knitting his brow) in the 
'* be-gin-ning Ihould turn out fo white 
^' (fmiling) in the end ; and that the hand-* 
** fome lady in the chair—" 

" Sir," interrupted Bently, " I beg your 
'^ pardon ; I muft thank you another time 
" for what you are pleafed to fay in favour 
*^ of that lady ; but, at prefent, flic is too 
" much agitated to attend to it— we will 
" therefore beg to be excufed/' He was 
then going to lead her out, when a large 
concourfe of people were feen advancing ta 
the office, and three gentlemen, whofe in- 
dependent circumftances and good fenfe 
kept them, though in the fame conimiffion, 
from often appearing at the Rotation in 
company with the trading juftices, entered, 
foQowed by ^s great a number of people as^ 
could fqueeze in. It was now impoflible 

for 
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for Anna, in her prefent weak ftate, to 
pais. . " 

The civil Mr. Atwood therefore intreat- 
ed her to retire into a little inner room 
behind where they fat, which offer Ihe 
gladly accepted. Bently was following— 
when, among the new comers, he beheld 
Dalton. He did not mention this circum- 
ftance to Anna 5 but, as foon as he was fa- 
tisfied in refpecl tb her accommodation, left 
her, and returned to the juftice-room. 



CHAP. LXXI. 

Proves our Heroine had a Father, 

A G E N T E E L-looking elderly man, 
very much fun-burnt, by whofe fide flood a 
younger man of the fame defcription, told 
a plain and moving tale. He faid, his: name 
was Mordant i he was a native of South 
Wales; thathe had, when young, an only 
filler, the greaceft beauty of the time, 'who 

cap- 
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captivated, at the age of eighteen^ the fon 
and heir of a noble family in their neigh- 
boarhood ;' but though a great and unin* 
cumbefed eftate, with vaft peHbnal riches, 
defcending from the? fcveral branches of 
their hoofci were all reftcd in the father of 
this young msai, no in treaties whatever 
Gould induce him to liften to thef petition of 
hi^ fbn in behalf of his lov'e, although pride^ 
far rnore than his defire of wealth, oppcrtcd 
his happinefs. As their houfe boafted of a 
long line of anceftors, not one of whom 
bad married out of the beft blood in the 
principality, and bis father was the fon of a 
ti-adefman who dealt in butter and oats, 
the produce of that country ; and, finding 
the young gentleman was bent on marrying 
the objcft of his afFeftion, the father had 
hhti feixed, and, with unrelenting rigour, 
confined him in a remote pari: of his^ large 
xiianfion four years, having made a V6W he 
flionM never fee the fun till tShe yoxing 
woman .was dead or niarricd, or tiH he gave 
his honour to thinlc of her no more f that 
his {iQsTy . beings in a de{Slorafafe; ftat<s of 
- • ' health, 



AN N A. a+x 

)»$9lthi l^ek father degd^ and themfelves 
invited to m Ufif:le in Jaamca^ he had 
<cmmwd, at tmt req\ieil, ca fc^ the oijit- 
fide </ die caftk> md delivered the y^ung 
i^an £rom his conftnpnmitf who fet opt m- 
lanediaidy with Chem. He mamed hU fifter 
at the fea^port fFom wt«»<?e they failed^ 
vowing never to return to his family till 
tiof received his beloV'ed wife with hiiPi 
ind foon xeached the plgcjc of th^u* deftina* 
^ n<m0 The. h^ppin^ of the new-4narried 
pair incrtafing witfi their family, the huf- 
band deci^^d his intention of renouncing 
his Goyntry, and all of his blood who 
'wkHild not acknowledge his wife. A ihort 
liaie af^p they ftrrivedj the unCje died, 
inuring thmn joint heirs to hia trade and 
fortune ; diey entered into pattnerfhip, and 
lived in eiqual harmony and happinef$> tilt 
a f<|tal ^ideniic firver carried off both 
tfaeur imvcs^ and ail his partner's cldldren 
hilt one, the youngeft, a fosiale; (bat » 
womim, whp had nurfed his iiftq-, and whPj 
hmlAg mm4^d her abnMd/ hid ^n lamh 
Voi-. III. , M be- 
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beloved by h*r, recovered of the fe^ft- 
which (he caught from her miftrefs, but 
fell into a decline^ which was pronounced 
to be incurable by any thing 'but her na- 
tive air; and bn this, it b^ing near the 
time proper to fend his little daughter, as 
is there cuftomary, to^ England for educa- 
tion, and uiYwilMng the poor invalid fhould 
go by h^elf, he had taken that oppor-* 
tunity to bring over his child : and as (if 
the old woman recovered) he would wiih 
her to continue in England, merely that 
ihe might > be near her, ' to leave her com- 
forubly fettled ; for which ^purpofe, as he 
ineant to return by the firft-fhip, and chofe 
to avoid any poflible rencontre with his 
family, who he moFe than ever difliked 
fince the death of his wife, infbead ci taking 
it from their correfpondents here, he 
brought money with him for the pUrpofe 
of finking it into an annuity for the life of 
the oM fervant; that they arrived fafe in 
the Downs, when the woman, being ex- 
tremely ill, and dcfirous of reaching Lon^ 

don 
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<don for advice immediately^ they had left 
theihip there in order to. proceed to town» 
leaving the^principal part^oftheir baggage 

^on board; fince which he. had never been 
able to trace, by any means whatever, what 
had become of either his brother-inr^law^ his 
niece, orthenurfe, tl^e.lhip having re-^ 
turned without their things ^ing ever, 
landed, or the Captain's feeing or heariijg 
any thing ^f them 1 that he continued to 
trade in their joint names till he had accu- 
mulated property beyond his expe<aation ; 
and his unea0nefs increafing inftead of 
decrcafing, he had brought his fon over 
himfclffix years ^go to finifli his education, 
folelyfor the purpofe of niaking inquiries 
after his loft friend ; that he continued in 
England twelve ntHMiths, and at length re- 

i turned, having vainly inquired not only 
of his family, the. old Lord being dead, 
but at eyery, probable? place, without being 
able to obuin the leaft intelligence con- 
cerning him i that -he had concluded they 
w«re. ^ur4erq4 fori fhe ftke of the monajr 

M 2 his 
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his partner carried with him; and this 
ftocking; furmife was confirmed abcmt four 
moitths ago> in a manner the moft provi^ 
denrial and cxtraordmarjr. 

A KricWaycr, who had long wodccd on 
his eftflite> hating emigrated to the Spa-^ 
nifli fetdemonts with a nonlatto ilave, 
his wife petitioned him for means to re* 
turn to her own country^ that he had paid 
her paffiige home^ and gave the houfe he 
re(ided in to an old fcrvant : in clearing 
away the litters, four bags, marked by that 
very 'fcrrant' ICO- Gs. which his brother 
had taken with him, were found and brought 
tb him 5 that, ftodccd and furprifed be- 
yond meafure, he direWy went after the 
man, but found the fckoioncr he had failed 
in • was ' loft j that/ not doubting his wife 
muft be acquainted widi the cataftrophe, 
df which he had fochftrong apprefaenfions, 
he then came to England in puriuit of her, 
whom he eaiify traced ; and on queftioning 
6er about the bs^s, Ihe readily acknow-* 
ledged tiiem > but fmd her hufbtutd had re- 
ceived 
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c^ved the maney from a^Urg^zn^ whoj3>» 
after much difficulty, he. Ukc^ife traced^ 
though he had great realbn to fuppofe it an 
evafion^ and had ient a card to him to beg 
hifi attendance, and he was now prefent. : 
he intreated they would pleaie to exanune 
the woman ftridly, tliat if the blood of the 
worthlell of men, and his innocent child^ 
had been fpilt, Tcmgeance might be taken. 
Such a ftoryj told with every appearance 
4>f truth and feeling, f oiiLd not ^ut haye a 
.gartifen ia the heart of every auditor i_and 
the woman being put to the fame bar, 
where an hour before our heroine 'ftood* an 
inftance of perfccuted iniwcence, one of the 
g^mlemen magiftraies exhorted he? to bp 
cjireful not to vary from the truth in he^ exr 
aminatioa, as circumftances of a heinous na- 
ture, which had already come out, would 
be aggrav^ed and.confirmedby her preva- 
rications. She was then Ihejvn the^b^s;, 
and repeated her ftory, adding^ the ,perfi)ft's 
name fiom whom her hufb^d received 

M 3 _. them. 
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thcm^ was Dalton : he was on this defired' 
to walk forward. 

From the inftant the avaricious wretch 
faw the bagSjj and heard what was going 
forward, he gave himfelf up for loft ; but 
when he found the man who had received' 
them of him. was dead, and only the hearfay- 
evidence of his wife, he wifely concluded,, 
his No was as good a$ her Yes; he therefore 
pofitively denied the whole matter r the 
woman perfifted in her ftorjr j heih denying 
it:— when another, to him unwelcome 
ftranger, made her way through the crowds 
this was Mrs, Clark, who arrived at her 
houle about two hours after Anna was 
carried away, as we have related: from 
thence, hearing from the neighbourhood 
what had happened, fhe flew to the office i 
and, pufhing through the mob, weeping and 
lamenting, the firft perlbn who ftruck het- 
cyes was Dalton, and Ihc concluded he was. 
there on behalf of Anna. 

" Oh ! thank God," faid fhe, *' you are 
*' here— Where is the dear child ? It will kill 

" her 
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•* her.^he was all hut dead when I left 
^ her— Nothing elfe Ihould h*ve brought 
** me home fo foon, 

« ff^Ao,'' anfwcred Dalton^, not a little 
confounded at the appearance of the only 
witnefs . that could have been brought 
ill the world to confront him5."do you 
«rave?"* 

" Rave !" faid fhe, " you are enough to 
*^ make one ravx: s why U not Mifs Manfel 
.«^herc?. 

Bently, who now • underftood. her. to be 
the friend • of his^ charge, beckoned her. to 
Jum, and the examination went on. — The 
woman begged, before her. commitment, 
-was (igned, to be once more heard. . 

She then afked the Dofltor^ if, fcventeen 
years ago> he had not laid out fome money 
on a chapel in Stepney Fields ? * 

'^ That ho did, poor man," faid Mrs, 
Clark; "every body knows that,; and 
" how that villain, . White, ran .away with 
" it : I am , furc h pitied him r from nriy 
•<heaEt.? 
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A geritflU cofifufion liow for a mome&t 
tnfued-*— the imrchaht and jtiftices ^^rc una* 
nimous in calling on Mrs. Clark for far- 
ther information j but no fardier could ihe 
give: yet it was circumftantial evidence^ 
and Dalton Was told he mud be included 
in the comnutmem* 

Overpowered by guilt and fhame^ the 
narrow-fouled being ftood for S&aut mo- 
ments in fttfpenfe^ when hit eunningg wUch 
generally was his very good friend taught 
him a new leflon. He requefted die ciSurt 
might be cleared^ and thfh» huttibly praf'^ 
trating htmfelf at fbe f4sei of the Inerchadf^ 
he confefied the whole tndttter as wt have 
before related U; alleged that> beither the 
child m)r mpoey bting ckimfd# he Was 
tempted to make ufe of th^ onfc^ and kei^ 
the other ; ahd having; been fo UnfbtftUfiate 
as to be cheated by ^e f6|uei Whilei he 
had n^er acknowledged having bad tAontj 
it was not in his power to repay, 

" But wher^ is my child — ^where il file-*** 
" does flie exift ?~Lct us go to her/' faid 

the 



ANNA. iA9 

tht mwchant, ndw more cojiFounded than 

> 

before, 

Ddtton wa^ beginning an cxcufe, wKen 
Bendy ftepping forward, and addrefliftg 
himfelf to the ftranger, faid, he worold 
fevcDalton the trouble of farther relation, 
by iitforrtiing him, that fh^ had for good 
iMfcs left his hotife j . and after ddfrauding 
her of fourteen hundred pounds, he hzd 
Riypp&d her clothes, on the deii^an'd of ohe 
hundred and frfi^ pounds m6re fbt a few 
years Board, which fufti had been a(?^ually 
received from * yoting libertihe by whom 
ftie ^aa faid to be kept. 
.^«^Oh!my poor girl," cried the mef- 
*ftaAt, Ihedding tears---" but flie will fee 
^ hfci- er r6f-Hhe will be one of tiie firft 
" fortunes in the kingdom — he may marry 
^« l«r/* 

« No, no, that cannot be^*' faid Mr. 
Bently; 

'^ Why will you fay fo. Sir?'' fc-' 
tiffnedhe. 

M'5 «*'Fpv 
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^ For a very good rcafon— he is married 
« already/' 

, "Wretch!" anfwcred the merchant, 
turning to Dalton, " what haft thou ta 
" anfwerfor? 

*'Oh, nothuig to fpeak of/* returned 
Bendy } " for the truth is, Ihe never was 
** kept by any libertine whatever — ^that 
*' was indeed nothing to Dalton, he fingered 
V the money. But come. Sir, if I reftorc 
** you your niece, will you engage nevec 
** to rob me of my child ?" So fayingy 
h^ retired to. the room where Anna was,. 
followed by the two gentlemen, father and 
fon, and. Mrs. Clark, who, immediately 
embracing her, lamented being out of 
the way when fuch an indignity had been* 
oflFered her. 

But more intcrefting fcenes now engaged 
the attention of our heroine. The mer- 
chant burft into tears the inftant he faw 
her— it was his very fitter — there needed 
no witnefs but her countenance — he ihould 

have known her from thoufands. 

The 
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Th^ yogng man, throwing himfelf at her 
feet in a tranfport, exclaimedj . " it was 
^^ then more than mere paffion, it was the 
*« bleffed emanation of. blood, that fo irre- 
*' fiftibly drew every faculty of: my foul to 
" my lovely coufin— This, Sir, Js the ami- 
*^ able creature I reprefented to you as my 

ftrft and only love ! — My charming cou- 

fin, will you not (peak to your neareft 
" relation, your Mordant ?" 

Surprife at. thoie falutations was tem- 
pered with apleafing expeftation of their 
meaning : Anna's heart, throbbed with joy 
at the idea of finding at laft fomebody who 
would own her. To hear herfelf addreffed 
as dear coufin, and as dearer niece, by two 
fuch refpefbable charafters ; to be careffed 
as the likenefs of an amiable mother ; to 
feel herfelf intitled to ties hitherto un- 
known to her, but whiqh her heart had 
often panted after ; was fuch an excefs of 
pleafure, that all the pall misfortunes, even 
the lofs of Herbert, were forgotten. 

M 6 Her 
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Mcr uncle folided l*r td his bofom, 
Whilt his fon, loath for a moitieht to give 
up his claim of tcndehiefs, bathed her 
hands with dfc^s of cong^i^iil love and 
warm aflfeftioti. Mre. Clark was not forgot 
in the general joy ; and Bedtfy afffeSted a 
difcontent at beltig thus fobbed of heir 
whom he had adopted, undei* which Were 
vifible benevolent beams of the moft heart- 
felt fatisfadion. 

Mr. Mordant prc^x^W to his niece to 
return to Mrs, Clark's till he coiild procure 
lodgings fit to receive her.*— This Was op- 
pofcd by Bently, who faid Mils Manlel 
was engaged to meet fomc ladies at a friend's 
of his. — Anna looked furprifcd ;— flie knew 
not yet even the means by which he had 
found herj and much lefs could Ihe gue6 
at the company he talked of i but he was 
too pofitive to be ruled, and too happy to 
be reafonable ; and therefore infifted on 
the whole group crowding into his coach. 
One event more, howev^r> was to crown 
the mornipg's advepturc : juft as they were 

goiog 
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going out, young fidwin entered j he came 
in the titnftoft hafte to relieve Aitoa frofn 
the misfortlthe in whieh his fervant's afli- 
t^us ^al fd* his wilhes had involved her 
— ^Really fhocked at the confequence of an 
^St he Imd ap^lduded, and which, in hopes 
to hate his oflfert df fervice atcej)tsed> had 
<:arfied him «d her lodgings, he fet out with: 
cqud hafte to- prevent her being infuked 
-Viriih tt ehal^ t)f fo igfiomihious a hature. 

As loon as Bently faw him, with a vfcry 
farcaftical fmite he ccmgraculated him otr 
diafuig to forfet hiB rccognitancey r^/A^t 
than appear at die horfe-whipping afiTairs 
and begged to have the hofnour of rep^ihg, 
lum tl»^ hunditd ^d lifty pounds he had 
fo generoufly adVan^^ for Mifs Manfers. 
clothes w Dalton. 

« Why, fujtly/' (aid the elder Mordant, 
" Mr. Edwin cannot be the perfon ^he 
y^^ did it ?" 

« There he is," laid Bently; « if his 
^' infamous plans had fucceeded, which^ 
" thank God, they did not, he is too much 
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«« o£ a Welihman to deny a faft he would ^ 
« cut your throat for charging him with." 

" Really,, Sir," anfwered Edwin, with a 
fcomful frown, ** your: language i&.uninfielr 
*»' ligible to me.? 

"May be fo — may be fo,'*' anfwered 
Bcntly; "it is-, plain Englifh. though: bui: 
" I have nortiipe to throw away.r— Come, . 
** Madam,? taking Anna's hand from her 
uncle, " lead., the. way. to,. your owu carr 
"riage/* 

Edwin,. all aftoni&edy. called on young 
Mordant, . who, with a, very ill grace, fufr 
fered the happy party to proceed without 
him, while he went into. a tavern to. rcr 
count particulars^ which in every part cut 
his auditor to the fouj, and then followed 
his father, by the direftions. Beintly gave 
him, to Mrs. Wellers' in Qiarter-houfc-- 
fquare. 
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'^ 0/i^ Man*s Per[everance.\ 

It is now proper: to inform die reader of 
the htppy accident, which brought about 
this event with reipeft to Bently.. I have 
before faid^.he made a &ri£ty and, the reader 
will conclude, a fruitlefs fearch after Anna, 
He.retun^d.to the Abbey in the utmoft: 
dejedtion of fpirit .at his difappointment, 
when. Mrs. Wellers fent for him to. give 
him what farther particulars. Ihe had he^rd 
of our heroine. What appeared to her an 
inexplicable myfteiy, was immediately dcr 
vclop^ by him, who knew well the founder 
of her difgracc at MelmQthr Lodge, her 
accuier at Lady Edwin's, and her perfe^ 
cutor at. I^yton, was one and the fame 
perfon. So rooted, indeed, wer^ his con* 
tempt and hatred for that Nobleman^ that 

no 
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no crime appeared to him too black to be 
perpetrated by him; and Anna's refufal to 
become his wift, while it ad^ to her 
credit in the opinion of Mrs. Wellers, en- 
deared her to his foul. — He heard, with 
indignation, the farther reports from the 
Daltons> of Edwin's paying their demand, 

and poffefliftg Kimfelf of her cldfliMss ,-*-*uit 
irfghtly concluding, though he had before 
wutchcd diat young man ih all his ifti- 
ftueuvrcs, without fuccefe, tfcat Ite muft 
now haVe acqiiit^ fome ktwtrfedge of 
her, he fet ^iff for London ; and havittg 
again fet his fyf to WOfk, leamt, (itfthough, 
whUe Wilkmfoii ^Wb^ ih t?own, »lte mafter. 
did ftot fee her he was in feartk o^) that. 
his fe^ourite tnuh tobk very fusqti^ht jouf^ 
flies into thfe city j confcquently k otte day 
entered hi» head to witch hims ^kud hwHng 
tedged hktt at Gkri^'S, he %«iit t» the op- 
pofite fide, t6 k fft uflp ]i^, ifi ^rder ¥0 fiwA 
dut what kihd d( pMyplc kept ihe hdUl& t 
the'iiffwer he Hs^neived being Mly, fl^tit 
wa» ail xAA woman with her daughtieT>^ and 

that 
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thaf tile mm wbo had juft eA^ered was 
(weetKeaft to the lacter, he was on the poiot 
f>r going oflT^ fatisfied this was not the road 
to his wiffied difcorery;— when^ happenirig 
to Io6k np, he faw Anna tern&re a blind 
ft6tn the windoWj irtM!<Sh| as th€ day was. 
ihutting in, obftrufted the Hghtj and fit 
down at h^t frame to worfc-^He f^treated 
htitky^lfH)^ ftagnat^d.-^Todlnconfl(l«nt» 
ilowi ey^n to hiitt, wer^ the f«jx)rts to her 
ciHFadvantage : indeed, if Edwin kept hef, 
it was not probable his large fortune and 
Ihiall ftock of prudence Would have filled 
on fuch a fituation Ibf his miftrds j-^but, 
^ri, he wa^ lately malt ied, and fecrecf on 
Ifhat aiftbtmt ihight be ntdfcflary:— in ft 
iV6i*!, he had Hlmoft gii^en her up, whi**^ 
the wbmaii of the ihbpi Addi**ffin^ her huf- 

band, remarfced how indoftriolis that poor 
Rtk yotrhg wtyman wte. ' ** She is ntyw,** 
add«d (he, *' poising bttWi^n the lights,— 
** no wonder fhfe looks fo ill 5— poor thing^^ 
«' I am ibre Ihe does not eat the bread of 
« idleneft." 

This 
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This caught hi^ atteacion*T^aQd feeiiig^r 
bill for a two pair.o(-ftau3 frpnt room to be 
lett to a Tinglcr n)ai^ . he -immediately took 
it> and oioyati^g his nqw Ic^dging, h^ then 
watch|(d oui; heroine* ti.lthe wa^. convinced 
her ovHi labour fupported her> . as he oy^rr 
looked her whenever he pleaied.^ 

Satisfied with . his obfprv^tipnSj , aod 
knowing ihe was an orphan^ himMf being 
childlef^ji, ai\d witl^put.a relation in. the: 
worlds , he, immediately formed the refolu- 
tionof adopting ber^ and.went to L^yton 
to comn>UAica(e his^difcoveiies and intien^ 
. tions to Mrs, Wellcr?. 

On the dijy , aft^r ; Mr* . B^tes , gave his . 
. cnafter, fuqh a proaC;of , his dexterity i , it was . 
agreed MrrBently^fboidd go to Anna ia.jche • 
inornin^. mak:6: known hi^ inten.t;io.ny. and 
bring her^ tq^ ycmijg •. Mr- ,Wellers', where 
Mrs, Wellecs was to meet them to dinner> , 
ajid take our heroine home with. h^r. till 
Mr. Bently fhoulcj* regulate his hpuftf (now 
a. mere bachelor's) fit ^tp receive a miftrclsi , 
aad procwe. a. companion fgr h?r of fuch, 

rei>ut«-:. 
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ceputation as mi^t prevent the bufy 
and cenfopious world fpom glancing a 

fcandak 

The mutual pleafure the meeting at 
Mr. Wellers* gave our heroine, and a lady 
flie both loved and eCteemed; is not ta be 
told. When the tranfadtions of the morn- 
^ing) and the happy conolufion& with Mf& 
Mordant's^ftor^ which Anna- had not be*- 
.fore heard,, were.rq)eated, even Mr. Wei-. 
*lers, v^th» all hi~» apathy, was, affefted ;«— 
Anna* threw herielf into her> uncle's arms^ ^ 
in exprefliVe, though fpeechlefs acknow^ 
led^ents, ft>r bis kind^ and unweatjed 
iblicicude to difcover her, whith had the 
greater merits as he declared* half his for- 
tune was, in juftice,~hers. It now came to. 
Annans turn to be the relator; every heart, 
©f the'prefent auditors, Mr. Wellecs' only 
cxcepiedi who, for the generality, had no- 
heart at all, was a6tuated ^r the f^ipe 
ipring, univeHal benevolence and' kind^ 
nefs to all their fellow creatures. When,^ 
there&ce^. the di|lr<efsb illi^efs^ and fufferings 

of/ 
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0f diis innocMC yanng wotaon came €o 
be exhibited by the voice of (rifthy cOuld: 
they be left than aflFe£ted ? No eye uTaft dijr, 
no heart but g^ave die tribuce due to (lich:. 
ulimariltcd ibrrow ; nor was thei« aUy Ou& 
bat feltf with an cictfy of {^(tiiife^ the^ 
happy change ki hef affairai. Mrs, Welkrs. 
jiitfiftali and Mi*. Mordant c^onient^ Amiii« 
ifaouM gp> home viCiV her tiU (he cofAld be 
£irtded.-«^'8«nily haUooed, fung^ n^iiftteAr 
xuidwepe $H the. way homej: hia exertioik 
of fpirit) indeed;, y/n^ tm iA be WOndei^' 
at| (ifi«c, for tbi^ fiift time he had tailed 
Imy thing but water fOr twenty years> he had 
iaiely dnhtik a pint bwnp^r of cltf-ec^ At 
partings Mr^ MoidAnt ^xit inK^ hk niece's 
jMnd a pocket- bp^k; in HdiicH were two 
^houfand pouoda in bank-^notea* -^ ^* Re- 
'• ward, nay Ipvti" faid he> " /Dur friends* . 
'^ and homble your enemie»> by ihewing 
^^ ^em lefi^ni of ^le gpencTofity. AH 
<* nart(^w refentmenta ut Asm l^eneath youi 
^ you are yet ignorant of th^ ra^ you are 
<^ eodtled. tx>p tni^mificence and greatnefa 

'' of 
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** of foul are the hereditary rights of 
your blood -, and Providence has amply 
{upplied you with the means of being 
** refpeflable as well as rich/' — With 
thofe kind admonitions he lejft her, pofi- 
tively refufing his confent to his fon's 
attending her to Layton^ as he earneftly 
requefttd. 
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